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ABSTRACT 

The party identification of individuals is influenced by various factors. The two models of party 

identification i.e., the expressive model and the instrumental model signify the long-term and short-

term socio-political factors respectively. The study hypothesizes that the long-term factors i.e., family 

socializing factor, peer group, and religious group affiliation significantly affect the party identification 

of the individuals in Peshawar valley of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province of Pakistan. The study is 

based on an in-person survey conducted for the Ph.D. studies from February to April 2021. A total of 

1196 responses were documented out of a total of 1500 questionnaires distributed. The study 

investigated the public perspective based on long-term factors such as family socialization, peer group 

affiliation, and religious group affiliation in affecting party identification by determining the 

frequencies and percentages of responses using statistical tools and descriptive statistics. The 

correlation and the association are also investigated by applying specific statistical tools. The analysis 

of the public perspective regarding the role of family socializing factor, per group factor, and religious 

group affiliation indicate the close contiguity of the individuals with these factors and their influence 

on party identification behavior of the individuals in a political party system in Peshawar valley of KP 

province of Pakistan. The Kendall tau_b and chi-square tests of the correlations and association of the 

family socializing factor, peer group factor, and religious group affiliation with party identification 

further confirm the correlation and association of these factors with party identification, which confirm 

the significant influence. 

Keywords: Party identification, Peshawar valley, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Expressive party 

identification, Family socializing factor, peer group, religious group affiliation, Politics of Pakistan 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Party identification is broadly defined as a psychological attachment to a political party. It is also 

regarded as the individual personal affective orientation to the group or political party that affects the 

attitudes and voting behavior in a political party system. The concept is theorized to be based on two 

models in contemporary literature.  

The expressive model, which is known as the traditional approach to party identification 

hypothesizes partisanship primarily as an affective attachment to a party, that mainly develops in 

childhood through early childhood socialization. The family, peer group, and affiliation with any other 

group i.e., the religious group play a dominating role. The instrumental approach takes party 

identification as a running tally of political events and is responsive to events and individual attitudes 

on contemporary political and economic issues. The individual's prospective and retrospective 

evaluations of the leaders, and political party plays a significant role in political attitude.  
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This specific study hypothesizes that party identification of the individuals is significantly 

influenced by the family socializing factor (FASF), peer group (PEGR), and religious group affiliation 

(REGA).  For this purpose, the study investigates the public perspectives regarding the role and 

influence of the family socializing factor, peer group factor, and religious group affiliation factor 

concerning party identification (PAID) of the individuals to describe the linkage of the individuals with 

the said three factors.  The study further investigates the correlations and association of these factors 

among themselves as well as with party identification as a dependent variable. Apart from limited study 

to the analysis of three factors mentioned above, the quantitative study is limited to the Peshawar valley 

of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)  province of Pakistan and is based on survey research conducted from 

February to April 2021 in the selected area. 

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) is one of the four federating units in Pakistan's federal polity. 

It is the smallest province in terms of geography and the third in terms of population. One of the four 

distinct regions of KP province of Pakistan, the Peshawar valley consists of Mardan and Peshawar 

divisions. Two districts from each division i.e., The district of Swabi and Mardan from one division and 

the district of Charsadda and Peshawar from the other division are randomly selected to get a 

representative sample of the valley. 

Apart from the subject of electoral politics that is covered extensively in Pakistani literature 

(Malik, 2014; Mujahid, 1971; Mushtaq, 2018; Syed, 1991; Waseem, 2006; Wilder, 1999) and most 

particularly in KP province (M. Ahmad & Rabbi, 2013; M. S. Ahmad, 2011; M. S. Ahmad et al., 2014; 

Bashir, 2013; FarmanUllah & Islam, 2019; Khan, 1986; Rizwan, 2014), the concept of party 

identification is also debated although not extensively in Pakistani literature (FarmanUllah, 2014; 

FarmanUllah & Fakhr-ul-Islam, 2014; FarmanUllah & Jan, 2016). Apart from these, any specific 

qualitative and quantitative work is largely missing on the concept of party identification in Pakistani 

literature. 

But despite this lack of any specific scholarly work on the concept of party identification, the 

scholars have approached the various underlying factors influencing political behavior and party 

identification in different ways in Pakistani literature. Mehmood and Rauf do not specifically focus on 

party identification but investigate the family impact on the political attitudes of the young partisan in 

detail (Mehmood & Rauf, 2018). Rahman and colleagues' study investigates how family affects the 

voting behavior as well as the political behavior of the individual in KP province of Pakistan (Rahman 

et al., 2021). At the same time Saud and colleagues' study focus on youth political behavior and political 

participation in Pakistan and the role of family that significantly influences the attitude of youth towards 

politics and political activities (Saud et al., 2020). Relating the role of media and interpersonal 

communication Memon and colleagues' study demonstrate how peer group through political interaction, 

discussion, and interpersonal communication significantly motivate the political attitudes among 

individuals (Memon et al., 2018). Mehmood and colleagues argue that how religious instruction’s role 

is significant among families who have strong party identification with religious parties (Mehmood & 

Rauf, 2018). Despite, these, and other studies related to social and political factors of political attitude 

and more specifically electoral behavior, the gap exists concerning party identification and its 

underlying factors. This specific study deals specifically with the influence, correlations, and 

association of three important social factors (family socializing factor, peer group, factor, and religious 

group affiliation) and hypothesize that family socializing factor, peer group, factor, and religious group 

affiliation significantly influence party identification of the individual in Peshawar valley of KP 

province of Pakistan.  

