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ABSTRACT 

Neoliberalism, as a recent capitalism, advances the wellbeing of dominant groups, it corporates elites and 

the developed economies, particularly of the West, and it has negative implications for the downtrodden 

classes and third-world countries. Drawing upon the critique of neoliberalism by the recent left-wing 

writers, this study explores the novel Home Boy’s critique of resistance to the economic issues of 

neoliberalism. The study makes use of qualitative research, interpretivist paradigm and descriptive-

analytical method to explore the novel’s resistance to and critique of neoliberalism. The findings show that 

Boy portrays precarious condition of the downtrodden and working classes, absence of social protection, 

job insecurity, global disparity and spatial differentiation under the dominant ideology of neoliberalism. 

The novel reveals that neoliberal practices grind down the downtrodden, migrant workers and peripheral 

societies at global level; consequently, neoliberalism engenders resistance and hostility among them. The 

study is useful in exploring the critique of neoliberalism in literary works, including Anglophone Pakistani 

writings.  

Keywords: Neoliberalism, Resistance, corporate interests, privatization, insecurity, lack of social 

protection, downsizing, inequality and spatial differentiation. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This research investigates that the novel Home Boy proffers a critique of the various economic issues of 

neoliberalism. The novel depicts the precarious condition of the working and downtrodden classes, global 

disparity, lack of social services and protection, job insecurity and spatial differentiation under the 

prevailing system of neoliberalism. The novel depicts that neoliberalism devastates the downtrodden, 

migrant workers and the deprived sections at global level. Consequently, neoliberalism gives birth to 

opposition, resistance and resentments among the poor sections of society and working classes, including 

Pakistani immigrants in the West.    

Neoliberalism advocates economic liberalization, free trade, open market economy, privatization, 

minimum intervention of state in private businesses, and cut-back on social services (Losche, 2009, p. 4; 

Harvey, 2005, p. 2). These practices are deemed to promote the wellbeing of the few dominant groups, rich 

corporations and states, and they have negative impacts on the majority of downtrodden classes and the less 

developed countries of the globe: “through neoliberal policies the lives of the majority are made worse by 

the Minority” (Raggio, 2016, p. 15).  

            David Harvey (2005) argues that the proponents of neoliberalism advocate that neoliberal practices 

will serve the wellbeing of masses by generating wealth for all, but on the contrary, these practices 

“redistribute, rather than to generate, wealth and income” (p. 159). In this respect, Walonen (2016) 

highlights that neoliberal practices redistribute wealth “from the periphery to the centre internationally and 

from the working and middle to the upper classes domestically” (p. 9). At domestic level, in neoliberalism, 

the capital goes “upwards towards the large corporations, their wealthy CEOs, and their financial/legal 

advisers at the expense of the poor” (p. 188). Likewise, at international level, neoliberalism is supposed to 

advance the interests of the dominant corporations, and eventually the corporate elites and imperial states 
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that own these corporations. It has severely affected the peripheral and marginalized communities and the 

less developed countries of the glob: 

Peripheral societies that have suffered most markedly from the neoliberal turn due to their 

geopolitical vulnerability, works that balance a consideration of the local-level ravages of free-

marketism with an awareness of how these social realities are the product of transnational lines of 

neoimperialist influence and control. (p. 20)  

Since, in neoliberalism, wealth concentrates in the few hands of rich nations and corporate elites, as a result, 

there is an extensive inequality and a vast economic gap between the rich and the poor both at domestic and 

global level. Rajesh Makawana (2006) is of the view that neoliberalism has created a substantial inequality 

within and between the states across the world. Likewise, Krishna (2009) also highlights that due to 

unregulated system of neoliberalism “growth has always been highly unequal, producing prosperity for the 

few and immiserization for the many, both within particular nations and across the world” (p. 4). As 

neoliberalism promotes the interests of corporate elites and advanced countries of the West which exploit 

the peripheries and less developed countries of the world, consequently, the neoliberal world is “sharply 

divided into the haves and have-nots” (Walonen, 2016, p. 94). The have-nots are deprived of the basic 

necessity of life and they have no social protection. As Werlhof (2008) argues, in neoliberal states due to 

the absence of social protection and welfare programmes, there is no social protection for the poor and 

downtrodden at the time of crisis (p. 98). 

