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Abstract 

The COVID-19 pandemic has adversely affected every aspect of human life. Our health, social 

relationships, education, and all others spheres of life have been hit hard by this pandemic. One of the less 

talked about but an important area affected by the pandemic is human language. New words are invented 

during COVID-19 and shift in meanings (Semantic Change) could also be traced in languages, especially 

English language because of its international status. The main aim of this article is to investigate new 

vocabulary invented, technically called Coinage and semantic Changes i.e. changes in meanings of words 

taking place due to COVID-19 dominating the social discourses. To highlight these changes, authentic 

Pakistani English is analyzed to seek such linguistic instances caused by COVID-19. Qualitative analysis 

is employed for this purpose. Implications of the findings for English language users/practitioners are the 

creation of COVID-19 discourse, special jargons, invention of totally new words, changes in meanings of 

English words among others. The study also revealed the ways and processes by means of which English 

language adopted and changed lexicon and its meaning during COVID-19.  

Keywords: COVID-19 impact, English Language Use.   

 

INTRODUCTION  

COVID-19 (Corona Virus Disease) has greatly affected daily life of the millions of people across the world.  

World economy, trade, business, education, is hugely disrupted by this pandemic. People are restricted to 

their homes. Their communication is also mostly limited to the discussions about the fears and concerns 

caused by the virus. Firstly, it was in headlines, now it is in their timelines, firstly, it had just a name, now 

it has a face (structure).Therefore, human beings are observing social distancing and following Standard 

Operating Procedures (SOPs) to protect themselves and their loved ones from this virus. Their social 

interactions like hand-shaking, and face-to-face communication are reduced. Likewise, their language is 

also restricted considerably to the issues related to this pandemic. The usage of the words (diction) which 

are related to COVID-19 is therefore increasing as expected. It implies that as human beings are restricted 

to their homes, likewise their language is likely to be restricted to COVID-19. Because language survives 

with human beings in society, they use language for their communication, thoughts’ expression and feeling. 

Language is used for the expression of these thoughts, feelings and concerns.  Human language is “a system 

of communication based upon words and the combination of words into sentences”. In the present scenario 

analysis of the languages being used could help in understanding the sufferings, fears, anxieties and worries 

caused globally. Being an international language, English might be the most important language in this 

regards.  
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In Pakistan, English is one of the official languages and holds a very prestigious status among the 

many languages being spoken in the country. Adjusting to new norms of life with this novel virus may also 

include adjusting to the new narratives and discourses. English is used in all sorts of activities and due to 

the dominance of COVID-19 in the communication we might be witnessing a new language register 

emerging. This register might have newly coined vocabulary, newly constructed meanings, or borrowing 

of the medical and other jargons in the day to day social interactions. Moreover, it could be expected to also 

affect our diction. In order to investigate the aforementioned effects it is considered important to analyze a 

sample of authentic Pakistani English. For this purpose data are taken from one of the prestigious and 

widely read English daily. Editorials published during the present third wave of the pandemic from 2nd 

March, 2021 to 2nd April 2021 are analyzed to trace some of the changes that might be occurring in the 

usage of English language in Pakistan.   

Many researchers and experts are working on Covid-19 pandemic from different perspectives and 

in accordance with their interests. Like, Torales, el al. (2020) published article entitled, “The outbreak of 

COVID-19 Corona virus and its impact on global mental health.” They contributed that the pandemic 

outbreak is creating additional health issues like, high level of stress, anxiety, fear, fear of death, depressive 

symptoms, insomnia, denial, anger, pneumonia, patience, and hopelessness etc. across the globe. 

Furthermore, its effects greatly influence daily routine behaviors, trade, business economy, prevention 

strategies and decision-making from policy makers, health organizations and medical centers, which can 

weaken strategies of COVID-19 control and lead to more morbidity and mental health needs at global level. 

This article in hand discusses the role of COVID-19 in terms of language i.e. what are the impacts of this 

novel Corona virus on English language in Pakistan.  

