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ABSRACT 

Since 2014, India has witnessed substantial change under the Modi administration. As 

India's prime minister and a former RSS member, Modi has advocated the Hindutva 

agenda, which entails converting the country from a secular to a Hindu State. India is the 

second-most populous country in the world and has the largest democracy. India is a very 

ethnically, culturally, and religiously diverse country. A democratic country with such a 

sizable population must maintain a pluralistic society, which India has for a very long time, 

even before partition. However, the current resurgence of Hindu nationalism has raised 

concerns about minorities' futures. Indian secularism is having a difficult time adjusting to 

the issue of growing Hindu nationalism. By using the Psychocultural theory to explain the 

relationships between ethnic groups inside India and how it constitutes a threat to the 

future of secularism in India. In this research article, secondary data will be employed. 

Keywords: Secularism, BJP, Hindu Nationalism. Content Analysis, Hindu Rashtra, 

Psychocultural Theory. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Indian secularism is not just a result of the 1947 division; it has a long history in Indian 

civilization. The confluence of various cultures and religions has long been a defining 

characteristic of India. Asoka, a famous king, was known for his liberal acceptance of 

different religions. Akbar took things a step further by integrating all religions in his court, 

and Gandhi followed suit by accepting all religions. Additionally, India's constitution 

supports the secularist culture that exists there. Given the realities of its multicultural 

population, the nation must uphold its constitution. To support the idea of secularism in the 

nation, strong leadership needs to emerge. 

India is a secular democracy according to its constitution; however the ideology of 

the most recent administration runs against to this fundamental aspect of Indian democracy. 

India is evolving toward a new identity that is extremely harmful to other religions and 

believes that Hinduism is superior to all other religions in India. As a result, the secularism 

debate seems to be more pertinent now than it has ever been in India's history. Giving its 

Hindu identity priority will undermine secularism, according to the psychological school of 

thought, and if some sense of stability is gone in places such As India it'll have negative 
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effects (Harriss, 2015).  

The strength of India, according to former Indian Prime Minister Pandit Jawahar 

Lal Nehru, lies in the diversity of its cultures. This story had been spread ever since the 

subcontinent was divided until the establishment of the BJP, a Hindutva party. There were 

undoubtedly many errors made by secular parties like the Indian National Congress and 

other parties in India, which gave room for such religious nationalistic parties and their 

rigid views on minorities. As a result, India has become a majoritarian state that threatens 

the future of secularism in India (Jaffrelot C. , The Fate of Secularism in India, 2019). 

Hindutva is not a recent phenomenon in India, and it is well known for its hostility 

toward minorities and secularism. The threat to secularism has increased as BJP has gained 

power and Hindutva is being expressed by a democratically elected government. In this 

research, I will close the knowledge gap regarding how Hindutva is transforming the 

secular foundation of Indian democracy into a majoritarian state. How the present wave of 

Hindu Nationalism is affecting Indian Secularism?  

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

In 1921-1922 Hindutva Leader Vinayak Damodar Savarkar wrote a book Essentials of 

Hindutva. He was the first Hindu Leader who was openly against English rule and was in 

favour of the use of force. This book is still considered the basic guideline for RSS. Current 

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi has been part of RSS since childhood and no doubt 

recent policies adopted by the BJP government are the depiction of what they are following 

(Savarkar, 1920). Andrea Malji has written an article in Asian Politics named ‘The Rise of 

Hindu Nationalism and Global Ramifications’. In her article, she explained the fault lines 

on which Hindu Nationalism lies. She also underlined the rise of the BJP and how its 

treatment of the minorities is defecting the social fabric of Indian society. She gave an 

overview of how BJP manipulated religion in favour of getting power and also, she 

manifested in her article the ramifications of religious nationalism (Malji, 2020). 

In his Article ‘A Critical Study of ‘Hindu Nationalism’ in India’ Kalim Siddiqui 

took a detailed account of rise of BJP and the philosophy of Hindutva. He also explained 

the reason behind belligerence against Muslims and how minorities are living under 

constant threat with this sudden rise of Hindutva. Another important book has written on 

the understanding of Rise of Hindutva and its political implication of it. Aditya Nigam 

mentioned in detail the divide and concerns of minorities against the blatant actions of 

Hindutva (Siddiqui, 2016). 