Due to substantial inequality, and wealth concentration in hands of the few rich, there is the 

emergence of conflict and divergence between the rich and the poor across the globe. “[in neoliberalism 

there is] Manichean social rift between the haves and have-nots” (Walonen, 2016, p. 94). This social rift or 

reaction against neoliberalism is also reflected in academia and various political movements. People 

belonging to the various schools of thought criticize that neoliberalism is especially the US dominated form 

of capitalism that protects the interests of dominant nations, corporate elites and has negative consequences 

for the poor. Even in the US, it is “subject[ed] to ferocious internal criticisms, from conservatives, 

nationalists, nihilists, socialists, communists and radical of all kinds” (Gamble, 2009, p. 10). For example, 

“Noam Chomsky dubs it an ‘ideological weapon’ used against the poor domestically and abroad” (cited in 

Walonen, 2016, p. 6). It is also contested more candidly by the intellectuals and the political movement of 

third-world left (Sandbrook, 2007, p. 46). Likewise, the contemporary left literary writings, particularly of 

marginalized community and third-world, also criticize the neoliberal hegemony. Especially the 

contemporary world narrative fiction contests the various issues of neoliberalism:  “[Contemporary world 

narrative fiction] variously attempts to conceptualize and resist the common political-economic dominants 

that have swept the globe within the neoliberal world system” (Walonen, 2016, p. 13) 

 Like other developing countries and peripheral societies, Pakistan as a postcolonial nation is also 

worstly affected by neoliberalism: “neoliberalism has globalized the human insecurity, poverty and 

Pakistan is no exception, though a worst case of poverty incidence” (Ahmad & Khan, 2009, p. 3). As a 

result, the contemporary Pakistani Anglophone fiction contests the various forces of neoliberalism (Khan, 

p. 88).  

This research argues that the novel Home Boy, being Anglophone Pakistani novel, also offers a 

critique of the various issues of neoliberalism and their impacts on Pakistan and its working class both in 

the country and aboard, particularly Pakistani immigrant in the US. The novel highlights that people 

belonging to the working class are severely affected by neoliberal economy. As a result, they show 

resentment and resistance toward neoliberalism.   

 

Problem Statement  

The present study investigates H. M. Naqvi’s Home Boy’s critique of and resistance to the economic issues 

of neoliberalism. Neoliberalism as a recent political economic theory has hardly ever been investigated by 

researchers in Anglophone Pakistani writings; this research is to fill this gap and to analyze how the selected 

novel has conceptualized and proffered a critique of the economic issues of neoliberalism. Moreover, the 

research also investigates resistance to neoliberalism in the novel. The research is to establish that like the 
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recent left critique of neoliberalism, the novel Home Boy also shows that neoliberalism has negative 

implications for the downtrodden classes, third-world countries and it engenders resistance among them.  

 

Significance 

Neoliberalism, though a recent political-economic theory, has been strikingly investigated in literary 

writings by the Western researchers. However, regarding Anglophone Pakistani fiction, no comprehensive 

study has examined a literary text under this angle. Even words like “neoliberal” and “neoliberalism” are 

rarely heard in Pakistani academia. This work is to tread the way by highlighting that the selected novel, as 

an example of the contemporary Anglophone Pakistani fiction, also deals with the various issues of 

neoliberalism and offers of a critique of them. Thus, the study opens door for the researchers to advance 

further in this area.   

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Although neoliberalism is a new discipline, yet it has been significantly investigated by Western 

researchers. For example, Michael K. Walonen (2016) Contemporary world narrative fiction and the 

spaces of neoliberalism (2016), Huehls (2016) After critique: twenty-first century fiction in a neoliberal 

age and Deckard & Shapiro (2016) World literature, neoliberalism, and the culture of discontent are 

recently published detailed analyses of neoliberalism along with numerous researches in literary writings 

including fiction. Regarding Anglophone Pakistani writings, very few researches are available that 

investigate neoliberalism. The review of these studies is given below: 

           Angelia Poon (2015), in her research article explores that Mohsin Hamid’s novel How to Get Filthy 

Rich in Rising Asia, as a self-help genre, satirizes the “neoliberal self”. She highlights that self-help books 

teach readers how to solve their issue and improve themselves. The readers read these books with the aim 

to transform themselves and bring self advancement according to their instructions. (p. 4). Hamid’s novel, 

How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia, as a self-help genre, satirically equates neoliberalism with 

fraudulence. It instructs the readers how to become wealthy in neoliberal age through sheer treacherous acts 

and unfair means. Thus, as self help genres, the novel ironically derides the neoliberal notion of getting 

wealth through treacherous and filthy means (p. 2).   

Ami Rogalski Raggio (2016) reads Hamid’s post 9/11 works including his novels, The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist and How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia, and his prose work, Discontent and Its 

Civilizations, through the lens of Judith Butler’s theory of precarity. Raggio highlights that the mentioned 

Hamid’s post 9/11 work writes back to the Western framing of [South] Asian and Pakistani Muslims with 

terrorism. His work reeducates the West that the current resentments and disliking of South Asian Muslims 

towards the West are not due to religious extremism as they are blamed. Rather, their disliking for the West 

is the outcome of Western neoliberalism and its unequal distribution of wealth that makes their lives 

precarious and gives birth to anti-Western sentiments among them.    