Haleem, et al, (2020) published an article on the “Effects of COVID-19 Pandemic in daily life” 

yielded important results i.e. Covid-19 has “affected day to day life and is slowing down the global 

economy”. In the same article, the effects of COVID-19 were found in many fields such as burden on 

healthcare centers, quarantine and disease diagnosis among the suspected patients. Similarly, economic 

(restriction on industries and trades) and social (disruption in national and international travelling, avoiding 

social, cultural and religious celebrations) are also recorded during this pandemic. Thus, in short COVID-

19 disturbed every field of life including education, language learning and teaching.  

Ockey (2021) conducted a research on language assessment tools development during COVID-19 

in which he claims that COVID-19 brought very rapid innovation in language assessment tools because 

across the world educational institutions were severely limited face-to-face classes, moved their classes 

online, or completely closed. For online language learning assessment was required so language assessment 

developers adapted new ways of assessing language online. He further added that the COVID-19 crisis led 

to many challenges in the world, “but it may have had a positive impact on the field of language 

assessment”. It implies that it enforced language assessment developers to use technology and internet for 

the development of valid tests measurement in the sphere of COVID-19 crisis.  

First case in Pakistan was reported the Ministry of the Ministry of Health, government of Pakistan on 

February 26, 2020 in Karachi. Within 15 days, the total number of the positive cases increased to 20 out of 

the 471 tested cases. Afterwards Media has given great coverage to the awareness of COVID-19. More 

precisely both print and electronic media played a vital role in the education people in adjusting to the new 

norms due to the pandemic. During this time people started reading newspapers because they were restricted 

to their home and were anxious to have updated knowledge about the spread of the virus. They were anxious 

to know about the novel corona virus nature and effects on human beings.  Likewise, on daily bases experts 

expressed their opinions in order to educate people regarding the Covid-19 pandemic in newspapers, 

magazines and social media.  Hence, a huge number of words, phrases and concepts were invented and 

coined within days.  The main purpose of this article is to highlight such words, phrases, and concepts. 

Such change in diction would not only provide an insight into the concepts of language shift but would also 

pave way for future researchers to investigate this issue on a more wider and deeper level. The scope of the 

current paper is limited to the analysis of English in a newspaper however, the corona discourse had 

dominated language used on social media like twitter, Instagram, Facebook and WhatsApp (Katermina, & 

Yachenko,2020; Hua, et al., 2020).   
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It has great effects on English language vocabulary, and its meanings which came through the word 

formation processes such as coinage, borrowing, compounding, blending, clipping, backformation, and 

conversion among others. According to Yule (2006) coinage is one of the least common processes of word 

formation in English language. It is defined as “the invention of totally new terms”. In the time of COVID-

19, many new words are invented which entered into English language while following this process of 

coinage e.g. Covidiot, Zoom-boobing, Doom-scrolling etc.  Likewise, compounding is another common 

process of new word formation. It is the joining of two different words to produce a single new form.  For 

instance (Khalfan et al 2020) added, social distancing, novel virus etc. They further reported 25 Covid-19 

Neologisms, which is defined as a new word or expression or a new meaning of a word. 

During COVID-19 a number of Neologisms and compound adjectives are added to English 

language, for example “covid-19 lockdown”, “covid-19 calamity enlisted by (Katermina, & Yachenko 

2020).  Furthermore, the use of collocations and semantic change in meanings of words could be also 

witnessed in Pakistani English due to COVID-19 pandemic.  Research studies on the impact of COVID-19 

on English language teaching and learning is in progress like, (Alolaywi, 2021) and (Al-Khresheh, 2021) 

recently published articles on the same issues.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

Analysis is carried out of the selected Newspaper pages Published from 2nd March 2021 to 2nd April 2021. 

Only COVID-19 pandemic related Editorials and Columns titles are analyzed. The main aim of the analysis 

was to examine the words, vocabulary that contributes to the development of English language in Pakistan 

in the days of COVID-19 pandemic. 