After the introduction, the next section deals with a review of the related party identification. The 

methodology is discussed in the third section. The fourth section presents the results based on statistical 

analysis. The fifth section underscores the discussion of the study while the subsequent section 

concludes the paper. 

2. PARTY IDENTIFICATION: THE TWO ALTERNATIVE MODELS 

The section reviews the concept of party identification, its two important models, as well as the literature 

regarding the role of family factor, peer group factor, and religious group affiliation as dynamics of 

party identification.  

Party identification is a well-debated topic in political science. It is defined as a psychological 

attachment with a political party or an individual personal affective orientation to the group or political 
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party that affects the attitudes and voting behavior in a political party system(Lewis-Beck et al., 2008). 

It is also described as a psychological identification one that “characterizes the individual's affective 

orientation to an important group-object in his environment” (Campbell et al., 1960, pp-121). The 

psychological attachment with parties is like the affiliation of the individuals with a religious group, 

class, racial, and ethnic group persistent for a long time, that not only affect directly and indirectly the 

vote choice and other political attitudes(Hutchings & Jefferson, 2017; Bartels, 2002). As such it serves 

as a cue in decision-making towards the political world, which affects individual attitudes about 

leadership, foreign policy, domestic policy, and performance of the party while in government(M. 

Lewis-Beck et al., 2016). 

The scholars have identified two models of party identification based on early understandings 

and later developments of the concept. These are expressive and instrumental models of party 

identification. Both models rely on varying factors for their development, sustainability, change, and 

fluctuation in party identification. 

The expressive model, known as the traditional approach to party identification theorize 

partisanship primarily as an affective attachment to a party, mainly develops in childhood through the 

influence of parents' political affiliation (Campbell et al., 1960, pp-149), remains stable for a long, and 

is rarely influenced by the situational factors. It shapes the individual personal political views, a 

criterion, and clues for judging the candidate and issues, frame voting decisions, and even influences 

the level of political participation(Dalton, 2016). As an affective attachment to a political party, the 

expressive model also has termed partisanship as the most stable, effective, and identity-based 

validating its emotional, non-rational, and nonpolitical nature (Holmberg, 2007). Likewise, it is the 

outcome of the long-term socialization process, which in most cases transfers from parents to 

descendants and defines the individual attitude and belief system(Achen, 2002; Schoen & Schumann, 

2007). The individuals inherit a party identification from their parents and the social environment in 

which they are raised, and it is further characterized by stability and resistance to contrary influence 

and works as an exogenous factor, not affected by the political variable that it is used to explain (Bakker 

et al., 2015; Campbell et al., 1960; M. Lewis-Beck et al., 2016). 

Besides family and parents, peer group political orientation equally affects the individual party 

identification and political attitude. Politically engaged peer group encourages individual political 

affiliations to be more vigilant and responsive(Campos et al., 2017). Other studies like Brown and 

Colleague (MacKuen & Brown, 1987), Kenny (Kenny, 2015), and Beck (Beck, 2002), also support the 

hypothesis that peer groups, group affiliation, and discussion networks positively affect political party 

identification.  

Religious group affiliation or inclination towards religious beliefs has been regarded as one of 

the important dynamics of political behavior and party identification. The studies like (Layman, 1997; 

Wald, 2015) argue that affiliation with a religious group is significantly associated with political 

behavior, political participation, and party identification. Mehmood and Rauf also argue that religious 

instruction’s role is significant among families who have strong party identification with religious 

parties (Mehmood & Rauf, 2018). 

Thus, it stated that party identification as hypothesized by the expressive approach is a result 

of the early life socialization process, whereby parents, family, head of the family, or sibling affiliation 

with the politics and political party, the peer group affiliation, and the religious group affiliation affect 

the political behavior of partisanship. 

The instrumental approach takes party identification as a running tally of political events 

(Bartels, 2002), changeable and responsive to events and individual attitudes on contemporary political 

and economic issues (Niemi & Jennings, 1991). The individual's prospective and retrospective 

evaluations of the leaders, and political parties’ performance plays a significant role in political attitude. 

As such the party identification becomes a manifestation and outcome of party performance, leaders, 

ideological beliefs, and personal preferences(Huddy & Bankert, 2017).  

Based on the instrumental model various factors influence party identification.  Among these, the 

political party factors, including party agendas and policy stand on various issues (Greene, 2002; Tucker 

et al., 2018), the political leadership; the performance, as well as the personality (Bittner, 2011; Takens 

et al., 2015), the political campaign and propaganda; its effectiveness and severity (Stevenson, 2020), 

the media; including print, electronic and social media campaign (Mendelsohn, 1996; Pinkleton et al., 

2009), the economic as well as the prospective and retrospective evaluation of the individuals (C. Lewis-
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Beck & Martini, 2020), and the institutional rules that govern the party system as well as the elections; 

including the role of state institutions, the number of political parties, and the electoral market (Chung, 

1996; Wu & Ali, 2020), etc., are of tantamount significance.  