Similarly, Zakia Shazeb and Shahzeb Khan (2017) reads Hamid’s novel The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist and Farooqi‘s Between Clay and Dust from the perspective of epistemological factors of 

neoliberalism. The researchers reveals that Hamid’s novels The Reluctant Fundamentalist and Farooqi‘s 

Between Clay and Dust criticize the neoliberal practices that assess everything on the basis “monetary 

value” (p. 449). These novels criticize that in neoliberalism, cultural traditions and educational institutions 

are valued only for their financial gain and profit-making. The culture tradition and institution are preserved 

if they are useful for profit making; otherwise, they are considered redundant and are destroyed if they fail 

to provide profit (pp. 441-p. 442). 

Mazhar Hayat (2014), in his PhD dissertation, also reflects on the negative impacts of neoliberalism 

on Pakistan. His part four of  the thesis ( i.e., that answer to the designed question 4) compares the 

postcolonial work of Pakistani poet, Faiz Ahmad Faiz, and Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda, that offers a 

postcolonial-Marxist critique of the hegemonic power of neoliberal corporations that exploits  third-world 

countries, including Pakistan and Chile.    

The mentioned literary researches have missed the resistance of Anglophone Pakistani fiction, 

particularly of Home Boy, towards neoliberalism. This research is to fill this gap by analyzing the novel 
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Home Boy’ portrayal of the negative impacts of neoliberalism on Pakistan and its working class both at 

domestic and global level along with the exploration of the novel’s critique and resistance to neoliberalism.   

 

METHODOLOGY 

The research utilizes the interpretivist paradigm and descriptive-analytical method to examine the novel. In 

the introductory part, the study outlines the key features of neoliberalism and their negative consequences 

delineated by the critics of neoliberalism. In the analysis part, the research cites the description of the critic 

about an aspect of neoliberalism, and on basis of that citation, the researchers analyzes and interprets the 

contents of the text to highlight the critique of the novel and its resistance to neoliberalism. Thus, the sub-

division of the method of analysis is textual and content analysis.    

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Neoliberalism, as a political economic theory and dominant ideology of the West, deals with wide range of 

issues: “Neoliberalism covers a wide spectrum of ideas and beliefs” (Gamble, 2009, p. 10). It “encompasses 

both politics and economics” (Kenton, & Westfall, 2020, what is neoliberalism, para. 1). The present 

research investigates the novel’s critique of and resistance to the economic aspects of neoliberalism. Among 

the economic aspects, the research focuses on investigating the issues of neoliberalism, like precarious 

condition of workers in Pakistan and their migration to the West, lack of social protection and job insecurity 

of the working classes in private organization, marginalization of the unskilled workers and their 

downsizing, extreme inequality and spatial differentiation under neoliberalism. Similarly, the research 

investigates neoliberalism by using the paradigm of recent left-wing writers like Sankaran Krishna, David 

Harvey, Michael K.Walonen, Makawana and Werlhof who offer postcolonial and Marxist critique of recent 

capitalism or neoliberalism. They are of the opinion that neoliberalism, as a recent phase of capitalism, 

promotes the interests of the core nations and corporate elites, and it is detrimental to the wellbeing of the 

peripheries and working classes. Consequently, the later generate resentments and resistance towards the 

former that have colonized them.   

 

Delimitation  

Neoliberalism deals with wide range of issues pertaining to recent capitalism, and it covers both political 

and economic issues. The present research is delimited to the analysis of resistance to the economic aspects 

of neoliberalism. Likewise, for analysis, only one novel, Home Boy, is selected among Pakistani 

Anglophone novels. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This section presents the findings of the study by analyzing the novel. The analysis contains two parts. Part 

1 (i.e., 4.1) focuses on the novel critique of the various aspects of neoliberalism, while part 2 (i.e., 4.1) 

shows resistance toward neoliberalism both by the protagonist, Chuck, and narrative mode of the novel. 

 

Analysis of Home Boy’s Critique of Neoliberalism 

Home Boy is mostly related to the coercive policies of Western neoliberalism, but it also gives a powerful 

critique of the economic issues of neoliberalism. The novel highlights the precarious conditions of workers 

both in the East and the West, inequality, lack of social protection and job insecurity that are some of the 

important issues of recent capitalism or neoliberalism. 