Guidelines for Hindutva can be traced back to the 1920s when Hindutva Leader 

Vinayak Damodar Sawarkar wrote the book Essentials of Hindutva. In his book, he 

mentioned how Hindutva is different from Hinduism. Moreover, he clearly manifested in 

his book that as in the USA if someone is born there that person will be automatically a 

citizen of the USA but in India that is not the case. For a person to become part of 

Hindustan, it is important to consider the land of India as his/her fatherland (Pitri Bhoomi) 

as well as holy land (Punya Bhoomi). According to that Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists 

fulfil these criteria while Muslims, Jews, Christians, and Paarsi do not.  (Savarkar, 1920) 

When BJP leaders were not gaining much popularity among the people, they 

decided to play the religion card. A long unresolved issue over Babri Masjid became their 

trump card. As 80 % of the Indian population consist of Hindus BJP started to pose 

Hindus as the victim of Muslim long rule and narrating to reclaim their land for start by 

building RAM mandir on the place of Babri Masjid. Ram Rathyatra of Lal Krishan 

Advani for Ram Mandir and the slogan “Mandir waheen bnain gay” gained popularity in 

masses which eventually ended in the result of demolition of Babri mosque. (Malji, 2020) 

Resultantly BJP got 119 seats in the elections of 1991 while in the elections of 

1984 BJP could only sustain for two seats. As the BJP gained popularity by enchanting 

religious slogans such as Jai Shri Ram and creating a sense of Hindu superiority over 

others, in 2014 BJP won elections with a heavy margin of 244 seats over congress. 

(Siddiqui, 2016) 

In the judgment of the Gujrat riots of 2002, it can be clearly witnessed how India 
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is falling into the trap of Hindutva ideology. The federal government or Judiciary was 

failed to resist the popular narrative whether it was right or wrong. That clearly is a 

manifestation of xenophobic ideology which is taking deep roots in Indian society. 

(Jaffrelot C. , Gujarat 2002: What Justice for the Victims? The Supreme Court, the SIT, 

the Police and, 2012) 

Modi’s victory in election 2007 proved to be a significant chapter in Indian 

politics. In his election campaign, he initially started with his successes in the economic 

realm but a posture of Modi as being anti-Muslim was an asset rather than a liability. By 

propagating Hindu nationalistic and anti-Muslim narrative, he presented a new kind of 

politics. (Jaffrelot C. , 2008) 

Since 2014, under the Modi regime, communal violence has taken a new jump. 

Hindus are committing crimes against Dalit, Muslims, Christians, and other minorities. 

And in such bigotry state institutions such as Police is becoming a facilitator or silent 

spectator of incidents. These crimes include Cow lynching, mob killing, mob beatings, and 

casting these minorities as traitors. Modi regime has passed bills such as CAA 

(Citizenship amendment act) and NRC (National register of citizens) which are so 

discriminatory in nature towards minorities living in India. (Nigam, 2019) 

Modi’s hyper personification, weak opponent Rahul Gandhi (Great-grandson of 

Nehru) who was projected as a dynastic inherent, and the strong wave of Hindu nationalism 

led India to the victory of Modi regime. Since then, a new Hindu nationalistic character of 

India is being propagated through the media and it has become popular discourse. This 

shifting of the narrative is undermining the very secular culture of India. The notion of 

India belongs to only Hindus is very destructive in its nature because twenty percent of non-

Hindus, in which the majority are Muslims, will feel threaten and are being threatened by 

the policies that have been adopted under Modi’s regime. (Harriss, 2015) 

According to the work of Carnegie Endowment for International Peace on The 

BJP in power: Indian Democracy and Religious Nationalism it is mentioned that Hindu 

nationalism begins with the narrative that secularism is a fraudulent imposition of the west 

on India and the true identity of India is actually Hindu identity. Even some of the 

supporters of Hindu Rashtra posit that India should be a Hindu theocratic state in which 

Hindu religious figures should be appointed. (Vashinava, 2019) 

In addition to that Carnegie Endowment for International Peace has also published 

a report named The Fate of Secularism in India in 2019 by analysing the Rise of BJP and 

policies of BJP since 2014. This report is a valuable edition in the assessment of the Indian 

BJP led government. Another important document in examining the impacts of BJP policies 

is through Amnesty International Report 2017/2018. 

Manifesto of BJP for Elections of 2019 was itself reflecting the Hindutva ideology 

of BJP such as under the first action plan Named Nation First of their manifesto it is 

clearly mentioned of the citizenship amendment bill, combating left terrorism and 

abrogation of Article 370. (BJP, 2019) And all that has happened till date followed by 

several protests and chaos around the country yet the Modi regime is continuously 

rejecting these protests by calling them “TukdeTukde Gang” and calling these protestors 

anti-nationals. 