The data are taken from one of the highly esteemed and widely read newspaper. Only those 

published articles are analyzed which are focused on COVID-19 pandemic.  Furthermore, in those selected 

articles, the focus of this study is on specific words (vocabulary) in which this pandemic related information 

is reflected, directly or indirectly or both ways.  

In addition to this, from those published editorial pages and columns, the effects of COVID-19 on English 

language are sought out in general while in particular new invention or coinage and semantic changes 

(change in meanings of words that are already existed in English language) is taken into consideration in 

order to the relationship of with humans thoughts. 

 

Sampling: Selection of the newspaper   

The newspaper selected for this study is one of the oldest and widely read periodicals of the country 

(Mezzera and Sial, 2010). It is among the top few media groups of Pakistan, with English language 

publications. Due to the wide circulation and a national level publication reach it has a very wide range of topics in 

the editorials and the columns, unlike some of the local newspapers (Parveen & Zahoor, 2018) 

 

Research Questions  

The following research questions will be answered by this research article: 

1. What is the impact of Covid-19 over English Language in Pakistan? 

2. What type of vocabulary (words) are coined during Covid-19? 

3. What semantic Changes have occurred in Pakistani English due to Covid-19? 

Among these three research questions, the first question will give general idea regarding the effects of 

Covid-19 over language; the latter will be responsible for the coinage of news words and semantic change 

in words owing this pandemic. 

 

Table No 1: Titles published related to Covid-19 pandemic. 

1 Date Content 1 Content 2 

2 02.03.21 Vaccine Reluctance  

3 03.03.21 Vaccine Challenges Rising of Prices in Covid 
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4 04.03.21 The Contours of Life Beyond 

Covid-19 

The Great Covid dole 

5 05.03.21 Climate Change and Covid-19  

7 07.03.21 Covid-19 Spike Covid-19 & Academic Activities 

8 08.03.21 Health Inequalities  

9 09.03.21 Hasty Decisions in Covid-19  

10 10.03.21 Meaningless Lockdown  

11 11.03.21 Vaccination delayed is 

Vaccination denied 

The  Third Wave 

12 12.03.21 Medical Waste in time of a 

Pandemic 

Virus Resurgence 

13 13.03.21 Education in Pandemic New variant of Corona virus 

 14.03.21 Reluctance to Test Ban on Wedding in Pandemic 

15 15.03.21 NICVD’s SOPs  

Table No 1 demonstrates the newspapers article titles from S.No 1 to 15 published from March 2nd 

to 15 March 2021. It reveals the frequency of the titles related to COVID-19 in of the prestigious daily 

newspaper in Pakistan.  The tittles of the these articles show that 22 articles are published on COVID-19 

related information such as  Vaccine Reluctance, Vaccine Challenges, The Contours of Life Beyond Covid-

19, Climate Change and Covid-19, Covid-19 Spike etc.  

 

Table No 2.  Articles published from 16.03.21to 25.3.21. 

S.No Date Content 

16 16.03.21 Smart Lockdown  

17 17.03.21 Vaccination blues  

18 18.03.21 Vaccination and Senior citizens 

19 19.03.21 Another 500,000 doses for the Wave of Covid-19 

 

20 

 

20.03.21 

a) Covid-19  and Vaccine Roll out 

b) A clear roadmap is needed for Covid-19 

immunization  

21 21.03.21 A Virulent Wave  

22 22.03.21 Vaccination Setups  

23 23.03.21 Vaccine on Holiday  

24 24.03.21 Vaccination for a Few  

25 25.03.21 Vaccine Profiteering  

 

Data in table No 2 shows the titles published on COVID-19 related information for instance, Smart 

Lockdown, Vaccination blues, Another 500,000 doses for the Wave of Covid-19, a) Covid-19  and Vaccine 

Roll out, A clear roadmap is needed for Covid-19 immunization, A Virulent Wave, Vaccination Setups, 

Vaccine on Holiday, Vaccination for a Few, Vaccine Profiteering. Approximately, on each day one column 

at editorial pages is published which shows the frequency of new words formation in English language in 

Pakistani context.   