In neoliberalism the poor and working class is adversely affected. As Harvey (2005) argues that in 

the contemporary era workers are relegated to disposable status due neoliberal “world of flexible labour 

markets and short-term contracts, chronic job insecurities, lost social protections, and often debilitating 

labour” (p. 170). Molé (2010) also states that due to neoliberal policies of deregulation, casualization of labour 

market and  the waning of social welfare state and safety nets, the life of the working class has become 

uncertain, risky and precarious (p. 38). Likewise, Makawana (2006) holds that in a neoliberal state due to 

the lack of social protection and poor working condition, the standard of life and the living conditions of 

the most of workers and professionals are low. Werlhof (2008) argues that neoliberalism promotes 
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privatization that boosts wealth of the rich and harmful is to the workers’ interests. The private entities give 

least amount with no additional benefit, hire minimum workers and remove the surplus; consequently, the 

workers depend on private service which is worse in qualities and less reliable than the public service. In 

this way, neoliberalism promotes the corporate interests and has no regards for social welfare and job 

security of workers. 

The novel tells the journey of a worker, the autodiegetic narrator Chuck, from the third-world 

country, Pakistan, to the first-world, the US, and shows his precarious condition both in the first-world and 

third-world countries. Chuck is an intelligent and bright man. He tries his best to make his fortune but due 

to the neoliberal ideology of lack of social protection and job insecurity and its coercive policies, he fails 

to do so. In the West, he is marginalized, dismissed from job and brutalized in the detention centre. 

Consequently, he returns back to his homeland and becomes the severe critic of the economic and political 

aspect of Western neoliberalism. Since the political is aspects of neoliberalism are eschewed, the focus of 

this study is on the economic aspects of neoliberalism.  

The novel Home Boy tells that poor people and working class in Pakistan lead a very difficult life. 

They have no social protection and are deprived of the basic necessities of life. As a result, they leave their 

country and move toward the advanced countries of the West, like the US, and become part of its neoliberal 

culture. However, in the West, they are marginalized and are considered a threat. Moreover, due to the lack 

of social protection, job insecurity and cutthroat competition, they have to face firing and dismissal from 

job. In the West, sometimes, they also confront worst situation than their homeland country; as a result, 

they harbour resentment toward the Western countries and severely criticize them for their neoliberal 

agenda. The novel portrays the precarious conditions of the working class both in the East and West and 

criticizes it from the marginalized and third-wordist point of view. Thus, it offers a Marxist and postcolonial 

critique of the centre, the US, or the neocolonial power that has colonized the poor people and marginalized 

communities and works against their interests. 

The novel offers a critique of the following economic practices of neoliberalism: 

As discussed that due to neoliberalism, the condition of the poor people and workers, particularly 

of third- world countries, is vulnerable. They lead a precarious life “with instability, lack of safety, poverty 

and illness” (Raggio 2016, p. 6). In the novel Home Boy, the main character, Chuck, belongs to Pakistan: 

the worst ever affected state by neoliberalism (Ahmad & Khan, 2009, p. 3). He leads a very difficult life. 

He lives in Karachi, the largest city of Pakistan. The city has no facility for the poor, downtrodden classes 

and workers. Due to the lack of resources and no availability of electricity, most of the poor people are 

deprived of air-conditioning and they have to suffer in a very a hot summer. For example, Chuck’s mother 

places her feet in ice water to beat the heat of summer (Naqvi, 2009, p. 131). Similarly, due to the lack of 

planning, the rain water in Karachi frequently raises flood that enters the houses of the poor s; as a result, 

they have no other option to protect themselves except to ascend the stair and roofs of the houses. On one 

such occasion, Chuck’s mother attempts to protect herself from the flood water by ascending the roof, but 

she slipped on the stair and injured: “It has rained for weeks. There has been some flooding. The other day 

I slipped on the stairs outside…. It’s just a sprain” (p. 131). Thus, in Karachi, the hub of finance and the 

largest city of Pakistan, most of the people have to lead vulnerable life in a deplorable condition.  

Similarly, the living condition of other characters, Mrs. Khan and her family members, is 

deplorable in Karachi. Before migrating to the US, Mrs. Khan leads a very difficult life along with her 

family in Karachi. Her parents have been migrated to Pakistan during the partition of India and begin to 

reside in Karachi, but due to the lack of social protection, they have to lead a precarious life in the 

“Wilderness of Karachi” (p. 50). They have to reside “in makeshift housing outside the city with no running 

water or electricity” (p. 50). Though later on Mrs. Khan’s father secures a clerical position with government, 

but due to the lack of appropriate social security in the government job, he cannot mange to secure a proper 

house for the family and they begin to reside in the “modest accommodation” in Paposh Nagar Karachi (p. 

