
Pakistan Journal of Social Research  
ISSN 2710-3129 (P) 2710-3137 (O) 
Vol. 4, No. 1, March 2022, pp. 167-179.   
www.pjsr.com.pk 

 

167 
 

US WITHDRAWAL & TALIBAN REGIME IN AFGHANISTAN: IMPLICATIONS FOR 

REGIONAL STABILITY 
 

Mohammad Yousif  

M.Phil. Scholar (International Relations). University of Management and Technology, Lahore, Pakistan 

mohammadyousif06@gmail.com 

 

Jalal UD Din Kakar 

M.Phil. Scholar (International Relations). University of Management and Technology, Lahore, Pakistan 

jalalkakar63@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

After the United States leaves, Afghanistan, a nation decimated by a four-decade prolonged conflict, will 

experience much more anarchy and a humanitarian calamity. The United States' abrupt withdrawal has 

left a political vacuum that has spread to all of the regional states, and the state system has also 

disintegrated. The purpose of this study was to determine the effects of the US withdrawal and the Taliban's 

resurgence in Afghanistan. This study specifically sought to comprehend the prospects for peace in 

Afghanistan in relation to regional peace, current regional blocs, and those blocs' policies. The United 

States' plan to combat terrorism and restore peace to war-torn nations has serious flaws, as evidenced by 

the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and the Taliban's subsequent takeover. To comprehend the 

breakdown of the state apparatus, the U.S. withdrawal, the Taliban regime, and its implications for regional 

stability, secondary data has been used. This research paper used the theoretical perspective of conflict 

resolution and management to highlight the shortcomings in American management of the Taliban and 

Afghanistan issues, as well as their effects 

Key words: United State Withdrawal, Political Vacuum, Taliban, Conflict Resolution and Management 

Theory, Discourse Analysis. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Afghanistan’s unique geography had brought a lot of hardships for its residents and countries within the 

region and seriously undermined the state making process notwithstanding the several process efforts made 

by different regimes in the modern periods. The latest one recently ended after the Biden administration 

decided to pull out in last August. The coming to power of Talban inspired by orthodox interpretation of 

Islam is a latest episode of bring Hobbesian peace to war torn country. If on the one hand this victory lend 

support to fear of Afghan middle classes about developing a representative political order in country badly 

divided along ethnic, tribal and sectarian lines. On the other there are some who sees some potential in 

Taliban building the state structure. Notwithstanding these opinions there is hardly any grounded discussion 

on the US Withdrawal & Taliban Regime in Afghanistan and Implications for Regional Stability. 

Afghanistan, which has been ravaged by war for decades, is yet again at a crucial juncture as the 

US troop and NATO forces has withdrawn and in a surprise Taliban took control of 98 percent of country 

and now Afghanistan is officially governed by Taliban, it is also a surprise to know that Afghan national 

army just abandoned its cause of saving the country and its’ people without any last big fight and this is the 

army on which America has used its resources for last two decades. And it is a well-known in history that 

Afghans has always resisted foreign occupation even in their rages, it has never truly been occupied or 

governed (Kashin, 2021). 

After the terrorist attacks of 11th September of 2001, former president of United State of America 

George W. Bush announced the war on terror to fight back and neutralize the terror threats from terrorist 

organizations, specifically Al-Qaida, which led them to Afghanistan. When announcing this war on terror 

president Bush said “The United States of America will use all our resources to conquer this enemy. We 
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will rally the world. We will be patient. We’ll be focused, and we will be steadfast in our determination. 

This battle will take time and resolve, but make no mistake about it, we will win.”  (Wallin, 2021). 

Twenty years later in same room where George W. Bush declared war on terror, president Joe 

Biden announced the end of fight in Afghanistan and put September 11th ,2021 as last day of Allied troops 

in Afghanistan which however happened soon than the final date and date of this withdrawal will mark the 

twentieth anniversary of attacks on world trade center of pentagon. George W. Bush, Barak Obama and 

Donald Trump had their very own strategies in Afghanistan but president Joe Biden ended the war over the 

people’s pressure when seeing no comprehensive success in the last twenty years (Wallin, 2021). War cost 

from 2001 to 2022 included with future commitments and all military expenditures as well as funds used 

on Afghan military, police, civil and developments projects and anti insurgency, nominally cost at least 

$2.3tn. 

If we talk about real cost of war which is human cost stands at out of 3500 coalition forces death 

2300 are of US soldiers, more than 450 UK troops but if further we talk heavy price has been paid by 

Afghan deaths which estimated by president Ashraf Ghani around 45000 in 2019 but this estimate over run 

by Brown University’s research estimated at the loss of life of police and national military at more than 

64100 from start of war in 2001 (BBC, 2021).  civilian casualties estimated at around 111000 deaths and 

thousands of civilians disabled or severely injured including children and women and this segment is hit 

hard and yet number could rise even after the withdrawal as direct and indirect consequences of war e.g. 

civil war, Taliban executions of civilians after withdrawal and land mines which are still active in 

Afghanistan as no effort has been made to deactivate (Crawford, 2021). 