3. METHODOLOGY 

The study is based on survey research conducted in 2021 from the registered voter in Peshawar valley 

of the KP province which is the universe of the study. Peshawar valley is one of the four regions of KP 

province. While the original questionnaire consisted of more than 100 items questions and was divided 

into 13 variables, this specific study is only limited to three variables “family socializing factor (FASF), 

peer group (PEGR), and religious group affiliation (REGA)” and a dependent variable; the party 

identification (PAID). Each variable is consisting of seven item questions.  A pilot testing was 

undertaken to check the workability of the measurement and testing instrument. The questionnaire was 

translated into Urdu language and a team was hired to undertake the survey. The questionnaire was 

structured based on a Likert scale with responses ranging from strongly agree (SA=6 to strongly 

disagree (SD=1). The primary data from 1196 voters were collected from the target population 

(registered voters) based on the probability sampling technique keeping in view the stratified random 

sampling and giving proper representation to selected districts (Swabi, Mardan, Charsadda, and 

Peshawar), male, female, and rural, urban categories. Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS 

24) is used to analyze and interpret the data. The Public perspective is based on the descriptive statistical 

test of frequency and percentage of the respondents. The seven items for each variable are also 

computed into one variable to find out the combined mean value, correlations, and associations of the 

variables. The response level is also changed from 6 to 3 response levels to recode the same into 

different variables, to calculate the mean values for comparison. As the data is not normally distributed 

hence the non-parametric tests (Kendall’s tau-b and Chi-square statistical test) are applied to test 

correlations and associations of the variables. 

4. STATISTICAL ANALYSIS  

Keeping in perspective the primary data it is asserted that most of the voters belong to rural areas, have 

lower middle income, up to matriculations educational level, doing business and agriculture activities, 

and reside in the joint family system in different areas of Peshawar valley. 

This section further consists of the subsection on the description of the public perspective of the 

family socializing factor, the peer group factor, and the religious group affiliation. A section is also 

included that underscores the correlation and association of the variables. 

4.1. Public Perspective of the Respondents by Their Response to Family Socializing Factor of 

Party Identification 

The family is a significant factor that affects political behavior. Scholars have attributed the family as 

the foremost socializing factor in political behavior(Achen, 2002; Niemi & Jennings, 1991). Tedin 

(1974) demonstrates that children are more likely to perceive parental party identification accurately. 

Ojeda and colleagues describe that communication within a household and positive affection between 

parents and children enhances the transmission of values from parents to child, especially party 

identification (Ojeda & Hatemi, 2015). Roker and colleagues have documented how strong political 

participation and involvement among parents affect young people's political development (Roker et al., 

2010). Likewise in the Pakistani perspective, Mehmood and Rauf's work focusing on one district of KP 

province of Pakistan relates that political party association, political discussion within the family, and 

political participation of the family members are significantly associated with the political attitudes of 

the young partisan (Mehmood & Rauf, 2018). Rahman and colleagues' study also supports the claim 

that family is one of the many important determinants that influence the political behavior of the 

individual in the KP province of Pakistan (Rahman et al., 2021). Likewise, Saud and colleagues' study 

on youth political behavior and political participation in Pakistan also highlights the role of family that 

significantly influence the attitude of youth towards politics and political activities (Saud et al., 2020). 

The role of the family is evaluated through seven items questions in the survey study.  

The analysis demonstrates that more than half (56.1%) of the respondents responded in favor 

of an agreement with the statement that their head of family makes advice to the family members to 

support a political party. Similarly, the data asserts that more than half (53.5 %) of the respondents 

agree with the statement that parents discuss politics or political parties at home. Likewise, the primary 

https://www.spss-tutorials.com/spss-what-is-it/
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data shows that more than half (53%) of the respondents responsed in favor of an agreement with the 

statement that their family members participate in party activities. Regarding the statement, that their 

family members participate in an electoral campaign, more than half (54.8 %) of the respondents agree 

with the statement. Similarly, more than half (56.7 %) of the respondent's responses favored agreement 

with the statement that their family members participate in political rallies. Likewise, the primary data 

demonstrate that around half (48.4%) of the respondents agree, while more than half (51.6 %) of the 

respondents disagree with the statement that their family members participate in corner meetings of the 

party. At the same time, the data asserts that a meager number (35%) of the respondents are agreeing, 

while a considerable proportion (65 %) of the respondents disagree with the statement that their family 

raises funds or provides financial support to the party.  

The description of the individual public perspective demonstrates that family socializing factors 

moderately influence the partisanship attitude and behavior of the individuals.  The mean value for all 

the items is near to central tendency but inclined towards agreement except for the last value of 2.65. 