Again in 2019, Narendra Damodardas Modi has been elected as a prime minister 

for the second consecutive term. Around 900 million voters were eligible to cast vote with a 

turnout of 67%, it was the highest participation of women voters in the world. Since 1984 

no single party had won the majority seats in LokSabha (Indian Parliament) with the 

exception of the 2014 elections. This election has been contested on the narratives of 

secularism (Mainly supported by Congress party) and Hindutva (Hindu Nationalism mainly 

supported by BJP (Vaishinav, 2019) 

Since the Modi regime has come to power, the Hindu Rashtra mantra has become 

the talk of the town in India. Debates on news channels, columns in newspapers, and 

rhetoric in public spheres by government Ministers have drawn the attention of scholars in 

India and around the world focusing on changing India. Much work has been done on 

religious nationalism (Hindutva) in India. Nationalism is on the horizon of international 
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politics again and a sense of racial and religious superiority reminds the episode of Hitler 

and Mussolini. As per the Indian constitution in which the basic fabric of Indian 

democracy is depicted such as mentioned above. India is a country made as soverign 

socialist secular democratic republic (Government of India, 2021). 

The polarization of India into Hindutva right-wing and secular left-wing has 

created a divide among the people of India. That divide has led to communal violence 

especially between Muslims and Hindus. This division actually violates the very essence 

of the Indian secular fabric but now things have been changed and this change is leading 

India towards chaos. (Dr. Aiysha Safdar, 2019) 

Muslims in India are the 2nd largest Muslim population consisting of around 150 

million people in a country yet they are in the minority. 20 to 30 percent of that population 

is Shia and the rest is Sunni population. The only state wherein India, where Muslims are in 

majority, is Kashmir, which has been in a continuous anarchic situation since separation. 

Indian Muslims have ruled India for almost 800 years impacting the culture of India deeply 

whether it is literature, art, music, architecture, or science. Muslims have been at prominent 

positions in India even presidents too. There have been issues between Muslims and Hindus 

but at a minor scale and it never transformed into major clashes. But since the issue of 

Babri Masjid, that ethnic divide is getting deeper and since Modi’s regime, it has not only 

intensified but also has worsened over time. The government’s openly lenience and direct 

affiliation towards Hindutva not only has raised suspicion among Muslims but also causing 

radicalization among other Minorities. (Angel Rabasa, 2004) 

Religious conflict has not only to be on religious line but socio-economic disparity 

plays a vital role in brewing up belligerence between groups. When a group gets more 

economic benefits and another group is left behind it creates a sense of animosity. That 

animosity mostly finds validity under the umbrella of religion and the deprived group 

mostly takes it because of religious differences. In India, the Hindu caste system is a 

perfect depiction of how it creates a gulf between ethnic groups on religious lines. With 

the rise of BJP these ethnic lines are getting more visible and as they claim the Indian land 

for Hindus and rest of the minorities can live there but under the flag of Hindutva. 

(Anthony, Causes of Interreligious Conflict, 2015) 

Other than religious differences politics play a vital role in deepening rifts between 

religious groups. India has remained secularist in nature even in Muslim Rule and the same 

went after independence. But after Rise of the BJP, a new sense of Hindu politics is 

emerging. Since Modi’s government, many of old narratives are revised such as changing 

history books posing Muslim Rulers as looters and denouncing them as heroes or great 

rulers. Not only that many BJP leaders on many occasions have accepted Nathu Ram Godse 

killer of Mahatma Gandhi as a national hero. Such a huge political shift is causing crack 

among the masses and belligerence is getting deeper. (Nigam, 2019) 

Another reason for the religious conflict is cultural differences. In the context of 

India, Hinduism and Islam both have their distinctive features and their cultural differences. 