There have been research and studies about Taliban and their aims or strategies in past time limited 

to a condition which was bound to past but situation of counter terrorism war and its strategy has changed 

so there is a gap of what are next for Taliban and future hold for Afghanistan and its neighbors. This study 

strives to fill these gaps as mentioned above, as of now it is important to come up with scholarly 

understanding of Taliban’s changed behavior this time when they took over the Afghanistan and its leaders 

claiming the behavioral and structural change so this research will basically will fill the gap of scholarly 

understanding of recent structural and behavioral change in Taliban as well as their future strategy. 

Historical Background 

Afghanistan maintained friendly relations with Soviets in pre cold war era and even successfully remained 

neutral at the times of First World War. Soviets were frightened of British building economical and military 

crossroads throughout the Central Asia and British was afraid of Russia’s aims of adding Indian sub-

continent to their vast empire and a possible war with British empire when they controlled the sub-continent, 

Soviets were very much aware of importance of keeping Afghanistan far from British influence and thus 

Soviets were heavily involved in Afghanistan’s functioning. Historians termed British and Soviet political 

and diplomatic confrontation in central and southern Asia throughout early and mid-19th century a “Great 

Game”. Despite Afghanistan being neutral and non-participant in world war I and II, neither, aligned with 

any bloc during cold war but however, Afghanistan got itself caught up unwillingly in cold war rivalry 

between Soviet Union and United States and both invested in Afghanistan’s infrastructure to influence the 

country (Lumen, u.k). 

Afghanistan was always important for Russia and served as a gateway to Asia where British Raj 

was governing and to influence the country of Afghanistan which was considered a buffer zone between 

the British kingdom in Indian sub-continent and Soviet Union in central Asia, both sides wanted to control 

or somehow influence the country’s policies so first British control and influenced the foreign policy of 

Afghanistan and when Afghanistan was freed off of British influence then Soviets wanted to influence or 

interfere Afghanistan with the political sponsoring or with signing treaties.  

First Soviets tried with sponsoring the political entities in country to promote socialist agenda of 

theirs’ as with Noor Mohammad Taraki but Soviets sponsored political persons has always been unpopular 

in common public of Afghan nation and seen with suspicious of their aims while having direct connection 

with a foreign entity. Soviets invasion of Afghanistan brought subsequent effect on Soviet government back 

at home and Soviets never recovered in terms of Public relations and finance as it was first military 

deployment out of block after world war II.  
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Ultimately this war had long term effects on Soviet union’s reputation and financially was in poor 

condition and at least 15000 Soviet soldiers died. Ultimately these factors contributed to the fall of empire 

in 1991 leaving behind the weak government in Afghanistan and country fall into civil war (Rubin, B. R, 

2013).  Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and later withdrawal marked as starting of foreign proxies in 

Afghanistan and local factions’ conflicts over the control of country. Different factions were formed even 

among the Mujahedeen and soon we saw Taliban was formed and later on Osama bin Laden rose as villain 

in Afghanistan’s wars (History, 2009)  

Afghanistan’s new government formed by different Mujahedeen groups and other warlords who 

had influence on the post war environment of Afghanistan. However, this new government failed to provide 

security and stability to common citizens and outside of Kabul extortion, kidnappings and assault by local 

warlords and militias was common. So many Afghans found security in religious warriors with a new 

doctrine of war and peace and in 1994 some radical former mujahedeen fighters and Madrassa Talib e Ilm 

in Kandahr formed a radical fighting group which initially started its offence against the new formed 

government and this newly group favored by many quickly started to gain movement and was called as 

Taliban (Britannica, u.k). 

In 1998, Al-Qaida attacked the United States embassies in Tanzania and Kenya, in retaliation 

United States started cruise missile attacks on Al-Qaida bases in Khost, Afghanistan. Further in 1999, 

United Nations security council announces terrorist sanction on both Al-Qaida and Taliban. In December, 

2000 UN passed resolution to provide humanitarian aid to Afghan civilian and condemned the use of 

Afghan soil for terror activities abroad and harboring the Osama Bin Laden and sanctions are approved 

against Taliban as a regime in Afghanistan. on the morning of 11 September 2001, 19 militants associated 

with militant group Al-Qaida, boarded in four United Airline planes destined for different domestic 

destinations in the U.S and they conducted attacks on different places in united states, World Trade center 

being the deadliest among those attacks and in result of that attacks at least 3000 people were killed. 

In aftermath of 9/11 attacks US and NATO allies decided to invade the Afghanistan because Taliban’s 

failure to handover the Osama Bin Laden to America for trial over the attacks in America. In November 

2001 after NATO and allied forces enter Afghanistan, Taliban’s rulers quickly escaped the Kabul towards 

far mountainous regions of Afghanistan and border area with Pakistan. Together with northern alliance 

Allied forces drive out the Taliban from major cities Kabul and Kandahar and targeted their training campus 

across the country. In further development in December 2001 under the president Hamid Karzai formed 

new government and US formed international security assistance force (ISAF) to help the new government 

with security initially, in 2003 NATO take charge of security in Kabul as its first assignment out of Europe 

and fight continues and in 2004 Afghanistan held its first election after three decades and Hamid Karzai 

selected head and in 2005 parliamentary elections are held and most of seats are occupied by warlords and 

people with their own agendas (Alm, 2021). 