Similarly, the computed variables mean value is 23.47, while the recoded variable mean value is 1.85 

which also shows the moderate propensity of the family socializing on individual behavior towards 

party identification. 

Table 4.2: Public Perspective of the Respondents by Their Response to Family Socializing Factor 

of Party Identification 

Strongly Agree = SA to Strongly Disagree = SD 

Sr. No Statements SA 

f (%) 

A 

f (%) 

SLA 

f (%) 

SLD 

f (%) 

D 

f (%) 

SD 

f (%) 

Mean 

i.  The head of the family 

advised supporting the 

party 

148 

(12.4) 

284 

(23.7) 

239 

(20.0) 

140 

(11.7) 

295 

(24.7) 

90 

(07.5) 

3.65 

ii.  Your parents discuss 

politics or political 

parties at home 

104 

(08.7) 

229 

(19.1) 

307 

(25.7) 

176 

(14.7) 

210 

(17.6) 

170 

(14.2) 

3.44 

iii.  Family members 

participate in party 

activities 

79 

(6.6) 

199 

(16.6) 

356 

(29.8) 

219 

(18.3) 

197 

(16.5) 

146 

(12.2) 

3.42 

iv.  Family members 

participate in an 

electoral campaign  

74 

(6.2) 

253 

(21.2) 

328 

(27.4) 

218 

(18.2) 

213 

(17.8) 

110 

(9.2) 

3.52 

v.  Family members 

participate in political 

rallies  

77 

(6.4) 

263 

(22.0) 

338 

(28.3) 

189 

(15.8) 

169 

(14.1) 

160 

(13.4) 

3.51 

vi.  Family members 

participate in corner 

meetings of the party 

62 

(5.2) 

236 

(19.7) 

281 

(23.5) 

188 

(15.7) 

248 

(20.7) 

181 

(15.1) 

3.28 

vii.  Your family raises 

funds or provides 

financial support to the 

party 

64 

(5.4) 

 

132 

(11.0) 

 

222 

(18.6) 

 

145 

(12.1) 

 

175 

(14.6) 

 

458 

(38.3) 

 

2.65 

viii.  Family socializing factor (FASF) computed variable  23.47 

ix.  Family socializing factor (FASF) recoded into three response level variables 1.85 

4.2.  Public Perspective of the Respondents by Their Response to Peer Group Factor of Party 

Identification  

Peer group is another important socializing institution that largely affects political attitude and behavior. 

Influential studies like those of Brown and Colleague (MacKuen & Brown, 1987), Kenny (Kenny, 

2015), and Beck (Beck, 2002), support the hypothesis that peer groups and discussion networks 

positively affect political party identification. Memon and colleagues in their study on the agents of 

political socialization in Pakistani society also substantiate the role of the peer group through political 

interaction, discussion, and interpersonal communication as highly significant for motivating political 



Party identification in Peshawar 

505 
 

attitudes among individuals (Memon et al., 2018). The respondent's concern about peer groups is 

documented by asking the following seven-item questions. 

The analysis asserts that a good proportion (76.5%) of the respondent's response is in favor of 

an agreement with the statement that they participate in political discussion with their colleagues. 

Similarly, a handsome proportion (72.9 %) of the respondents agree with the statement that their 

colleagues participate in political activities. Likewise, a good proportion (69.2%) of the respondents 

responded in favor of an agreement with the statement that their colleagues are members of a political 

party. Referring to the statement that respondents socialize and interact with their colleagues, the data 

primary data demonstrate that a good proportion (76.6 %) of the respondents agree with the statement. 

Similarly, the data asserts that a significant proportion (68.7 %) of the respondent's response is in favor 

of an agreement with the statement that they join colleagues in political campaigns. Likewise, it is 

asserted that a considerable number (63.2%) of the respondents agree with the statement that their 

family members participate in corner meetings of the party. Lastly, the data demonstrate that a good 

proportional number (63.6 %) of the respondents agree with the statement that they join colleagues in 

political protests (Dharna, etc.).  

The description demonstrates that the public perspective concerning the role of peer groups on 

party identification is relatively highly encouraging among individuals.  The mean value for all the 

items is higher than the central tendency. Similarly, the computed variable mean value is 28.13, while 

the recoded variable mean value is 2.32 which confirms the strong influence of peer group on the 

individual behavior of party identification.  

Table 4.3: Public Perspective of the Respondents by Their Response to Peer Group Factor of 

Party Identification 

Strongly Agree = SA to Strongly Disagree = SD 

Sr. No Statement SA 

f (%) 

A 

f (%) 

SLA 

f (%) 

SLD 

f (%) 

D 

f (%) 

SD 

f %) 

Mean 

i.  You participate in political 

discussion with your 

colleagues 

287 

(24.0) 

366 

(30.6) 

262 

(21.9) 

125 

(10.5) 

106 

(8.9) 

50 

(4.2) 

4.38 

ii.  Your colleagues participate in 

political activities  

93 

(7.8) 

291 

(24.3) 

488 

(40.8) 

130 

(10.9) 

119 

(9.9) 

75 

(6.3) 