India being a pluralistic society had been immune to these differences as a whole. But BJP 

on rise with propagating Hindu culture as elite culture has caused bitterness among other 

minorities. Especially with Muslims, Cow ban and attacking Muslims and even burning 

mosques have taken place in many parts of India. As, the majority religion in India, BJP is 

willing to make India a Hindu theocratic state which is causing insecurities among 

minorities. (Anthony, Causes of Interreligious Conflict, 2015) 

Since 2014 there are several policies adopted by the Hindu Nationalistic 

government which have undermined the rights of minorities across the country. The wrath 

of BJP has mostly inflicted upon the biggest minority in India the Muslims. It would be 

quite pertinent to take account of those policies to understand how BJP has left little room 

for minorities. Even socially Hindu vigilantism had manifested in various movements such 

as the Gharwapsi movement to reconvert Muslim and Christian women into Hinduism 

forcefully. Another bloody manifestation of Hindu dominance was of GauRksha Dal (cow 

saving group). In the guise of GauRaksha Dal several innocent people were lynched, 

brutally tortured, and even publicly killed in presence of Police. (Amnesty International, 
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2018) 

Such atrocities have become a norm in India. Moreover, the recent judgment of 

Babri Masjid case in favor of Hindus, abrogation of the special status of Kashmir and 

imposed Citizen Amendment Act (CAA) and National Registration of Citizens (NRC) can 

be seen that even Judiciary, Parliament and civil society seem to be under the sway of 

Hindutva ideology. This Hindutva ideology is so dominated that it has affected the secular 

party of India INC to revisit its policy for nominating Muslim candidates for election. That 

means that minorities or not being deprived of their social space but are being subjugated 

politically too. (Dr. Aiysha Safdar, 2019) 

Psychocultural perspective of Ethnic conflict 

According to Psychocultural perspective, ethnicity has strong cultural and psychological origins, which 

contribute to the persistence of ethnic identity. The premise of this study work is based on Marc Howard 

Ross' assertion that "ethnic identity is anchored in shared, deeply ingrained worldviews that define 

group members' interactions with others, their actions, and their reasons." Ethnic identity cannot be 

altered; it can only be made more accepting and understanding. Ethnic conflict stirs up anxieties and 

suspicions about actual and potential rivals while involving key components of each group's identity. 

Therefore, ethnic conflict is more than just a political issue; it is also a drama that questions the group's 

basic survival by debating its identity. This school of thought explains why it is so difficult to settle 

ethnic disputes. In India, where Modi's government has made significant changes and advanced the 

Hindutva agenda—which is to convert India into a Hindu nation state—the same is true. This research 

paper will mostly rely on Marc Howard Ross's key premise that a nation can use identity to generate 

some appearance of instability in society and that a nation cannot continue to practice tolerance for 

others (Ross, 1995). 

Conceptual framework 

Since the Hindutva concept, which more and more Indians are embracing, is changing India into a 

Hindu nation, which is against the country's constitution, India's reputation as a secular society has 

come under examination. Modi has also been portrayed as India's only opportunity, and any opposition 

to him or any failure is considered to be anti-national. Due to these developments, India is edging closer 

to becoming a majoritarian and authoritarian state. 

The BJP has traditionally gotten its power by inciting racial tension and repeatedly proclaiming 

that Hindus are India's superior race. While Modi puts on a good front, all of his ministers and 

lawmakers are blatantly advancing the Hindutva agenda. India has undergone significant changes since 

2014 under the Modi administration in every area of governance. Being a former RSS member, Modi 

has pursued the Hindutva agenda as Prime Minister of India, which essentially involves transforming 

India from a secular to a Hindu nation.  

Apart from that, though, nothing positive has occurred in India. During his tenure, 

communal violence has escalated significantly as a result of Modi's support of the RSS goal 

through the implementation of punitive policies on minorities, mainly Muslims. This has 

put Muslim ethnicity at risk with regard to Marc Howard Ross' assumption. In order to 

preserve the very social fabric of the society, a state with a population as diverse as this one 

should avoid ethnic conflict. In this sense, the execution of CAA has come under fire on a 

global scale for its unjust treatment of Muslims and intent to tarnish the Muslim identity. 

The work of Marck can be recognized as the best example of this kind. After that these 

three policies—abolition of Article 370, CAA, and NRC—directly affect Muslims in India, 

and denigration of Nehru and Gandhi have become commonplace, causing severe division 

in society (Ross, 1995). 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study uses the Discourse Analysis and Content Analysis method of research. Analyzing text data 

using qualitative content analysis is a research technique. It focuses on the traits of writing that has 

intentional and contextual significance. This approach allows for the use of vocal, written, or electronic 

content. Through a methodical coding procedure that identifies themes and patterns, qualitative content 

analysis aids in the subjective interpretation of text material. Additionally, secondary sources will be 

explored to understand how India is converting India into a Hindu nation state. 
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Challenges to and prospects for secularism in India 

Secularism in the west 

The idea of secularism dates back to medieval times in Europe when the church was too 

dominated in the affairs of state that even for a king it was impossible to go against the 

wishes of the church. As the saying goes absolute power corrupts absolutely, unchecked 

power of church led to the subjugation of people which eventually faced public resistance 

and there comes the idea of secularism ‘Separation of religion from the affairs of the state’. 