50). The novel shows that due to the lack of social protection and security, the working-class family has to 

live a susceptible and a difficult life without basic necessities of life in the impoverished country, Pakistan, 

and its largest city, Karachi.   
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 In neoliberal state, due to the destruction of welfare state and lack of social protection, the state 

and community don’t provide support and social security to the needy people at the time of crises (Werlhof, 

2008, p. 98). After his father death, Chuck’s family plunges into an economic crisis and the state and 

community don’t provide it any protection; as a result, it has to shift to the small and cheaper apartment, as 

now its members cannot afford to live in the former house. Thus, their standard of life is fallen with the 

death of Chuck’s father, owing to the absence of social provision on the part of the state and community. 

Chuck describes the poor status of his family and his impoverished condition after his father’s death in 

these words: 

My universe had diminished: after my father died, we moved from our house off Tariq Road to a 

two-and-a-half-bedroom apartment in an apartment block off Bandar Road, on the other side of 

town. We no longer had a garden, no place to make mud men or loaf or play cricket; instead, there 

was a common concrete yard downstairs where teenagers often scuffled.... When things changed, 

they seemed to change for the worse. (Naqvi, 2009, p. 107) 

  To get rid of poverty that they face in their countries, people belonging to the peripheries migrate 

to the cores or rich countries of the West as a greener pasture: “It is generally believed that [in neoliberal 

era] migration is caused primarily by the lack of economic development, which forces people to move to 

greener pastures [especially the developed courtiers of the West]” (Canterbury, 2010, p. 9). Similarly, to 

eliminate his poverty and get rid of the vulnerable condition, Chuck works hard to migrate to the US. After 

securing good grades, he secures a scholarship and gets admission at New York University to study 

literature. Thus, he gets into the US: “I got ten A’s in my O- levels. When I turned seventeen, I secured a 

scholarship to study lit, English literature, at NYU that met almost eighty percent of my needs” (Naqvi, 

2009, p. 110). 

Though he is graduated with great distinction in literature: “I majored in literature and graduated 

magna cum laude” (p. 144), but he joins a big investment bank (a financial service company that engages 

in advisory based financial transaction on behalf of corporation) because in neoliberal age business and 

corporate class has monopoly and all the professions that are related especially to big businesses and 

corporations are preferred for their lucrative job. As his mother, a woman of the world, suggest him “that 

banking and “aiytee” had displaced medicine and engineering in the last decade as coveted careers for able 

young Pakistani men” (p. 31). Thus, his desire for joining investment bank and finance despite the fact he 

“never quite ha[s] the aptitude for the sciences” (p. 3) shows his liking or pursuit for material interests to 

which he also indicates: “The pursuit of happiness for us was material” (p. 31). In this way, he becomes the 

integral part of American neoliberalism by joining an investment bank aim at material interests.    

 After joining the investment bank, Chuck begins to work hard, as he tells: “I worked fourteen-, 

fifteen-hour days, including most weekends, “crunching numbers” and assembling “pitch books” for 

multimillion-dollar mergers, acquisitions, and debt and equity issues” (p. 32). However, as a private 

organization, the bank has no regards for its workers. It merely works for its economic gain, regardless of 

the consequences for its employees and their wellbeing. It removes its workers in no time if they are 

considered a slight burden on its purse. Due to economic recession and downturn in the market, the bank 

begins to downsize its workers on a large scale; as a result, it also dismisses Chuck from job, as he states: 

“About three months ago, in the first week of July, I was let go, you know, fired. There were companywide 

layoffs. There’s been a downturn in the market, an economic recession” (p. 195). The narrator states that 

the bank has no regards for the welfare of its workers like him, but fires them in a flash. Chuck refers to his 

quick removal from job in these words “I was fired. It was quick and efficient, and the pink slip was 

unexpectedly yellow” (p. 33).   

The investment bank follows Adam Smith’s belief of the invisible hand (Adam Smith is precursor 

of neoliberalism) that protects corporate interests and denies social security to the working class. The 

company or corporation sacks its workers to improve its bottom line. The vice president invites Chuck and 

tells him that he has dismissed him from job as it is not his (Chuck’s) personal right and that the company 

has do it to improve its bottom line: 
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You know, this isn’t personal, right?” I suppose I did; it had to do with the bottom line, the Invisible 

Hand. Although he must have spoken for ten minutes, I only caught his concluding remarks: “My 

hands were tied. You’ll do okay, sport. (p. 33) 

Thus, the novel criticizes the credo of bottom line or private corporation that removes workers in a flash of 

time to grow its earning and reduce its cost.  

  The novel also offers a critique of the negative impact of downsizing and job insecurity on workers. 

Getting fired from job has devastating effects on Chuck. It has far-reaching financial and psychological 

impacts on him. Financially, he finds himself in a profound funk because he is sacked from job in no time, 

and has not been provided severance pay. His life is severely disrupted due to the loss of job. Due to severe 

financial crisis, he has to reduce his spending up to an alarming level to make both ends meet: “I cut cable, 

cellular service, and magazine subscriptions and began investing in lottery tickets. (Hey, you never know.) 