3.90 

iii.  your colleagues are members 

of a political party  

108 

(9.0) 

340 

(28.4) 

380 

(31.8) 

197 

(16.5) 

101 

(8.4) 

70 

(5.9) 

3.96 

iv.  You always socialize and 

interact with your colleagues 

330 

(27.6) 

345 

(28.8) 

241 

(20.2) 

160 

(13.4) 

72 

(6.0) 

47 

(3.9) 

4.47 

v.  You join colleagues in 

political campaigns 

107 

(8.9) 

294 

(24.6) 

421 

(35.2) 

149 

(12.5) 

156 

(13.0) 

69 

(5.8) 

3.87 

vi.  You join colleagues in 

political rallies 

101 

(8.4) 

319 

(26.7) 

336 

(28.1) 

191 

(16.0) 

156 

(13.0) 

93 

(7.8) 

3.78 

vii.  You join colleagues in 

political protests (Dharna etc.) 

107 

(8.9) 

324 

(27.1) 

330 

(27.6) 

168 

(14.0) 

172 

(14.4) 

95 

(7.9) 

3.78 

viii.  Peer Group (PEGR) computed variable  28.13 

ix.  Peer Group (PEGR) recoded into three response level variables 2.32 

4.3. Public Perspective of the Respondents by their Response to Religious Group Affiliation 

Factor of Party Identification  

Affiliation with religion or religious group or inclination towards religious beliefs has been documented 

as one of the important determinants of political behavior and party identification. Various studies 

(Layman, 1997; Wald, 2015) upheld the proposition that affiliation with a religious group is 

significantly associated with political behavior, political participation, and party identification. 

Similarly, Mehmood and Rauf argue that religious instruction’s role is significant among families who 

have strong party identification with religious parties (Mehmood & Rauf, 2018). Islam as a religion is 

one of the strongest determinants of politics in the KP province of Pakistan. And more importantly, the 

Pashtuns mainly living in Peshawar valley viewed Islam as one of the principal constituents of their 

Pashtun self-definition. They regard Muslim ways of life and Pashtun culture as complementing each 
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other (Rauf & Ayaz, 2011). The structural influence of the interplay of religion and culture in Peshawar 

valley makes the religious affiliations, religious interaction, and interpersonal communications with 

religious congregational colleagues as well as with religious political party leaders an important 

determinant of political attitude and behavior. 

The analysis of the primary data demonstrates that a significant proportion (73.8%) of the 

respondent's response is in favor of an agreement with the statement that they learn a lot from their 

devoted religious friends. Similarly, the data asserts that more than half (56.5 %) of the respondents 

agree with the statement that they often socialize with their religious congregational colleagues. 

Likewise, more than half (54.8%) of the respondents responded in favor of an agreement with the 

statement that religious parties’ electoral campaigns are effective. By the same token, more than half 

(58.6 %) of the respondents agree with the statement that religious leaders’ electoral campaigns are 

influential. Similarly, the data also asserts that more than half (55.8 %) of the respondent's response is 

in favor of an agreement with the statement that people generally support parties having the same sect. 

likewise, more than half (60.3%) of the respondents agree with the statement that ‘religious parties’ role 

is positive in our society. Lastly, the data avows that the majority (83 %) of the respondents agree with 

the statement that religion and politics are two different things.  

The description of the public perspective demonstrates that the role of religious group affiliation 

significantly affects the partisanship behavior of individuals.  The mean value for all the items is higher 

than the central tendency. Similarly, the computed variable mean value is 27.41, higher than the family 

factor but lower than the peer group factor. Likewise, the recoded variable mean value is 2.22 which is 

also higher than the family factor but higher than the peer group factor which confirms the higher 

relevancy of peer group for party identification behavior of individuals. 

Table 4.4: Public Perspective of the Respondents by Their Response to Religious Group 

Affiliation Factor of Party Identification 

Strongly Agree = SA to Strongly Disagree = SD 

Sr. 

No 

Statements SA 

f (%) 

A 

f (%) 

SLA 

f (%) 

SLD 

f (%) 

D 

f (%) 

SD 

f (%) 

Mean 

i.  You learn a lot from your 

devoted religious friends 

227 

(19.0) 

308 

(25.8) 

347 

(29.0) 

131 

(11.0) 

153 

(12.8) 

30 

(2.5) 

4.20 

ii.  You often socialize with your 

religious congregational 

colleagues 

118 

(9.9) 

278 

(23.2) 

280 

(23.4) 

150 

(12.5) 

213 

(17.8) 

157 

(13.1) 

3.55 

iii.  Religious parties’ electoral 

campaigns are effective. 

161 

(13.5) 

222 

(18.6) 

272 

(22.7) 

230 

(19.2) 

200 

(16.7) 

111 

(9.3) 

3.65 

iv.  Religious leaders’ electoral 

campaigns are influential. 