Since Taliban was ousted from power in 2001, Taliban started reorganize under different leaders 

and started insurgency targeting Afghan security forces and Allied forces in different parts of country with 

deadly tactics of IED’s and suicide bomb attacks. Not known until 2015 that Taliban’s undisputed leader 

or head Mullah Omar has died in 2013  and until today it has been never confirmed that how Mullah Omar 

died and when exactly, Mullah Omar religiously educated in Pakistan, first he lost his one eye in and rocked 

launcher attack during the post-Soviet civil war and formally later he fought against local militia leader in 

Herat by recruiting local religious students (Talib)  and killed him  and quickly acquired big area around 

Kandhar and kept on fighting when many local Pashtun fighters joined him as he dubbed as a leader who 

can provide security and slowly took-over big parts of country by the financial help from Arab countries. 

After the death of Mullah Omar unannounced for much time  new leader was put in lead but Taliban never 

get tired of killing and getting killed as well US and allied countries keep sending the troops and poured in 

billions of funds to control the situation (Gall, 2015). 
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

In this study we have worked on the theoretical frame of Conflict management via long and comprehensive 

analysis of international conflicts specially the efforts of US, NATO and allies’ conflict resolution efforts 

in Middle East and this framework also includes what happens when international conflicts left to resolve 

or manage itself. 

we analyzed most of international relations, international politics, peace and conflict theories we 

came to need of using conflict management theory for our research. We also critically analyzed that why 

should we use conflict management theory over the conflict resolution theory as conflict resolution in 

international arena of conflict is a vague and non-practical to achieve a complete resolution of a conflict of 

political issue which includes decades of struggle and dozens of player as it is the case of Afghanistan and 

previously in middle east. 

If we take closer account of world events as well as routine day to day reality of life, it become 

clear for us that conflicts are an irrefutable element of our mental and physical existence. Conflict resolution 

may work in some European countries but it is not possible to reach a resolution to conflicts in middle 

eastern countries where it is dainty business to deal and we have seen worse coming out when US tried to 

reach for the resolution of conflicts instead a good management of a resolution as in Iraq, Syria and now in 

Afghanistan (Hampson, 2020). 

Conflict is simply the difference of thought and conflict arises as result of clash of interests, conflict 

has been part of society since human beings came into being but reasons of conflict may be different at 

different times and places but it has been part of human life. There can be different bases of conflict such 

as, religion, racial, personal, political and case as well international (Jowett, 2007). Conflict ca be physical, 

verbal, coercive, peaceful, constructive, destructible, solvable, manageable, long and short, some conflicts 

are easy to solve but some are very destructive and long which prove to be very destructible for society and 

human life and in most of coercive/violent conflicts humans pay the price (Juneja P. , 2001). somehow with 

precise and through well planned manner violent and long conflicts can be managed and loss can be 

minimized and behaviors can be changed which exactly why we chose the conflict management area 

complemented by conflict transformation. “conflict is defined as a clash between individuals arising out of 

a difference in thought process, attitudes, understanding, interests, requirements and even sometimes 

perceptions. A conflict results in heated arguments, physical abuses and definitely loss of peace and 

harmony. A conflict can actually change relationships. Friends can become foes as a result of conflict just 

as in the case of Tim and Joe (Juneja P. , u.k). 

A Conflict not only can arise between individuals but also among countries, political parties and 

states as well. A small conflict not controlled at the correct time may lead to a large war and rifts among 

countries leading to major unrest and disharmony. 

Conflict has few phases given as below: 

1. Prelude to conflict: all factors which cause a conflict between two. 

2. Triggering Event: events which triggers the conflict. 

3. Initiation phase: when conflict actually happens such as heated arguments, abuses and verbal fight 

which leads sometime to physical fight and can lead to bigger actions. 

4. Differentiation phase: reasons for conflict arise and individuals or groups show or voice out their 

differences against each other. 

5. Resolution phase: conflicts go nowhere and people should try to compromise and this the phase 

when time comes to find ways and options to solve the conflict. 

Conflicts just doesn’t happen suddenly, conflicts have few phases and scholars have mentioned 

above five stages or phases that how a conflict flow (Juneja P. , 2001). 

Here our idea of applying this theory is to provide the reasonable alternative to blatant use of force 

which turns into the mess out of control situation as in middle eastern countries and in Afghanistan we have 

seen of after-shocks of going for resolution with force over transforming the difficult situation and conflicts 

into well managed mutual relationship to a predictable outcome. 

From the best practices and methods to conflict management could be concluded as: 
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• Be aware of conflict, put good attention into the hidden signs of a conflict development and hidden 

signs of conflict. 

• Take a rational approach to a conflict. 

• Investigate the Situation, Rationale decide how to tackle the arising situations. 

• Let everyone share their concerns 

• Identify option and find a way forward 

• Work on what has been agreed 

• Take good attention on how things are going 

• Preventive strategies must be prepared for odd situations in future 

First of all, conflict transformation aims at changing the ways and methods of very foundation on 

which peace building initiatives are taken and pursued, especially the ways used to pursue the peace in 

ethnic conflicts. Commonly its emphasis is on the conflict management and conflict resolution which aims 

at minimizing or neutralizing the eruptions of conflicts. Conflict transformation especially gives importance 

of addressing the hidden conditions which add to the high chances of conflict, if possible well in advance 

before that conflict could happen and which ensures a workable peace (Miall, 2004). 

