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ABSTRACT

For that reason, the current study explores the intricate relationship between sustainable marketing
strategies and their results on consumer behavior. The qualitative research investigates the feelings and
experiences of the customers when it comes to the firms that use green advertising. Furthermore, the
research focuses on the impact of the companies’ claims about the environment and their eco-friendly
behavior on the consumer’s trust, brand allegiance, and purchasing intentions. To achieve these goals, the
study uses qualitative data collected during numerous interviews and focus groups with the participants of
varying demographics. Even though the thematic analysis of the qualitative data reveals that the consumers
might prefer the products of firms that are socially responsible, the actual purchasing behavior may depend
on various factors, such as the availability of the products, the “green premiums” that the consumers are
willing to pay for the eco-friendly products, and the authenticity of the firms’ intentions to be eco-friendly.
As a result, the study indicates that there might be a gap in the segment of “what people say they would
like to do” and “what they do” when it comes to green marketing. To achieve its results, sustainable
marketing must enforce real CSR activities and transparent communication. The study contributes to the
sustainable marketing debate by providing insight into the intricate mechanisms of the factors that influence
the environmentally conscious consumer behavior. Suggestions for the marketers who want to adopt their
practices in line with the consumer expectations for sustainability can be made based on those conclusions.
Keywords: Sustainability, Marketing, Consumer Behavior, Corporate firms.

1. INTRODUCTION

Marketers that care about the environment have been giving a lot of attention to sustainable marketing,
which is when customer needs, organizational objectives, and societal well-being are met through product
development, pricing, promotion, and distribution . Recent studies demonstrate an increase in demand for
sustainable products, as customers are considering the social and environmental impact of their acquisitions
more than ever before. However, with so many variables to consider, it is challenging to predict how
sustainable marketing impacts long-term decisions and actions of consumers. One of the most critical
notions discussed in the literature is “greenwashing,” when companies provide false or misleading
information about the positive environmental impact of a product.

This is particularly dangerous, as it can demoralize people’s beliefs in legitimate products.
“Greenness” of marketing strategies is arguably effective depending on the targeted demographics, due to
consumer’s own levels of environmental concern and ethics as mediators. Another aspect that influences
the notion is the perceived value and quality of environmentally friendly products. Research conducted by
Laroche et al. demonstrates that when making purchasing decisions, customers are more concerned with
price, convenience, and perceived excellence of the product in question over their expressed desires to be
more environmentally friendly. The fact illustrates how complex it is for marketers to make
environmentally friendly products that satisfy all essential consumer needs.

The way consumers respond to sustainable marketing is heavily influenced by social influence and
cultural norms. According to Goldsmith and Goldsmith, consumers are more likely to buy “green” products
if they believe their social networks approve of and encourage such behavior. Thus, it can be said that social
norms and peer pressure contribute to responsible purchasing behaviors. Because of these challenges, the
current study utilized a qualitative approach to explore the true effects of sustainable marketing on
consumer behavior. The current inquiry sets out to close the gap in research by inquiring into consumer
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attitudes and perceptions of green marketing strategies via intensive interviews with consumers and focus
groups.

The relationship between sustainable marketing and consumer behavior is influenced by a number
of factors, including environmental awareness and belief, product perceptions and value, and the
repercussions of greenwashing, according to recent literature on the topic. Due to the numerous studies
conducted on this subject, this present study compiles the most essential discoveries in order to give out the
various viewpoints on this matter. Leonidou et al. provide a comprehensive overview of the influences of
greening the marketing mix on company performance. Environmental goods are found to provide a
competitive edge for firms, but marketers struggle to get consistent feedback from customers. The
marketing paradigm for the environmental imperative, according to Kotler, is that we must reorient our
thinking about marketing and reimagine what it means. That is, we must integrate sustainability into every
facet of marketing in order to meet customers’ constantly changing desires and demands.

A common theme in the reviewed literature is the skepticism surrounding green marketing, the
cause of which is mostly greenwashing. According to Chen and Chang, greenwash can lead to consumers
losing faith in the brand and its products, which diminishes the efficiency of green marketing campaigns.

A study by Delmas and Burbano about the drivers of greenwash and the change in customers’
opinions confirms this statement. Consumer attitudes towards sustainable products seem to be heavily
influenced by their demographics and values. To reach different types of customers, targeted advertising
strategies may need to be employed, as demonstrated by D’Souza et al. regarding the impact of demographic
factors on the understanding of eco-labeling. Specialization in sustainable goods, Laroche et al. focus on
the consumer willingness to pay a premium for environmentally friendly alternatives. Social pressure and
norms also play a substantial role in shaping consumer behaviors concerning sustainable consumption.
Cultural norms and values identified by Goldsmith and Goldsmith show that social influence is a significant
driver of environmentally sustainable behaviors within the household. Overall, the existing body of
literature demonstrates how complex and multi-layered consumer reactions to sustainable marketing can
be and reveals the influence of environmental and social factors on them. Additionally, there is sufficient
evidence that, despite challenges, marketing approaches that integrate sustainability can lead to short-term
gains and long-term brand engagement.