 

Table No 3. Articles published from 27th March 2021 to 2nd April 2021.  

27 27.03.21 Surging Covid Cases  Wedding and Covid going 

hand in hand  

Nadra and Vaccination  
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28 28.03.21 Economics of Vaccines Smooth Vaccination  Politics on Vaccine   

29 29.03.21 Vaccine Nationalism  Covid and KU Buses  

30 30.03.21 26 cities record over 8pc 

positivity Rate  

COVID-19 Crisis Online classes in 

COVID 

31 31.03.21 Women During 

Pandemic  

Education in Covid-19  

32 01.04.21 High Covid Number Autism and Covid-19 Covid-SOPs 

33 02.04.21 Third Wave and the 

Vaccine  

  

 

Data in table No 3 shows that 17 articles are published related Covid-19 in 7 days, again it 

contributes to the frequency of words, and concepts English language received. It implies that new discourse 

is emerged during COVID-19 pandemic.  

The above data shows the frequency of columns from prestigious Pakistani highly read newspaper 

i.e. in a single month (March, 2021), approximately 50 articles are published on Covid-19 Pandemic. 

Because it was the era of novel Corona virus. So, that could be one of the reasons for such a great number 

of publications on the same issue. In these 50 articles consisting of 100 pages on the average the word 

“covid-19” is used 1018 times. Furthermore, the following lexemes are used as synonyms: “corona virus” 

(223 times) and “virus” (484 times) (it should be taken into account that “covid-19” is a viral respiratory 

infection and “corona virus” is its agent), the word “disease” (325 times), “corona” (53 times) and “covid” 

(87 times), the word COVID and Corona are the two new lexemes created with the process of clipping. 

These lexemes retain their denotation meaning only in the articles related to medicine; in other contexts 

they acquire a great deal of additional connotative meanings. The article in hand is interested to provide 

data for such instances for English language users and practitioners in Pakistani context.   

Based on the overview of the articles text it can inferred that Covid-19 pandemic brought 

specialized type of new vocabulary, jargons, COVID Discourse, changes in meanings and usage of already 

established words.  (Katermina, & Yachenko, 2020) highlighted that COVID-19 supplemented new words 

to English language throughout its existence. They considered COVID-19 as a regular and historically 

contingent phenomenon, through which language development processes run gradually and linguistic 

changes are reflected in the lexemes of English language. The following table demonstrates the word 

formation processes through which new words are contributed to English language in Pakistan, during 

COVID-19. 

 

New words Coined during COVID-19  

(COVID 19) Corona Virus Disease in 2019 the word “Corona” newly invented so is coined.  “Corona virus” 

and “covid-19” lexemes (as well as their clipped analogues) are frequently used in the word combinations 

of the “noun-noun” type with such lexemes as “outbreak, shock, crisis, pandemic, cases, hit”, As it is 

mentioned in above paragraph that the word “covid-19” is used 1018 times in 50 articles. The lexeme 

(COVID-9) Corona Virus Disease in 2019 is newly created lexeme through the process of word formation 

is called Blending. 

 

The Lexeme COVID-19 is used as a subject or Noun in sentences 

Lexeme refers to a word or group of words that have meanings which are not expressed by any of its 

separate parts. It is a basic unit of lexicon of a language. Numerous lexemes are developed during Covid-

19. The instances are:  The COVID 19 destroyed global market economy, Last weekend the virus reduced 

cinema tickets, the pandemic will have many losers, but it already has one clear winner, winning the war 

against covid-19 will require the world to mobilize all its resources, with the third wave of COVID-19 

gaining  momentum, high number of COVID-19 related deaths occurred, COVID-19 will have been 

substantially reduced, the death rate of COVID-19 is very high among black people, “we have to learn life 

with COVID-19” said Prime Minister  of Pakistan Imran Khan (20 March, 2021).  
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New Compound Adjectives with COVID 

The lexemes COVID is also used as compound adjectives for instance:  “the corona virus recession”, “virus-

fighting”, “the corona virus shutdown”, “covid-infected” “virus-related”, “virus-imposed”, “virus-

induced”, among others are compound adjectives developed during the days of COVID-19.   