140 

(11.7) 

261 

(21.8) 

300 

(25.1) 

207 

(17.3) 

194 

(16.2) 

94 

(7.9) 

3.72 

v.  People generally support 

parties having the same sect 

218 

(18.2) 

257 

(21.5) 

193 

(16.1) 

159 

(13.3) 

176 

(14.7) 

193 

(16.1) 

3.67 

vi.  Religious parties’ role is 

positive in our society 

165 

(13.8) 

303 

(25.3) 

253 

(21.2) 

194 

(16.2) 

170 

(14.2) 

111 

(9.3) 

3.80 

vii.  Religion and politics are two 

different things 

537 

(44.9) 

269 

(22.5) 

187 

(15.6) 

83 

(6.9) 

78 

(6.5) 

42 

(3.5) 

4.82 

viii.  Religious Group Affiliation (REGA) computed variable  27.41 

ix.  Religious Group Affiliation (REGA) recoded into three response level variables 2.22 

4.4. Correlation and Association of Family Socializing Factor, Peer Group, Religious Group 

Affiliation, and Party Identification 

Association of the family socializing factor, peer group, and religious group affiliation were drawn 

against party identification. Kendall's Tau_b is a nonparametric measure of the strength and direction 

of association that exists between two variables measured on at least an ordinal scale. 

Table 4.5 depict that there is a significant positive correlation between family socializing factor 

and peer group (tau_b = .292).  The table also demonstrates that there is a moderate positive correlation 

between family socializing factors and religious group affiliation (tau_b = .103). Likewise, the family 

socializing factor is significantly correlated with party identification (tau_b = .133). At the same times, 
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the table manifest significant positive correlation between peer group and religious group affiliation 

(tau_b = .192) and party identification (tau_b = .101). The table further depicts a significant positive 

correlation between religious group affiliation and party identification (tau_b = .307). The analysis 

confirms that among the three factors, the religious group affiliation is significantly associated with 

party identification while the remaining two are moderately correlated. 

Table 4.5: Kendall's Tau_b of Family Socializing Factor, Peer Group, Religious Group 

Affiliation, and Party Identification 

Variables FASF PEGR REGA PAID 

FASF 1.000 .292** .103** .133** 

PEGR  1.000 .192** .101** 

REGA   1.000 .307** 

PAID    1.000 

The Chi-square test is a statistical test that examines whether two variables are dependent or 

independent. Independent means that two variables are not related, while dependent means that two 

variables are related or associated. We generally say that one variable is “not correlated with” or 

“independent of” the other if a change in one is not associated with the change in another variable. 

When the two variables are associated or correlated their values tend to move together either in the 

same direction or in the opposite direction. The less than the significance level (0.05) imply statistically 

significant results. The three variables are checked against the dependent variable: that is party 

identification.  

Table 4.6 indicates that the family socializing factor is statistically significantly associated with 

party identification (p-value .000) accepting the research hypothesis. The hypothesis implies that family 

or parents’ involvement in politics and parties is correlated with the party identification of offspring. 

Likewise, the peer group is significantly associated with party identification (p-value .000). The peer 

group includes colleagues, co-workers, classmates, or friends. Religious group affiliation, especially 

the religious beliefs and the religious leaders, is significantly associated with party identification (p-

value .000) which accepts the research hypothesis and rejects the null hypothesis.  

In short, the family socializing factor, peer group, and religious group affiliation are statistically 

significantly associated and correlated with the party identification of the respondents. The test as 

described earlier does not say in what direction or to what extent this significance is meaningful. It 

simply implies that the variables have a causal effect on the dependent variable, the party identification.  

Table 4.6: Chi-Square Statistical Test (Dependent Variable: Party identification-PAID) 

Sr. No Variable name Variable 

code 

Chi-Square 

value 

df Asymptotic 

Significance (2-sided) 

i.  Family Socializing 

Factors 

FASF 2953.708a 1462 .000 

ii.  Peer Group PEGR 2658.605a 1505 .000 

iii.  Religious Group 

Affiliation 

REGA 3563.684a 1333 .000 

5. DISCUSSION  

According to the analysis of the family socializing factor, a handsome number of the respondents are 

committed or close to their families and their dynamics. The mean values for all the items and the 

computed value of the combined variable demonstrate the tendency of the responses towards median 

but inclined in support of the agreement and not at one or other extreme. The head of the family makes 

advice the family members to support a political party, and, in most cases, parents discuss politics or 

political parties at home. In a traditional rural-based society, where most of the people live in a joint 

family system, the role of the head of the family and the political discussion of the parents keep the 

offspring not only intact within the family but also with specific political ideology. It is also worth 

stating that family members are participating in electoral campaigns and interlinked political activities, 

including rallies, corner meetings, raising funds, etc. as reported by the respondents, that imprint upon 

offspring political values. The analysis of the public perspective about the family socializing factor 
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indicates that the family socializing factor of the individual is one of the significant factors in politics, 

political behavior, and party identification of the individual in Peshawar valley.  

The data further indicate that the family socializing factor is correlated with the peer group, 

religious group affiliation, and party identification to a varying degree that further confirming that the 

individuals' peer group, religious affiliations, and party identification are significantly influenced by the 

family socializing factor. The chi-square test also confirms that the family socializing factor is 

statistically significantly associated with party identification for the selected data set. The significant 

correlation and association confirm the significant influence of the family socializing factor on party 

identification.  