Conflict transformation tries to change or reshape the social arrangement and underlying forces 

which aide to conflict and thus it is a process of changing or transforming the relationships, discourses, 

interests and if needed, very structure of society which aides to perpetuation of destructive conflicts 

(foundation, 2004). Conflict transformation theories are associated with practioners such as Johan Gaultung 

and John Paul lederach. So conflict transformation aids or compliment the conflict management in such a 

way that in initial stages it addresses to root causes which both theories or methods do but specially 

transformation method tries to reshape the structure to help successfully manage the conflict to reach a 

positive outcome. 

Berghof Foundation describes conflict transformation as: 

“A generic, comprehensive term referring to actions and processes seeking to alter the various 

characteristics and manifestations of violent conflict by addressing the root causes of a particular conflict 

over the long term. It aims to transform negative destructive conflict into positive constructive conflict 

and deals with structural, behavioral and attitudinal aspects of conflict. The term refers to both the 

process and the completion of the process. As such, it incorporates the activities of processes such as 

conflict prevention and conflict resolution and goes farther than conflict settlement or conflict 

management.” 

So by observing above things we can say that with help of transformation conflict management can 

enhance its capacities to successfully manage a conflict to reach positives outcomes if not resolve in fear 

of further escalating situations in future. 

These all techniques come under the umbrella of peace building even it is transformation, 

management or transformation and John Paul Lederach (Paul, 2010) says that “peacebuilding is a 

comprehensive concept that encompasses, generates, and sustains the full array of processes, approaches, 

and stages needed to transform conflict toward more sustainable, peaceful relationships, which involves a 

wide range of activities. It has a diverse range of interaction and involves various stakeholders in various 

levels within the spectrum of governance and development.” 

Assumptions of the theory: 

I. Going for conflict resolution right away when getting involved in an issue or conflict and it is not an 

ideal way to get control on a conflict or crisis in any way. We have seen the results and consequences 

of America’s method of resolving the issues of global interests in Middle East and specially our area 

of study of Afghanistan. 

First of all, any individual, group or country which /who is involved in a conflict to manage and 

resolve it, they should first start with a technique of transforming a conflict to an ideal situation where it 

can be comprehensively managed.  To properly understand that what does and conflict Transformation do 

in a conflict, following description is given: 
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First of all, conflict transformation aims at changing the ways and methods of very foundation on 

which peace building initiatives are taken and pursued, especially the ways used to pursue the peace in 

ethnic conflicts. Commonly its emphasis is on the conflict management and conflict resolution which aims 

at minimizing or neutralizing the eruptions of conflicts (Miall, 2004).  

According to Berghof (2004) Conflict transformation tries to change or reshape the social 

arrangement and underlying forces which aide to conflict and thus it is a process of changing or 

transforming the relationships, discourses, interests and if needed, very structure of society which aides to 

perpetuation of destructive conflicts. 

Further Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) share its thoughts on conflict 

transformation mean: 

“Conflict transformation, in contrast to conflict resolution, does not only seek to resolve the contradiction 

in a conflict setting. It also aims at addressing structural and social root causes by challenging injustices 

and restoring human relations and it deals with ethnical and value-based dimensions. Conflict 

transformation is not only an approach or a tool but primarily a mindset. Conflict transformation, 

according to our 3 Cs approach, needs to be comprehensive, compassionate and creative.” 

So, we have structured it as first it is important to transform the very ideas, method and foundations 

on which peace making initiatives are taken, and conflict positively changes the idea and habits or norms 

which minimizes the eruptions of conflict so next stage of conflict management can be successfully done. 

II. Next stage is of successful conflict management as we have described above that conflict resolution in 

a country which is alien to ideas of foreign countries and react hard as we seen in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

If we talk about the crust of this theory is that Conflict management theory most importantly has 

diverted the importance toward the two major aspects in the field of peace and conflict studies which are 

sources and response to conflict because it is important to first know the sources of particular conflict and 

before going for resolution to that particular conflict one has to know how to response and react to a 

particular conflict and how it can be managed (Sinclair et.al, 2011). 

Conflict management is a method of a long term management of violent and unsolvable conflict and it has 

wide variety of usage, from management means avoiding the loss of human lives, social structure and 

institutions and controlling the situation where sudden burst of violent conflicts can be avoided. Often 

conflict management is considered distant from conflict resolution, resolution refers to the resolving a 

dispute to the contract of one or both or all parties involved, however conflict management may not have a 

resolution with an on-going process of managing the situations which can save the lives or managing things 

getting messy. 

While managing a conflict with time when successful efforts of first conflict transformation and 

then management can bring an ideal situations and change of perceptions by opposite group. For a 

successful management of a conflict following things are important to take care of: 

• Be aware of conflict, put good attention into the hidden signs of a conflict development and hidden 

signs of conflict. 

• Take a rational approach to a conflict. 

• Investigate the Situation, Rationale decide how to tackle the arising situations. 