 

Compound Words synonymously used with the lexeme COVID-19 

For example “social distancing”  stay at homes, stay save,  SOPS, Novel Virus, Self-isolating, N 95 Mask 

etc are frequently used compound words during this pandemic.  Recently, new created compound word is 

“vaccine passport” a document proving that someone has been vaccinated against Covid-19, and can go to 

other countries across the world.  

 

Collocations 

Collocation is defined as a combination of words in a language that happens very often and more frequently 

than would happen by chance (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary Online).   The lexeme “covid-19” is 

also used in some collocations and idioms, such as “letting the virus out of the bag”, “Covid dries up a cash 

cow”, “the ill wind of covid-19”, “the sting of covid-19”: The lexeme “covid-19” obtains a negative 

connotation, for instance “Biological War”, This enemy can be deadly, but it is also beatable.  Metaphor 

coined in response to corona virus by Bris Johnson, “Covidiot”someone ignoring public health advice, 

“blurs day” an unspecified day because of lockdown, “Zoombombing” Zoom video call, “Quaranteams” 

online team created during lockdown, “Covexit” the strategy for existing Lock down.  

 

COVID-19 in Context 

The lexemes “Covid-19” and “corona-virus” are used in the context of war or warlike activities. For 

instance, in the following expressions the contextual meaning is “to fight”: “intended to combat SARS-cov-

2”, “varying intensities of measures to battle their covid-19 epidemics”, “coming together to fight a 

common enemy”. In these word combinations the defeat is meant: “itching to declare victory over the novel 

corona-virus”, “remain intent on treating the virus as something that can be conquered”, “the new corona-

virus will be defeated inside borders”.  

 

Semantic Changes in Meanings of established words  

(Guo, at el 2021) highlighted the COVID-19 impacts on semantic change and semantic shift while 

analyzing data from tweeters and social media. During the days of COVID-19 semantic changes are 

reflected in numerous words when they are with special reference to COVID. For example: in the meanings 

of the words “pandemic”, exam, physical exam, online exam, lockdown, partial lockdown, complete 

lockdown, full lock down, smart lockdown, physical classroom, online classroom semantic changes took 

place.  

From the above discussion, it can be concluded that Covid-19 contributed to English language a lot 

of new terms. They entered into English with the help of word formation processes such as blending and 

compounding. We noticed the very rapid process of language development during this Covid-19 pandemic, 

because it has greatly affected English society and culture. Therefore, new English vocabulary and new 

combinations them are added to English language, as well as new connotations to already existing lexemes. 

The main “distributor” of them is media may be both print and electronic media at the same time stated by 

(Katermina, & Yachenko, 2020) and (Haleem et al 2020).  COVID-19, the respiratory illness caused by the 

novel corona-virus, has become as universal as something can ever be. It affected all countries of the world. 

It did not reached the world only but also played havoc with the flow of life everywhere, without any 

exception. It is one of the severest global crises the world has faced recently. So, likewise it also affected 

English language diction in Pakistan.   

The study in hand contributes to a better understanding of how English language has gained new 

terms, and meanings for already established words in Pakistani context, during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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It sheds light on the word formation processes through English language adopt sometimes the total 

invention of novel vocabulary or variations in meanings of words.  

The findings of this study show that the lexicon of English language is highly emerged by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. This study demonstrates that the restrictions in person-to-person contact in social 

life were highly important to maintain in the days of COVID-19, likewise human language (English) was 

also limited to be used for COVID-19 information and knowledge. The intense sharing of COVID-19-

related information through websites, newspapers, social media were in English. Therefore, a new discourse 

was created by the peoples around the world. Thus, they coined new words, phrases and variations in 

meanings in order to express themselves in English.  Future research should consider taking advantage of 

newspapers, social media and web-based data by giving it a more prominent place in language and linguistic 

studies. It should further explore the ways in which English language is changed with the passage of time.   
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