Niemi & Jennings, (1991) and Tedin's (1974) studies also pinpoint the family as an agent of political 

socialization. Authors demonstrate that political interest and more importantly partisan inclination start 

in early adolescence when the parents exercise an overt political activity. Achen's (2002) work contends 

that children adopt parents' party identification as a rational choice from the available options. Likewise, 

Ojeda and Hatemi (2015) describe the important role of political communication within a household, 

which enhances the transmission of values from parents to child, especially party identification. 

From the Pakistani perspective Mehmood and Rauf (2018), Rahman et al., (2021), and Saud et 

al., (2020) work focus on political party association, political discussion within the family, and political 

participation of the family members as significantly associated with political attitudes of the young 

partisan. 

It is also important to mention that various studies including Gaither et al., (2015) Greene (1999, 

2002), and Huddy and Bankert (2017) have related the significant role of social identification with a 

group as compared to the family as a socializing factor. However, as a traditional society of Peshawar 

valley, this study finds it interesting that the family role is significant in partisans. The study asserts that 

family is playing a significant role in socialization among the individuals in Peshawar valley. Political 

values are in part influenced by family values and traditions. 

According to the analysis of the peer group factor, the majority of the respondents are 

committed or close to their peer group. The individuals of Peshawar valley significantly participate in 

political discussions with their colleagues. Their colleagues are members of a political party, and they 

socialize and interact with their colleagues. Similarly, the respondents join colleagues in political 

campaigns and corner meetings of the party, and they along with collogues participate often in protests 

(Dharna, etc). The close affinity with a peer group is paying a way for the positive impact of peer group 

behavior on individual political behavior. 

The primary data additionally asserts that the peer group factor is statistically significantly 

correlated with family factor, religious group affiliation, and party identification to a varying degree 

that further confirming that the individual's family factor, religious group affiliation, and party 

identification are significantly influenced by the peer group factor. The chi-square value also confirms 

that the peer group is statistically significantly associated with party identification for the selected data 

set. The significant correlation and association confirm the significant influence of peer groups on the 

party identification of the individuals.  

The study of Campos et al., (2017) emphasize the role of peer engagement. They emphasized 

that politically engaged peer group encourages individual political affiliation to be more vigilant and 

responsive. Similarly, peer groups and discussion networks positively affect the political values among 

individuals (MacKuen & Brown, 1987; Kenny, 2015; Beck, 2002). However, Memon et al., (2018) 

have enumerated various agents of socialization in Pakistani society where authors demonstrate that 

peer group engagements play a minimum role. This study maintains that just like the family factor, the 

peer group and the interaction and communication within the peer group instill politicism and political 

activism among individuals in Peshawar valley. The peer group provides an open environment 

compared to the family where individuals can express themselves freely without the obligation of the 

family tradition. The study asserts that as a socializing factor the peer group is providing a strong bond 

to individuals of the Peshawar valley and is significantly affecting the partisanship behavior.  

According to the analysis of the religious group affiliation factor, a considerable number of the 

respondents are committed or close to their religious group affiliation. The individuals learn a lot from 

their devoted religious friends, and they often socialize with their religious congregational colleagues. 

The respondents also view the religious parties’ electoral campaigns and the religious leaders’ electoral 

campaigns as influential. The participants have been found to support the same sect i.e., Sunni and Shia, 
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and that they consider the religious parties’ role as positive in society but at the same time are of the 

view that religion and politics are two different things.  

The primary data additionally asserts that religious group affiliation is statistically significantly 

correlated with family factor, peer group, and party identification with a varying degree that further 

confirms that the individual's family factor, peer group, and party identification are also significantly 

influenced by the religious group affiliation. The chi-square value also confirms that the religious group 

affiliation is statistically significantly associated with party identification for the selected data set. The 

significant correlation and association confirm the significant influence of religious group affiliation on 

the party identification of the individuals.  

Various studies (Driskell et al., 2008; Layman, 1997; Manza & Wright, 2003; Wald, 2015) 

upheld that religious identity or affiliation with a religious group is significantly associated with 

personal political behavior, political participation, and party identification. Similarly, as argued by Rauf 

and Ayaz, Islam as a religion is one of the strongest determinants of political attitude in the KP province 

of Pakistan. The Pashtuns viewed Islam as one of the principal constituents of their Pashtun self-

definition. They regard Muslim ways of life and Pashtun culture as complementing each other (Rauf & 

Ayaz, 2011). If not the religious political parties, religious instruction’s role is significant in politics. 

More especially religious ideology is contributing positively to a political attitude among the families 

who have strong party identification with religious parties (Mehmood & Rauf, 2018). The study asserts 

that as a strong social factor, the role of religion, religious instructions, and teaching, and religious 

prominent Ulemas (religious learned and knowledgeable persons) is fundamental to the social values 

of the Pashtuns society if not noticeably in politics. The respondents at Peshawar valley relate to 

religiosity which is influencing their political attitude and behavior. 