There wasn’t much more I could do. The market had soured. I found myself in a profound funk” (p. 33). 

Psychologically, he becomes severely distressed and is unable to sleep. To cope him with the traumatic 

experience of his sacking from job and to get rid of the stress, his friend, AC, presents him anti depressants, 

i.e., Ativan, Lexotonil and Klonopin, the sleep inducing drugs used for anxiety disorder (p. 189).   

Similarly, his friend AC who perhaps also experiences dismissal from job, bucks him up to make 

him cheerful, along with telling him the horrible impact of getting fired in these words: 

 AC dragged me out for lunch and pointers. Slapping me on the back, he would say things like 

“Buck up, chum!” or “Shake the world off your shoulders!” …“You know, when we break up with 

our girlfriends, or our parents die—or we get fired—it seems that the world has come to an end. (p. 

35)  

Later on, the vice president, who has issued order of his sacking, is also subjected to the cut back 

policies and is sacked; as a result, he goes nearly mad. The narrator refers to his running amok and deranged 

behaviour after losing job in these words: 

With his shoelaces untied and his moist hair stuck to his forehead, my VP had the air of a child 

abandoned by his parents at summer camp. “Why am I here?” he asked, as if posing a question 

about the nature of being. (p. 77) 

 In this way the novel shows the vulnerable condition of the workers and professional in the private 

organizations and the lack of social protections of workers fostered by neoliberalism. Thus, the novel 

severely criticizes the horrible impacts of the neoliberal idea of bottom line or sacking the workers for 

increasing profit and promoting corporate interests. 

   In neoliberalism skilled workers are accommodated and unskilled are excluded. People belonging 

to third-world countries are mostly excluded because they are considered inferior, unsuited for and 

incapable to adjust themselves to the market ethos. As Lloyd (2011), argues that in the USA, labours and 

poor people of third-world and African–American communities, particularly African women, are 

considered incapable to compete and assimilate to the market relation fostered by neoliberalism: 

consequently, they are excluded from the market and marginalized (p. 216). Chuck also refers to his 

exclusion and barring from job in the US, the hub of world trade and finance. During his unemployment, 

he goes to the World Trade Centre and thinks about his joblessness in the hub of world finance; as a result, 

he comes to the conclusion that he is deprived of the job because he is considered unskilled and rubbish, 

perhaps because of his third-world background: “After all, dung is dung. Once or twice, when feeling 

adventurous, I ventured uptown to the Cloisters or downtown to the World Trade Centre rooftop, where I 

contemplated the world and my place in it” (Naqvi, 2009, p. 34). 

Later on to his utter dismay, Chuck becomes a cabby. He tells that being a cabby has a few 

advantages and most people like it: “although the job had its perks, few would agree that being a cabbie in 

turn-of-the-century New York City was a peachy proposition” (p. 62). However, he states that being a 

private job, cabby has no social security, health insurance and pension even though he risks his life and 

works hard. Chuck refers to the disadvantaged and vulnerable condition of a cabby in these words: 

And [as a cabby] you paid for tickets, gas, and the $120-per-shift leasing fee from your own pocket; 

you got no Social Security, pension, paid vacation, or health insurance, even though you risked life 



Shah, & Sheeraz 

690 
 

and limb every night. Robberies were common, robbery-related fatalities not uncommon. During 

my brief and wondrous tenure, two livery cab drivers were knifed. In 2000 eleven died. (p. 62) 

Later on when Chuck returns his borrowed cab to its owner, Abdul Karim, he becomes penurious, as he 

states: “I had the princely sum of seventeen dollars and twenty-four cents, which I could not extract from 

the machine because the amount was not a multiple of twenty. By all measures, I had slipped below the 

poverty line” (p. 151). Due to his falling below poverty line, he cannot afford to rent a room and asks his 

friend Jimbo “if he had a place to stay” (p. 70). Similarly, he requests Mrs. Abdul Karim to give him her 

iron to press his jacket that is badly wrinkled.  

Thus, the narration of atutodiegetic narrator of the novel criticizes the lake of social protection of 

workers, their job insecurity and their poor lifestyle even in the US, the super power of the globe. The novel 

offers Marxist critique of the neoliberal policies and criticizes them for anti worker agenda, and advocates 

for social security, job protection, pension, health insurance and wellbeing of the workers. 

The novel also tells that anti workers agendas of the late capitalism especially of their (the workers) 

sacking from job, arouse resentment and resistance among them. For example, after Chuck’s dismissal from 

employment, he along with his friend, AC, kidnaps the vice president who has issued the order of Chuck’s 

removal from the office. However, they release the unfortunate fellow, when they come to know that he 

himself has been fired by the bank. Thus, the novel shows that the lack of job protection and the dismissal 

from job give birth to extremism, resentment and organized resistance among the working and the 

downtrodden class. The vice president’s kidnapping by Chuck and his friend, AC, shows resistance of the 

working class to the anti worker agenda of capitalism, and their not harming him shows empathy, 

compassion and solidarity among the working class against the anti workers agendas of late capitalism or 

neoliberalism. 