Secularism is frequently misunderstood as the contradiction of religion or is assumed 

synonym to atheism. According to the Encyclopedia of religion and ethics, “Secularism is 

wholly unconcerned with that unknown world and its interpretation. It deals with the known 

world, interpreted by experience neither offers nor forbids any opinion regarding another 

life.” Secularism is not opposed to religion, it just opposes the idea of religious inculcations 

into legal, political, and educational matters. (Kumar G. P., 2006) 

Secularism in the India  

India, unlike the western world, is a country where most population is deeply infused with 

religious sentiments. India is the birthplace of four major religions such as Hinduism, 

Jainism, Sikhism, and Buddhism. Moreover, there are also other religions in India such as 

Islam, Christianity, and atheism. Therefore, it was quite impossible to follow the western 

model of secularism in India. Jawahar Laal Nehru strongly condemned the idea of religion 

in state matters and he was the main architect of Indian secularism. He was of the belief that 

religion is one’s private matter and therefore the state should not exploit it for political 

purposes. Nehru specifically detached himself by not taking part in any religious ceremony 

except the celebrations of the 2500th birth anniversary of Lord Buddha and there he declared 

that he came to celebrate the birth anniversary of a great Indian not of a head of a religion. 

(Singh, 2011) 

Being a pluralist country such as India consisting of different belief systems, 

distinct cultures, and divergent social practices, secularism is a comprehensive idea to 

recognize such a heterogeneous society. Another distinct feature of India is that it has 3rd 

largest Muslim population in any country after Indonesia and Pakistan. India’s Religious 

plurality extends far beyond Hindu Muslims. Sikhs and Christians have a substantial 

number in the population. There is also a huge number of Parsees, Buddhists, Jains, and 

Atheists reside in India. Even in Hinduism itself, there is a huge diversity. This division is 

not limited to only the caste system bus also to the school of thoughts too. A famous Hindu 

Scholar of fourteenth-century Madhava Acharya wrote in his book Sarvadarshana 

Samgaraha (collection of all philosophies) sixteen chapters dedicating each chapter to a 

different school of thought within Hinduism. Therefore, makers of the Indian constitution 

made sure that the state will not take any bias to any specific community or religion. (Sen, 

1993) 

The Secular nature of the constitution 

The Constitution of India clearly manifests that India is a socialist secular democratic 

republic. In the preamble of the constitution, it is written that “WE, THE PEOPLE OF 

INDIA, have solemnly resolved to constitute India into a [ SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST 

SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and to secure all its citizens.” However, at the 

time of independence, it was a big question of whether India should be a Hindu state or a 

secular state. Although the word ‘secular’ was not initially incorporated in the constitution 

but the founding fathers of India were cleared about the Idea of Secular India. In 1951, a 

distinguished member of the constituent assembly of India Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, aka 

B. R. Ambedkar, discussing the Hindu Code Bill explained that secular does not mean that 

we will not take into consideration of sentiments of people. But it means that parliament 

will not impose any particular religion upon people. In the earlier debates, it was also 

suggested that if the state is going to accept any religion it should be Hinduism given the 

fact that the majority of the population consists of the Hindu religion. However, validating 

any religion at the state level was rejected. Formally, the word secular was added into the 

preamble of the constitution in 1976 after passing the 42nd amendment. (Kumar G. P., 2006) 
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Articles of the Constitution 

Equal Rights 

In the articles of constitution 14 and 15, it is clearly mentioned that the state provides 

equality to every citizen without any discrimination based upon religion, caste, sex, or 

ethnicity. (Government of India, 2021)  

Opportunities of Employment 

According to article 16 state will provide equal opportunity for all citizens for employment 

in any office of state and there shall be no discrimination on grounds of religion, caste, 

descent, sex, place of birth residence, or any of them. (Government of India, 2021) 

Freedom of Religion 

Article 25 establishes that all citizens are equally entitled to profess, propagate and practice 

any religion they want. Moreover, in article 26 it is further explained that all citizens are 

free to establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable purposes without any 

interference of the state. In article 27 it is mentioned that the state will impose any tax 

which money would be used for promotion or maintenance of any religion. Article 28,29 

and 30 discuss the matters of education in which state-funded educational institutions shall 

not provide any religious education. No citizen will be denied admission on the basis of 

religion, caste, creed, or ethnicity. (Government of India, 2021)   

Challenges to Secularism in India 

Setbacks for Indian Secularism 

Although there was a little resistance on the account of deciding the fate of the state but the 

Indian National Congress (INC) overpowered it and India was declared a secular state. 