6. CONCLUSION 

The study concludes that voters in Peshawar valley in a good proportion consider the advice of the head 

of the family towards political decisions. Similarly, the families discuss political matters or parties at 

home that work as a cue for the political decisions among offspring. The participation of the family 

members in political activities, electoral campaigns, public rallies, and corner meetings motivates the 

voters toward politics and partisanship. At the same time, the voters and their family members also 

contribute funds to their political parties further enhancing their bond with the parties. The analysis 

indicates a significant influence of the family factor on the behavior of individuals. The correlation 

between family socializing factors, peer group, religious group affiliations, and party identification 

further confirms the significance of a family factor not only for the party identification but also for the 

rest of the factors. The chi-square test also pinpoints the significant association of the family socializing 

factor with party identification. The public perspective indicates a close link of the individual with the 

family socializing factor that is supportive of party identification. At the same time, the correlation and 

the association confirm the influence of family socializing factors on party identification. 

The findings are in line with Huddy et al., (2015) work, where they find the power of expressive 

partisan identity in driving political campaign involvement and related political behavior. Niemi & 

Jennings, (1991) work also points out the strong role of parents and family members in affecting the 

political behavior of partisanship. Achen (2002), Tedin (1974), Ojeda & Hatemi (2015), and Roker et 

al., (2010), also point out the strong family role in adopting partisanship. Mehmood & Rauf (2018), and 

Saud et al., (2020) work have also linked the role of the family towards party identification in the 

Pakistani context.  

Thus, it is stated that the level of political engagement of parents in the form of political 

discussion and advice of the head of the family as well as the participation of family members in rallies, 

campaigns, propaganda, and corner meetings of the political parties are significantly influencing the 

party identification level among offspring in Peshawar valley of KP province in Pakistan. 

The study also finds it interesting that voters engage in social and political discussion and 

activities including, electoral campaigns, rallies, corner meetings, and protests with their peer groups 

denoting the strong influence of peer groups on individual behavior. Similarly, the peer group has also 

been found correlated and associated not only with party identification but with family socializing 

factors and religious group affiliation. The individual close affinity with the peer group and the peer 

group statistical correlation and association indicates the positive influence of peer group on party 

identification in Peshawar valley of KP Province.  
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The finding reinforces the work of Campos et al., (2017) on the role of peer engagement, and 

other related works of Mackuen and colleagues (MacKuen & Brown, 1987), Kenny (Kenny, 2015), and 

Beck (2002) (Beck, 2002), that demonstrate that peer groups and discussion network positively affect 

the political party identification. Likewise, other such studies also demonstrate the significant role of 

peer groups among the younger age and early adolescence people after the strong family role 

(Cullingford & Morrison, 1997; Denscombe, 2009; Dunphy, 1963; Haun & Tomasello, 2011; 

Newcomb, 2006). Memon et al., (2018) assert the strong role of peer groups through political 

interaction, discussion, and interpersonal communication as highly significant for motivating political 

attitudes among individuals. 

In line with these studies, this specific study states that peer group and peer group interaction as well as 

the political participation of the peer group is affecting the political objects including party identification 

of the individual in Peshawar valley of KP province.  

The study also reveals that individuals not only socialize but learn a lot from their religious 

group affiliated colleagues. The voters also accept to have found religious parties’ electoral campaigns 

and the religious leaders’ electoral campaigns as influential. While people support the parties or 

candidates with the same sect, they also opined that religion and politics are two different things. The 

data indicate the strong linkage of individuals with religious group affiliations. At the same time, the 

statistical correlation and association further reinforce the proposition that religious group affiliation 

influence not only the family socialization factor, and peer group, but also the party identification of 

the individuals in Peshawar valley of KP.  

The popular studies substantiate the role of religious affiliation on political behavior and party 

identification. Driskell et al., (2008), LAYMAN (1997), Manza & Wright (2003) Wald (2015) studies 

upheld the proposition that religious identity or affiliation with a religious group is significantly 

associated with group behavior related to politics including party identification. The political parties 

whether, religious, conservative, or liberal have often used religion to broaden their support in society 

is evident in the history of Pakistan (Islam, 2013). Similarly, Mehmood and Rauf's (2018) study denote 

religious instruction’s role as significant among families who have strong party identification with 

religious parties (Mehmood & Rauf, 2018).  

Based on the public perspective towards religious group affiliations, and the religious 

congregational collogues as well as religious leaders and political parties, it is asserted that individuals’ 

partisanship behavior is equally influenced by the religious factors in a party system in the selected 

area. 

The public perspective analysis asserts the individual’s strong linkage with family socializing 

factors, peer group, and religious group affiliation in Peshawar valley of KP province. Similarly, the 

study indicates that family socializing factors, peer group, and religious group affiliation is strongly 

correlated and associated with party identification. The study asserts that party identification is the 

function of the family socializing factor, peer group, and religious group affiliation of individuals in 

Peshawar valley. The hypothesis that family socializing factor, peer group, factor, and religious group 

affiliation significantly influence party identification of the individual in Peshawar valley of KP 

province of Pakistan is accepted as correct.  
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