• Let everyone share their concerns 

• Identify option and find a way forward 

• Work on what has been agreed 

• Take good attention on how things are going 

• Preventive strategies must be prepared for odd situations in future 

III. On third stage then it comes to gauge in the process of conflict resolution but it cannot be forced if it 

does not works then just wait for another opportunity or time to push for an resolution and bring 

opposing parties on board but however while gauging in conflict resolution process even at that process, 

the management of conflict cannot be abandoned but it should be continue even after few years of 

resolution so if an opposition happens then it can be neutralized in time right before parties go for 

conflict.  
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ANALYSIS 

Establishment of Taliban’s regime and US withdrawal: causes and consequences 

Afghanistan the country destroyed by decades of war and governed unlawfully with self-made laws. Once 

again people of Afghanistan are on crossroads of migration and living under Taliban rule. Definitely 

Afghanistan today is the most impoverished and highly troubled country and this country is not anymore 

hidden in mountains of central Asia but it finds itself on critical geographic juncture. As it was once in 

history when it acted as buffer zone between the British in Indian sub-continent and Soviets in Central Asia, 

so both wanted to acquire this land of Afghanistan but none succeeded but each time these imperial 

countries in spite of not succeeding fanned the fire to war which caused the suffering of Afghans. when 

world made riches from industrialism and trade, Afghanistan ended its third decade with sirens of war 

around the nook and corner of country even though Afghanistan sits on the cornerstone to trade and political 

success in central Asia.  

Regional powers and all of Afghanistan’s immediate neighbors as well trans-regional powers and 

their allies are highly involved in internal affairs of country and highly concerned west on the other sides. 

so most of them have supported a local group who is fighting for the power in the wake of civil war in the 

country. In recent scenario Taliban’s take over and ISIS-K insurgent attacks has proved that Afghanistan is 

preparing for yet another civil war and even external powers have to support the groups in country which 

are totally opposite to their ideology. 

CIA director William Burns states his concerns that “intelligence-gathering efforts will be more 

difficult without a U.S. military presence in the country. However, while this is undoubtedly true, the U.S., 

friends and allies have electronic surveillance/drones that can inform if al-Qaeda or equivalent entities are 

reconstituted.” As U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken says “Our capacity to do that is far different 

and far better than it was before 9/11.” The U.S. does have over-the-horizon capability (the 21st century of 

the British 19th century “butcher and bolt” approach) from the Arab Gulf states or U.S. off-shore carriers” 

(Kapetas, 2021). 

After the withdrawal of US forces and Taliban’s takeover has given terrorist groups encouragement 

and power to continue the insurgency in neighboring countries such as Pakistan and Uzbekistan with having 

relations with Al-Qaida and other terrorist’s groups, it is no hidden fact that Taliban would try to influence 

other countries as well, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan are in very vulnerable condition and emergence of 

Taliban inspired insurgency in both countries (Tariq et al., 2021).  

Taliban in Afghanistan: Impact on regional peace  

Resource poor and landlocked Afghanistan has always been in vulnerable condition and under the influence 

of its neighbors for trade and goods, but recent developments put Afghanistan at most vulnerable level. The 

competition between unwelcomed external powers fueling the conflicts in country but however, sometimes 

Afghanistan has benefited from it but most of times it has been exploited at the hands of that external powers 

(Weinbaum, 2006). 

According to recent World Bank (2010) study that “the region’s economies form natural trade 

partnerships, or that Afghanistan is especially suited to serve as the hub of a regional trade zone. The study 

finds potentially greater compatibility in sharing energy and water resources, with the best prospects coming 

through bilateral rather than multilateral agreements. The World Bank’s study about Afghanistan points out 

that although trade between Afghanistan and neighboring Pakistan and Iran is significant, trade activity is 

minimal among former Soviet republics and between them and Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India. It suggests 

that even if transport and border policies currently acting as restraints were removed, regional trade would 

still face serious limitations.  

Taliban’s supreme leader Haibtullah Akhunzada urging international community to help Taliban’s 

government to redevelop the country and some countries like Russia, China, Turkey and Iran are already 

providing Taliban regime with assistance and aid. This time Taliban are very keen to take responsibility 

and coming up with new laws as recently Taliban’s supreme leaders announced ban on young marriage of 

girls and sell of young girls for marriage purpose (Jabarkhail, 2020). 
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All the actions by Taliban after Afghanistan’s takeover shows Taliban’s willingness to work with 

international community and regional powers for the good of Afghanistan and this is the point of this study 

to put light on the importance and methods of engagement for the stability of Afghanistan under Taliban, 

however we cannot blind eye to the negative reports coming from Afghanistan despite Taliban’s positive 

showcase but ground reports are still grim and we can work to bring about change and make Taliban regime 

responsible entity directly or indirectly. 

Ghaznavi (2021) in a report about Taliban’s new strategies tells “in his radio and TV address, Sher 

Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai, deputy head of the political office of the Taliban, focused on the regional 

powers and expressed the group’s desire to establish political and economic relations with these powers.” 

It is important to note that Taliban’s leadership has always denied Osama Bin Laden’s involvement 

in 9/11 attacks and recent Al-Qaida’s leadership issued an statement congratulating the Taliban’s leadership 

over their victory in Afghanistan and Aiman al zawahri and other leaders from Al-Qaida has already has 

given ‘bay’ah’ an pledge of allegiance to Taliban and their cause so it means that both parties align with 

each other’s agenda and aims so reemergence of Al-Qaida and its aim of international insurgency may 

emerge under recent Taliban regime but with different face which will take time for other countries to 

understand and know their technique (El-Bay, 2021). 