Nevertheless, Congress was able to uphold its commitment to secularism in the first few 

decades after independence. However, in the decade of the 80s non-secular designs started 

to unfold starting with Punjab. Congress was losing its grip in Punjab to an increasingly 

famous party Shiromani Akali Dal Party (SAD). SAD put forward a resolution by 

demanding more autonomy for Punjab which was rejected by the government. 

Bhindranwale, a fundamentalist Sikh, got prominence in SAD and started Dharam Yudh 

Morcha which led to some violent incidents over time (SEO, 2017).  

Moreover, demand for Khalistan started to surface as well. The situation started to 

get worse by the time, Indira Gandhi, the prime minister at that time, ordered Operation 

Blue Star to uproot Sikh militancy which eventually resulted in a stream of violent 

incidents. Indira Gandhi was assassinated by her Sikh Guard, even after that violence kept 

brewing. Finally, Army was called upon to restore the order but until then much had been 

damaged. That was the first blow to Indian Secularism, a few years later, Rajiv Gandhi (son 

of Indira Gandhi) who had succeeded his mother after her death as a Prime Minister went 

against a Supreme Court Judgement which was against Muslim’s marriage act. It left the 

majority Hindu population with resentment of unjustified favour towards minorities. The 

most powerful setback for secularism was of Ram Mandir dispute. Hindus claimed that the 

site of the Babri Mosque which was built by Mughal Emperor Babur was originally a 

temple and the birthplace of Lord Rama. Therefore, they have the right to demolish the 

mosque and rebuild a Ram Temple. It was the beginning of unending anti-secular episodes 

and the rise of the Bhartiya Janata Party in India. (SEO, 2017) 

Hindutva ideology and Secularism 

Hindutva (Hindu Nationalism) ideology can be traced back to the 1920s when Hindutva 

Leader Vinayak Damodar Sawarkar wrote a book named Essentials of Hindutva. In his 

book, he mentioned how Hindutva is different from Hinduism. Moreover, he clearly 

manifested in his book that as in the USA if someone is born there that person will be 

automatically a citizen of the USA but in India that is not the case. For a person to become 

part of Hindustan, it is important to consider the land of India as his/her fatherland (Pitri 

Bhoomi) as well as holy land (Punya Bhoomi). According to that Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, and 

Buddhists fulfill these criteria while Muslims, Jews, Christians, and Parsee do not. 

(Savarkar, 1920) 

Hindutva ideology basically, contradicts with Indian Constitution which provides 

equality and no discrimination to any religion, whereas Hindutva supports only Hindus as 
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top hierarchy and accepting Sikhs, Jains, and Buddhists at the second tier. Meanwhile, 

rejecting all other religions such as Christianity, Islam, and Jews, etc. Hindu nationalism 

begins with the narrative that secularism is a fraudulent imposition of the west on India and 

the true identity of India is actually Hindu identity. Even some of the supporters of Hindu 

Rashtra (Hindu State) posit that India should be a Hindu theocratic state in which Hindu 

religious figures should be appointed. (Vaishinav, 2019) 

Renovating political fabric 

Indian National Congress remained in power for quite a long time since independence and 

all Hindu Nationalist Organizations remained under shadow until the issue of Ram Janam 

Bhoomi (Birth Place of Lord Ram) surfaced. It empowered Sangh Parivar, a conglomerate 

of Hindu Nationalist organizations that includes its political wing BJP, Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad (VHP), Rashtriya Sawayamsevak Sangh (RSS), and Bajrang Dal. When BJP 

leaders were not gaining much popularity among the people, they decided to play the 

religion card. A long unresolved issue over Babri Masjid became their trump card 

(Ramachandran, 2020).  