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In seeking to identify the deep layers of customer reactions to sustainable marketing tactics, this study
employs a qualitative approach to research. The research team conducted semi-structured interviews and
focus group discussions with a diverse group of participants selected in terms of age, gender, socioeconomic
status, and environmental awareness level and intensity, earning more feedback on how the people really
feel and act concerning sustainable marketing and products. Thus, we chose the research methods to
understand how green marketers target the multi-dimensional decision-making process of their consumers.
We also employed open-ended semi-structured interviews and focus groups, asking each participant to
express his or her personal experiences based on extensive literature coverage on sustainable marketing and
consumer behavior. The thorough methodology incorporates the thematic analysis of the collected data to
identify patterns and themes with an idea of generating insights into the subject topic. The purpose of using
such a methodology, in this case, is to reveal consumer decision-making processes and understand the
meaning and interpretation which customers tend to place on sustainable marketing tactics.

3. FINDINGS
These themes can be investigated using thematic analysis of the qualitative data gathered through the focus
groups and semi-structured interviews:
i.  Price and Accessibility

ii.  How genuine do people view green advertisements?

iii.  How often do they assume green ads are being deceptive?

iv.  How many will avoid a brand if they suspect this?

v.  This prioritizes achieving record utilization factors.
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3.1 Greenwashing impact
Among the lessons learned from the data, one of the most crucial is that appearing authentic in green
advertising clearly influenced customer behavior. If respondents believed a company was genuinely
committed to sustainability, many of them reported that they were more likely to engage with them and
make purchases. In addition, if consumers viewed brands as credible and genuine in their sustainability
efforts, they are more likely to establish trust with them. Therefore, the lesson on authenticity in green
marketing and its impact on shaping customer behaviors aligns with the literature review on green trust, as
discussed by Chen and Chang.

Another lesson concerns Value Resemblance and Customer Loyalty. The data shows the
heightened importance for consumers to share their environmental priorities with brands. As a result of
having this value in common with the brands, the consumers remain loyal, especially when it relates to
sustainability. For example, recycled purchasing behavior and advocacy behaviors, such as W-o0-M,
confirm this finding. As Laroche and colleagues have already indicated, customers are willing to pay more
for products that reflect their environmental beliefs, and our study confirms this argument. Finally, the
lesson on the negative influence of Greenwashing presents the boomerang effect. The brands that
respondents considered green-washing, elicited skepticism and mistrust. Delmas and Burbano warned
concerning the negative effect on customer trust and brand loyalty in this case. Consequently, this
conditioned-punishing attitude towards green themes indicates the importance of honest and
straightforward green marketing.

3.2 Cost and Availability Matter
Most of the participants would opt for sustainable products, but still, a lot fall short due to the limited cost
and availability chances. A lot of people shared that they do not buy the sustainable product due to the high
price or not having enough of them. Laroche et al. confirmed that people’s purchasing tendencies are
affected by certain third variables like income and availability of the products . Selling sustainable products
at a normal cost with a varied array of products can largely affect the decision-making process.

4. DISCUSSION

This research brings new evidence of how sustainable marketing is impacting the customer’s behavior.
Rather than just accepting whatever form of marketing, consumers are actively choosing firms that
showcase more of their sustainably concerned side. Authenticity and value-coordination are the very thing
that draws customers to build up brand loyalty. Therefore, marketers must make it clear that their green
marketing is built on a genuinely sustainable basis and not just for the looks. Transparency is critical for
green marketing, and greenwashing can deeply damage the company’s reputation. Brands should not
blatantly lie on the marketing spot about their sustainable plans and how they operate. This is crucial if a
company wants to maintain a strong relationship and rapport between like-minded customers.

Additionally, demonstrated accessibility and pricing suggest that sustainable products do have a
market, but one that companies could tap into even more if they made their products more affordable and
easier to find. In other words, companies need to address the distribution and cost problems for sustainable
products to grow in popularity. Finally, the research demonstrates a tight connection between sustainable
marketing and customer behavior. Therefore, affirming that the removal of barriers such as affordability
and accessibility is critical for the wider adoption of sustainable products and that honesty, compatibility
with consumer values, and openness can influence the final purchasing decision.

These findings could serve as a guideline for companies seeking to attract more eco-conscious
customers and reinforce their similar initiatives. Conclusion Authenticity, openness, and value congruity
are three key points of this research on how sustainable marketing deeply influences customer behavior. |
have also proven that poor consumer trust due to greenwashing and price accessibility are crucial for
environmentally conscious purchasing. Transparency, real sustainability participation, consumer education,
dropping unsustainable solution prices, and eliciting feedback are key recommendations. Data like this can
guide companies on how to fulfill consumer expectations while also saving the planet, resulting in better
marketing decisions and a more sustainable future.
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4. RECOMMENDATION
Due to the established limitations, here are five brief recommendations based on other research on
sustainable marketing and the results of this study.

i.  Companies can gain trust from consumers and reduce the amount of mistrust generated by
greenwashing by offering greater transparency on their sustainability actions.

ii.  To meet the requirements of their customers while staying true to their own beliefs, companies
must implement authentic sustainability actions into their marketing plan and original business
model.

iii.  Todispel misunderstandings, businesses may also spend money on how much their goods have an
impact on the surroundings and why certifications are critical.

iv.  To put it another way, price and accessibility can have a big influence on purchasing conduct:
businesses should make sustainable goods less costly and more accessible to turn people into
buyers.

v. To develop marketing and effectiveness campaigns, businesses should establish means for
customer engagement.
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