Afghanistan’s stability and peace under Taliban 

General Mark Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, warned members of Congress that the speed 

of the Taliban’s victory could embolden militant groups and increase the terrorism threat. The February 

2020 U.S.-Taliban agreement was premised on a set of basic assurances that the Taliban will not allow 

Afghan soil to be used by terrorist groups who threaten the United States and U.S. allies, but these 

assurances were both insufficiently concrete and have been overtaken by events. While terrorist groups 

today now have multiple territorial options from which they can threaten U.S. and international security, a 

hostile and uncooperative relationship with a Taliban-dominated government could pose a significant threat 

to regional and international security (Miller, 2021). 

Afghanistan has become an important transit state of the trade and energy projects by China, central 

Asian states, Pakistan and Iran in which railway routes, power transmission line, road routes and other 

major projects has been planned but due to continuous instability all of the projects could not started yet 

(Hegghammer, NATO DC, 2021). Starting of these projects within Afghanistan could bring positive change 

but how to do is and how to start is a problem for which answers need to find. 

In a report by (DIIS) Danish institute for international studies (2013) on the Taliban and Afghan 

reconciliation, written and edited by Mona K. Sheikh & Maja T. J. Greenwood, in which they talked with 

some of experts from peace and political studies. Following are excerpts of interviews conducted by DIIS: 

Zubair Popalzai, Deputy Head of Research, Centre for Conflict and Peace Studies (Kabul) says “The 

Taliban understand that unless they reach a negotiated settlement their leaders will be killed by US drones 

even if they succeeded to capture Afghanistan or Kabul again. However, this can change if the US 

withdraws from Afghanistan leaving a very weak Afghan state with unsupported and fragile political and 

military institutions. President Obama seems determined to wrap up the war effort in Afghanistan by 2014 

so he can be remembered as the president who brought two wars (Iraq and Afghanistan) to their conclusion”. 

In negotiations, I think the Taliban will insist on the complete withdrawal of foreign troops and major 

amendments if not complete refusal of the constitution. They will insist on such amendments that conform 

to their interpretation of the sharia law. I don’t think they will maintain the same position on women’s 

education or work.” 

Amina Khan, Research Fellow, Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad, Pakistan, Amina shares 

her thoughts in an interview in 2013 about the intention of Taliban when U.S and Afghan authorities wanted 

to talk peace deal and she shared some of important ideas which has proven today. She said “Tales of 2021’s 

Taliban being different and active to concerns of civilians as well they have mastered the art of propaganda 

as Taliban’s leaders always refrained to appear in front of media and talk to them but after recent 

reemergence their key leaders are very much active talking and carefully answering the all questions from 

international and local media. Taliban’s leaders this time specially the heads of ministries  put up  by Taliban 

calling press conferences for the developments and work they are doing, such as their immigration minister 
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announced that they have started to deliver the passports to citizens and they have made special branch to 

facilitate their citizens who wants to come back and their premier  addressing and asking international 

community, US and UN to unfreeze and provide them with funds so they can provide food, hospitalization 

and other relief to Afghan citizens.” 

According to study by Ali (2021) on effects of Taliban government on neighbor countries in which 

he concluded risks to Pakistan as “Taliban rule in Afghanistan is not risk-free and could embolden militant 

groups inside Pakistan. Pakistan should be especially on guard against more empowered. The fall of Kabul 

to an Islamist radical movement has enthused many extremists across the Muslim world, who are likely to 

pose a threat to Russia and its neighbors in Central Asia. It was to avert that same threat that provoked 

Moscow to intervene in Syria in 2015.” Resultant mess now has landed in the lap of  Russia and this time 

it can-not just walks away (Trenin, 2021). 

Regional blocks and their role over the Afghanistan Issue and their strategies  

In a study by Marvin G. Weinbaum sponsored by United states institute of peace concludes the relation of 

Afghanistan with its neighbors as majority of Afghanistan’s problems though as domestic but that problems 

are highly regional in character and importantly connected to regional strategies and cooperation’s. Iran has 

always unwanted and prevented the emergence of radical Islamic powers in Afghanistan or same group as 

it but Iran always been convinced that these groups are created by its enemy aimed as planned distraction 

and Pakistan always been involved with Pashtun radical groups even it has to pay the price of its relations 

with other regional powers, Taliban will not be able to trust Russia so the relations with Moscow always 

has been bitter even Moscow being ready to assist Afghans in all matters and Afghans have distrust even 

with post Soviets government and relation never been able to recover.  

China has been observed as most determined to the Afghanistan issue as so Russia as both fear the 

flux of insurgency into Central Asian countries, with security arrangements of providing funds and 

assistance to build two of military bases with borders of Tajikistan and Afghanistan, China also engaged 

with Taliban to stabilize the country and provide aid, possible recognition of Taliban in Afghanistan so in 

future economic, geopolitical and security goals could be made. There have been observed an anti-U.S 

strategic block by the Iran, Pakistan, China, Russia, Tajikistan and Taliban even though most of country’s 

goals have divergence except one neutral goal of Afghanistan’s stability (Miryousefi, 2021). 

Taliban’s links with east Turkistan independence movement (ETIM) and Taliban being very much 

inclined to ETIM’s ideology are some of the causes of China’s concerns and active involvement in 

Afghanistan in post U.S withdrawal. ETIM used Afghanistan to supply and train the fighters against China 

in Xinjian region(BBC, 2021).  