 The novel also compares the lifestyle of the workers to the extreme rich and shows a vast inequality 

between them. On the one hand, the poor people live from hand to mouth with meagre resources to make 

the both ends meet. On the other hand, the rich spend enormous wealth on their extravagant and lavished 

lifestyle. Chuck, a Pakistani immigrant in the US, is unable to buy a common suit for appearing in an 

interview. While entering a shop, he is amazed to know the price of the stuffs prepared for the bigwigs that 

are beyond his imagination. He tells his reaction to the exorbitant and unaffordable prices in these words:    

I waved my hand like I’m a high roller, darling. Eyebrow arched, she announced, “That’ll be one 

thousand nine hundred and ninety nine dollars … tax not included.” The figure was greater than 

my life savings, a months rent, a round-trip ticket to Karachi, Moscow, and most parts of sub-

Saharan Africa…. I was obviously in the wrong place (p. 147) 

Unable to buy a tie for appearing in an interview, Chuck haggles with the security guard and rents his tie 

for 5 dollars. Thus, the novel shows the extreme inequality and a wide economic gap between the rich and 

the poor. The former lead extravagant lifestyle, while the later are deprived of the basic needs of life.  

The spatial differentiation is an important aspect of neoliberalism as Harvey states: “the vast wealth 

differentials of neoliberalism tend by nature to produce greater rather than lesser degrees of spatial 

differentiation” (cited in Walonen, 2016, p. 126). The novel also refers to the spatial differences between 

the developed and the developing countries that also shows an extreme disparity and a wide ecomic gap 

between them. The superpower, the United States of America, is portrayed mesmerizing and completely 

different from Pakistan. Its residential spaces, cities and housing facilities are well planned and highly 

developed compared to the crumbling façades of Pakistan, as the narrator states: “your[ Pakistan] bruised 

and battered” (or as AC put it in his native Punjabi, “twaday tootay-phoothay”), [is] an altogether different 

thing [compared to the advanced country, the US]”( Naqvi, 2009, p. 19). On the one hand, Pakistan is 

portrayed a static country. The condition of its financial hub and the largest city, Karachi, is described very 

poor. Though Karachi is one of the largest cities in the globe, but to reside in it is to live in “wilderness” 

without any facility and basic necessities of life (p. 50). On the other hand, the housing facilities in the US 

are frequently extolled by the novelist. Even the small dwellings and kitchens are praised, not to speak of 

the American skyscrapers. For example, the kitchen of Shaman’s apartment in Connecticut is praised in 

these words: “At the other end of the room, a modern kitchen with polished aluminum surfaces spilled into 

a dining area, minus chairs and table” (p. 81) 
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Similarly, the novelist compares the Mangrove Park in Karachi with Central Park in the New York. 

The comparison of these urban parks also shows the spatial difference and a wide economic gap between 

the US and Pakistan. The Mangrove Park is poorly maintained. It has no proper spot to sit, as rubbish is 

strewn everywhere in the park. Due to its degenerated condition, it does not appeal to children. It is 

unkempt. The grass and shrubs in the park are not cut; consequently, violent animals live in the bushes. 

There are no proper play grounds and benches for sitting. Chuck describes the poor condition of the park 

in these words:  

I could jump run around, or roll on the grass. There were no swings, ladders, or monkey bars back 

then. The topography of the park encouraged grown-up activities: after-meal strolls, newspaper 

reading, cigarette smoking, contemplation. The area was divided by a narrow pebbled path lined 

with palm trees that had been painted red and white to deter termites....  I stayed clear of the 

mangrove brush. It stirred with movement. On occasion, we spotted a mongoose or a feral tomcat 

within the grassy interstices, creatures that populated my earliest nightmares…. I would join my 

father, who would be enjoying a cigarette on one of the two functional concrete benches. (pp. 181-

82)   

On the other hand, “Central Park is heavenly” (p. 182). It has a variety of facilities and attractions 

for the public and tourists. It offers numerous recreational activities and pleasures to the tourists, such as 

theatrical performances, sport facilities, hunting, concerts and music. Compared to Mangrove Park where 

the visitors and tourists “make [thei]r way back” (p. 183) in the evening, Central Park is visited and enjoyed 

by the tourist 24 hours a day: “there’s no day, no night, no today, no tomorrow, just the Beat” (p. 182). The 

narrator says that looking to the plethora of pleasures in the park, one might forget the worries of life and 

would acknowledge the cheerful optimism conveyed by the last two lines of Robert Browning’s poem 

Pippa’s Song, i.e., God’s in His heaven—All's right with the world. As Chuck states: “On a summer 

afternoon in the park, you can feel the intimation that God is in Heaven and all is well with the world” (p. 