Factors instigated Hindu Nationalism 

BJP not only capitalize on the issue of Ram Janam Bhoomi, but there are also other factors 

that gave a meteoric rise to BJP. BJP exploited the situation of economic scarcity, failure of 

strong leadership on the account of Congress, rampant corruption of Congress made slogans 

of secularism and democracy irrelevant to the masses. Moreover, the skillful use of media 

in favor of BJP’s agenda also played a vital role in turning masses towards the Hindu 

nationalistic mindset. On the above BJP provided a sense of superiority of being Hindu 

which was much supported by overseas Hindus as well. The identity of the Hindu nation in 

the world united the Hindu population which was divided into different political parties. 

That sense of identity was so strong that even secular parties had to bend to the wave of 

Hindutva. (Wulff, 1997) 

Religious Factor 

Religion has been always an important part of human society and has been a resort for the 

pains of Humans. There is no denying the fact that any religion in the world is always the 

source of inspiration peace and love yet at the same time with wrong representation and 

manipulated interpretation of religious scriptures it can become a source of violence as 

well. In India, most violent conflicts have occurred between Hindus and Muslims even 

though both Hinduism and Islam preach peace and love. Undoubtedly, religion generates a 

strong sense of motivation to do things, and in the name of Justice; People tend to go to any 

limits. Religious conflict occurs when one faction tries to impose its truth upon others 

claiming other religions false and evil. And like every religion it is the duty of a human to 

fight evil, hence it becomes a source of violence. (Possamai, Religion and the State, 2011) 

India is the world’s 2nd largest country in terms of population after China consisting 

of 1.35 billion people approximately. The majority of the population approximately 80 % 

practice the religion of Hinduism, while the 2nd largest religion in India is Islam. Muslims 

have ruled India for almost eight hundred years; this creates anguish and torments in the 

minds of those Hindus who believe themselves as the superior religion above all other 

religions. During the freedom struggle, in the beginning, Hindus and Muslims stayed 

together but after the controversy of the Urdu-Hindi conflict and then the partition of 

Bengal Hindus and Muslims parted their ways. Although a large portion of Muslims was in 

favor of united India but still it infested a sense of animosity between Hindus and Muslims 

and this animosity reflected time to time but at a smaller scale (Anthony, Causes of 

Interreligious Conflict, 2014). 

Biggest threat for these Hindu religious parties for Hinduism is Islam, because 

every religion of India got affected by Sanatan Dharam (Hinduism) except Islam. Islam has 

its own quality of being distinctive and individual. That quality of Islam has been a 

challenge for Hinduism and it can be witnessed in the annals of history. There has been 

always some level of tussle between Hindus and Muslims but it emerged rapidly after the 

war of independence when the whole sub-continent was under British Raj. (R. C. 

Majumdar, 1946) The First wave of Hindu Nationalism can be witnessed in the nineteenth 
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and twentieth-century for instance incident of the Urdu-Hindi controversy, the 

establishment of AryaSmaj, BathamoSmaj, and Shudhi Sangathan (To bring Non-Hindus 

into the fold of Hinduism). Hindutva ideology started taking roots in the minds of the 

masses gradually but persistently. But after the incident of demolition of Babri mosque and 

then riots in Gujrat intensified the fault line between Hindus and Muslims. Given the 

historical background, Muslims were the major victims of Hindutva violence 

(Ramachandran, 2020) 

Socio-economic Factor 

Socio-economic disparity plays a vital role in brewing up belligerence between groups. 

When a group gets more economic benefits and another group is left behind it creates a 

sense of animosity. That animosity mostly finds validity under the umbrella of religion and 

the deprived group mostly takes it because of religious differences. In India, the Hindu 

caste system is a perfect depiction of how it creates a gulf between ethnic groups on 

religious lines. With the rise of BJP these ethnic lines are getting more visible and as they 

claim the Indian land for Hindus and the rest of the minorities can live there but under the 

flag of Hindutva. In 2014, congress was largely defeated because of deteriorated economic 

conditions. Bad economic performance congress created a space for BJP. (Anthony, Causes 

of Interreligious Conflict, 2014) 

Political Factor 

Indian National Congress (INC) remained in power for a very long time in India and there 

was not really any big political challenge for INC. Therefore, they had no pressure to put 

the effort into making people’s lives better. There was not only performance lag but also 

there was rampant corruption which was not only deteriorating the economy but also was 

causing huge distress among people. Indian society is deeply religiously infused and most 

of this society belongs to middle and lower rungs. Adding to that fact majority of the Indian 

population is Hindu so when a political party imbued with religious slogans and criticizing 

a corrupt dynastic government that was in power for very long, was a promising anchor for 

the public to hold on to. BJP took advantage of Hindu religion and mixed it with an 

anarchic long history with Muslims and created a strong sense of Hindu identity among the 

masses. All these factors were in favor of the BJP to capture the majority of voters in India. 