Iran is at friendly terms with Taliban but there some insurgent groups inspired by Taliban’s recent 

victory which can get in touch with outlawed groups of Afghanistan by Taliban, Pakistan’s Taliban also 

seems very much active and in contact with some of the groups if Taliban in Afghanistan as well TTP 

leaders announced their allegiance to Afghan Taliban which is concerning issue for Pakistan. ISIS-K is 

currently very active and already did some of the most violent insurgencies in Afghanistan under the control 

of Taliban and that’s what is concerning for neighboring countries and the international country as it can 

collaborate with the insurgent groups in neighboring to countries to meet their aims or export their terrorist 

activities through these countries to other vulnerable states (Troianvosky, 2021). 

Iran seems very much obliged to Taliban as in last years of fight against U.S and allies, Iran helped 

Taliban and first one to welcome the withdrawal of U.S forces and gave hints to recognize and help Taliban 

government (President.ir & BBC, 2021). 

Russia want a balance of power in central Asia but is also afraid of spillover effect of terrorism to 

central Asian countries so the China wants. Russia organized many conferences and invited all important 

stake holders for the stability in Afghanistan as well wants a good relation with Taliban and Pakistan. China 

wants a stabilized region so that they can secure their CPEC and their BELT and ROAD (BRI) Initiative, 

as unstable Afghanistan will affect its Xinjian region and all the projects in neighboring countries and their 

projects planned from Afghanistan territory (Jaspal, 2018). 

Samra Naz and Zafar Nawaz Jaspal (2018) in their study about role of regional powers in 

Afghanistan states that “The intra-state conflicts and external powers interference significantly undermine 
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national security of Afghanistan. The Afghan political parties are based on loose and shifting alliances of 

persons without any shared political ideology, led by a leader whose aim is to achieve personal gains in 

order to get resources to compete and to alleviate their own status. These political leaders get funds from 

external powers to promote their agenda and to achieve their own interests. The Afghan ruling elite 

dependency on foreign assistance encourages and facilitates external interference in the internal affairs of 

Afghanistan.” 

However, none of country which has stakes in Afghanistan want an unstable Afghanistan but when 

it comes to action and collaboration it gets complex and everyone has its own method to deal with situation 

in Afghanistan. In an observance by D.G Lewis about Afghanistan’s recent situations regional powers, it 

says that “Like other regional powers, Russia has been ambivalent about the US/NATO military presence: 

it supports withdrawal, but is worried that the US exit will lead to an escalation of violence. 

Russia shifted from its strong anti-Taliban position after 2015, providing support and offering 

international exposure to the movement by inviting them to talks in Moscow in November 2018. Russia’s 

initial rationale was tactical – to encourage the Taliban to attack ISKP, which it views as much more 

dangerous than the Taliban.” India has always avoided to talk or have relation with Taliban because of 

Pakistan’s relations with groups of Taliban and been a strong supporter of Afghan national governments 

and most specifically Ashraf Ghani’s government but we have seen major shift in India’s policy towards 

Taliban and have offered aid and assistance to Taliban regime to have some soft relations with new power 

in Afghanistan but India will always be cautious of this relationship (Lewis, 2020 & Mashal, 2015).  

While fighting in Afghanistan, United States accused Iran and Russia of paying huge bounties, 

training and providing critical weaponry to target the strategic locations and to kill the U.S and coalition 

force’s personals in Afghanistan but on other hand both Iran and Russia were worried of strong Taliban and 

its links to other insurgent groups as ISLK and insurgent groups active in central Asian countries and this 

shows how much proxy was present in Afghanistan and not even Afghan government and intelligence 

agencies could understand that who was doing what.  

Treaty of central Asian states (CIS) signed in 1992 under Russia is also is a part of Russian efforts 

to ensure security in central Asian states and keep safe the most vulnerable states of Uzbekistan, Tajikistan 

and Turkmenistan as they share borders with Afghanistan, so Russia is very much worried of spillover of 

fundamentalists to these countries and make security situation at stake and Russia is perceived as security 

guarantor to central Asian countries because Russia do not want Central Asian countries to fall into hands 

of U.S and it is even ready to work with China and Iran to device policies in post US withdrawal from 

Afghanistan. If we talk about the regional security complex of central Asia, Uzbekistan has its great 

importance as hub of central Asian civilization and has potential to develop as dominant and key regional 

power. sharing no borders with China and Russia, it can formulate its own regional policy together with 

Tajikistan and Turkmenistan but we shouldn’t forget that both Russia and China has great interests in 

Central Asia and both are highly likely to involve in every security and economical aspect of region. ECO 

of Pakistan and Iran is not likely to develop any security profile but however Iran and Pakistan are on 

platform to develop a plan to initiate programs concerning Afghanistan (Stobdan, 1999). 

 

DISCUSSION 

In relation to failure in Afghanistan and Afghan military and police fall has been disturbing for the United 

States allies. U.S claims has been put into scale of suspension. There have been many reasons of fall of 

Afghanistan but some of them related to Afghan military’s will to fight and lack of national identity and 

unity among the army or police executives to work towards a common goals and most of were involved in 

kidnappings, killings and ransom. Huge corruption was analyzed among ranks and it almost felt like most 

of personals were there for their very own agenda but not for common goal of defending the country. 