183). 

Thus, the novel tells about the spatial differentiation, a wide economic gap and extreme disparity 

between the poor and the rich or the developed and developing countries; these are the important aspects 

of neoliberalism. In a nutshell, the novel Home Boy offers critique of the various economic issues of 

neoliberalism, including global inequality, precarious condition of the worker, lack of social protection and 

job insecurity and special differentiation between the rich and the poor and the developed and developing 

countries of the globe. 

 

Chuck and the Narrative Mode’s Opposition and Resistance towards Neoliberalism 

On the one hand, the protagonist, Chuck, harbours resentments towards the aggressive policies of Western 

neoliberalism. On the other, he equally criticizes and opposes the economic aspects of neoliberalism. Chuck 

severely criticizes his downsizing and crosses the Rubicon along with his friend, AC, to kidnap the vice 

president of the investment bank who has issued the order of his sacking from the job.  

Because of his dismissal from the job, he becomes bankrupt. He could not afford to rent a room, 

eat food and even iron his shirt. Similarly, due to the loss of job and financial issues, he becomes severely 

distressed and unable to sleep. Consequently, Chuck attempts suicide by taking anti-depressants, three strips 

of Ativan containing thirty six tablets. His growing melancholic and attempting suicide are response or 

resistance to the American neoliberalism and its policies of lack of social protection, job insecurity and anti 

worker agendas. In this regards, Rushton (2019) highlights that mental health issues like anxiety, self harm, 

suicidal behaviour and depression are outcome of and response to the economic issues of neoliberalism, 

such as lake of social provision, cutback, deprivation, poverty and inequality (p. 199). 

After his dismissal from the job as analyst with the investment bank, Chuck remains jobless for a 

long time. As a result, he is compelled by the circumstance to become a cabby, the job that seems to him 

totally odd for him and very substandard, compared to the former one. The odd job arouses resentments in 

him. At the end of the novel, he finds job but he cannot forget his relegation to a cabby from an analyst 

with a bank. Due to multiple reasons, he does not join his new job and determines to return back to his 

country, Pakistan. When he is asked by his girl friend why he is leaving the US, one of the reasons he 
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mentions is his relegation to a cabby from a banker: “If I had had a couple of drinks in me I might have told 

her…. about my undistinguished career as a banker and a cabbie. If I had a couple of drinks in me, I just 

might have spilled my guts. But I didn’t” (Naqvi, 2007, p. 199). Thus, his leaving the US shows his 

resistance and response to the past economic troubles and job insecurity, he faced in the US.    

The novel criticizes the various aspects of neoliberalism, like job insecurity, spatial differentiation, 

inequality and vulnerable conditions of workers through the mouth of autodiegetic narrator, Chuck. Long 

ago, the narrator Chuck underwent through and suffered under the mentioned issues of neoliberalism and 

now he recounts and retells them. So his recounting and retelling shows his critique of and a resistance to 

them. Thus, the narrator’s posterior narration offers a powerful critique of and resistance to the Western 

neoliberalism. In other words, the narrator’s recounting the various economic issues is to write back to the 

Western neoliberalism or the recent form of domination and imperialism.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The analysis shows that the novel Home Boy proffers a powerful critique of neoliberalism. On the one hand, 

the novel offers a critique of the various economic issues of neoliberalism. On the other hand, the novel 

shows resistance of the working class toward neoliberalism. The novels shows that in contemporary 

neoliberalism, people belong to working class, particularly of Pakistan, are severely affected. Due to the 

lack of social protection and poor condition, they go to the developed West, but in the West, they are also 

marginalized and dismissed from job. As a result, they harbour resistance towards Western neoliberalism. 

On the one hand, the novel shows resistance of the working class towards neoliberalism; on the other hand, 

the narrative of Home Boy gives a powerful critique of neoliberalism, its policies of lack of social protection, 

inequality, spatial differentiation and vulnerable status of working class, particularly of Pakistani 

immigrants in the West. The novel reveals that neoliberalism grinds down the poor classes and migrant 

workers at global level. The status of working classes and the deprived sections is relegated to vulnerable 

under global neoliberalism, and subsequently, neoliberalism engenders bitterness, resistance and hostility 

among the poor and working classes, including Pakistani immigrants in the West, toward the dominant 

groups, corporate elite and the Western World. Thus the novel severely criticizes the various issues of 

neoliberalism and resists them both at character level and narrative plan. 
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