The above-mentioned graph is a clear manifestation of how BJP is a party of a sole religion 

(Hinduism) and other religions’ representation is limited to 2.6 percent. Now that is clearly 

established that a political party based on Hindutva ideology is in power and it is her second 

consecutive term passing some laws which solely protect the rights of Hindus and other 

India-based religions but openly are against Muslims and other minorities. It begs a 

question of what will be the future of secularism in India. (Mukherjee, The Saffron Surge in 

Indian Politics: Hindu Nationalism and the Future of Secularism, 1995) 

Future of secularism in Indian democracy 

India has been following secular traditions in its early decades after independence and 

Congress had been successfully established the point that communalism and the influence 

of religion in politics is not good practice for India. As a division of India and Pakistan was 

basically on the grounds of religion. This narrative had been ingrained in the minds of 

people but with bad performance and rampant corruption, Congress lost its authority among 

the masses as well their narrative. This was a smart move on the account of BJP to feed on 

the weaknesses of Congress and to lure the majority of the population by selling an opposite 

narrative to Congress and it served well BJP. Since Hindutva is on the horizon, the scholars 

in India and the West both have the perspective that India’s changing nature of society and 

trends in a democracy is merely a recent change or superficial development but it is an 

ideological transformation that is shrinking the space for secularism. India, as a home of a 

heterogeneous society, has been austerely rejected by BJP, and the idea of secularism is 

paralleled with pseudo-secularism. Although, there has been much criticism by liberals and 

supporters of secularism but the surge of Hindu nationalism is so strong that criticism of 

liberals could not cast any impact on the society. (Mukherjee, The Saffron Surge in Indian 

Politics: Hindu Nationalism and the Future of Secularism, 1995) 



Kakar, Khokhar, & Zishan 

1037 
 

India is a pluralistic country that is full of diverse cultures, religions, and 

ethnicities. Therefore, it cannot be a country that represents only one religion. Although, 

other religions are in the minority that minority is in hundreds of millions, more than the 

population of many countries around the world. The only possible way for India to move 

forward along with minorities is through a secular form of government and there is much 

evidence that whenever there is a huge surge of Hindu Nationalism, it ends up with violent 

actions. For instance, the demolition of the Babri Mosque led to the deaths of hundreds of 

people both Hindu and Muslims. Similarly, the Gujrat incident resulted in a violent string of 

events that caused thousands of deaths and the loss of billions in the economy. Muslims in 

India make approximately 15 % of the total population which means around two hundred 

million Muslims reside in India (the third-largest Muslim population in the world). These 

violent events had not only a sudden impact but also become the reason for many Muslims 

to join militancy. The current government is explicitly targeting Muslims by passing bills 

which is causing huge distress among Muslims. Bills such as the National Register of 

Citizens (NRC), Citizenship Amendment Act, and abrogation of article 370 in Muslim 

majority state Kashmir are examples of the government’s discriminatory actions against 

Muslims. (Maizland, 2020) 

Citizenship Amendment Act was widely criticized by civil society in India and 

there were protests against it. Around two thousand acclaimed persons connected to 

academia and other professions signed a statement reproving the law for undermining the 

spirit of the very constitution. Moreover, there is international criticism of such 

discriminatory laws enacted by the Indian government towards Muslims. The United 

Nations Human Rights Office has mentioned the law as “fundamentally discriminatory”. 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), a group of 57 Muslim states, has called out 

the Modi’s government to take appropriate steps to eliminate the growing Islamophobia in 

India. The United States (U.S.) Commission on International Religious Freedom, an 

independent government agency has recommended U.S. government to sanction those 

Indian officials who are responsible for growing hatred. (Maizland, 2020). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Since Hindutva is approaching, researchers in India and the West share the view that India's 

shifting social trends and democratic nature are not only recent changes or surface-level 

developments, but rather an ideology shift that is reducing the room for secularism. India is 

the home of a diverse society, and the BJP has outright rejected this, paralleling pseudo-

secularism with secularism. Liberals and secularists have voiced a lot of criticism, but the 

rise of Hindu nationalism is so strong that their criticism has had little effect on society. 
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