From comprehensive analysis of literature and documents we analyzed in relevance of our research 

and questions we dwell on has been answered and expectations of our research has been meet in accordance 

of our hypothesis and below we briefly discuss each research question which has been answered in 

accordance with aims of this study; 
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• From analysis of data relevant to first aim of study that consequences of U.S withdrawal in which 

we have observed that in first place U.S withdrawal will bring new era of civil war instability in 

country and Taliban can-not simply control the situation, which we have already have seen deadly 

attacks by ISS-K on civilians right after U.S withdrawal and Taliban take-over of country. After 

Taliban takeover there is chaos in country and business has shut-down and liquid money has dried 

out and people are not able to even buy food and people have to sell their body organs to buy the 

food and other necessities. 

There will be increase in drug trafficking and other groups with aim insurgency will organize in 

Afghanistan and new era of conflict is waiting for the Afghanistan. 

• Further it has also been observed that without positive involvement of regional and trans regional 

actors, stability in Afghanistan not possible and Taliban’s assistance in Afghanistan is much needed 

so foreign actors who has stakes in Afghanistan can positively engage with Taliban to make them 

to bring stability and ensure human rights and should start with humanitarian assistance over ending 

the ties otherwise situation will be worst for the Afghanistan and region by isolating Taliban regime 

and letting them do as they please. 

• Stability in Afghanistan is very much important for the regional stability and from analysis it has 

been proved that regional actors such as Iran, China and Pakistan and trans regional actor as Russia 

very much want stability over chaos in Afghanistan for the peace in region and most them have 

engage with Taliban to provide assistance in that respect but they also have hardened the security 

parameter specially Russia and China working to develop good security management for the 

Central Asian states by building military bases and other assistance in that regard. 

• Taliban’s emergence has two overlapping effects on regional and Afghanistan’s stability as with 

the United States withdrawal relevant stability in Afghanistan and regional actors are engaging to 

bring stability back and with Taliban emergence regional actors are seems to be engaging positively 

and constructively as they understand the sensitive situation of Afghanistan after Taliban’s 

reemergence. 

• Over lapping Political blocks have been also observed over Afghan issue after U.S withdrawal, in 

which China and Pakistan’s block engaging with Taliban to meet the incentives for their interests 

and Iran Russia block to meet the interest of stability in region. Russia and central Asian states has 

also been engage to devise a plan to handle the insecurity situation emerging in central Asian states 

neighbored with Afghanistan and China as well providing military and financial support to build 

military bases in case of rise of new fundamentalist groups taking benefit of Afghanistan chaos and 

lawless situation because there is very much big possibility of civil war even under the Taliban 

when needs and security of people is not meet then people will form their different waring groups 

fighting against Taliban and with other interests groups. 

From one of reasons to failure in Afghanistan arise from foundation of security agencies in Afghanistan 

and following analyses has been observed: 

• Military and police authorities including constables responsible of patrolling and security of 

parameters were observed high on drugs routinely. 

• Kidnapping of civilians by Afghan military and police personals for ransom, which derived utter 

hate against the state and its security agencies. 

• Kidnapping, extra judicial killings, sexual abuse and in many cases killings of young innocent 

civilian boys by security personals on official patrol bases which hosted both U.S and Afghan 

military personals, and these hideous acts derived hate and mistrust among government and security 

agencies which weakened the civil military relation and critical information flow from civilian 

stopped and civilians turned towards Taliban as saviors. 

• Local Afghan security personals showed their behavior as very unprofessional even U.S spending 

billions dollars on training Afghan military and police and things which includes incompetent in 

securing military parameters specially patrolling bases and handling of weapons and its 

maintenance, routinely shooting at civilians which made things difficult for PB’s in rural areas. 
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• Afghan police and military personals were very inactive towards their jobs and very little presence 

of national identity to fight for and it seemed that they were there to do corruption. 

• Selling of critical weapons, fuel and critical parts of vehicles, which ended up in the hands of 

Taliban. 

• High post commanders were always absent from their duties for extended periods and in many 

cases up to three months while country was going through critical times in terms of security. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Despite the numerous procedural attempts made by various governments in the modern periods, 

Afghanistan's distinctive geography had brought a lot of challenges for its population and countries in the 

region and badly hindered the state-making process. After the Biden administration decided to leave in 

August of last year, the most recent one just concluded. The election of Talban, who was motivated by the 

traditional understanding of Islam, is the most recent instance of bringing Hobbesian peace to a nation 

scarred by war. Through analysis accordance with theoretical framework this study worked on is that in 

countries alien to European ideologies and specially third world countries, resolution is not possible and if 

directly going for quick resolution without working for it in first place will have consequences same as 

united states war on terrorism in Iraq, Afghanistan and other middle eastern countries. World should provide 

humanitarian assistance and program to reconstruct the infrastructure after war and save what’s left behind, 

Taliban should be engaged constructively and held responsible, otherwise, even doing humanitarian 

operation would not be possible or effective. Political and strategic blocks should form a greater block to 

work to stabilize the Afghanistan because the weapon stockpile in Afghanistan will be of high security risk 

for already devastated Afghan civilian and neighboring countries. 
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