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ABSTRACT 
The research aims to investigate Pakistan’s geographic, historic, political, riparian, and socio-

economic factors that lead to Pakistan as a Land of Penta Mesopotamia. Pakistan is situated in South 

Asia along the coast of Arabian Sea, bordering Afghanistan in west, China in north, Iran in southwest, 

Arabian Sea in South and Hindustan (India) lies in the east. Historically, the land of Pakistan has been 

the host of Neolithic period’s South Asian multi Indus valley civilization (IVC) that includes Gandhara, 

Harappan, Mehrgarh, Mohenjo-Daro, Takht-i-Bahi and Texila civilizations that emerged during 3,300 

BCE to 1300 BCE. Muslim Civilizations emerged from 712 to 1857 and British colonial culture also 

developed from 1857-1947 in this area. The Indus valley civilization flourished parallel to the 

Mesopotamian civilizations. Mesopotamian civilization includes the Assyrian and Babylonian 

Civilization that emerged in Iraq in between the two rivers of Euphrates and Tigris from 3,100 B.C. to 

332 B.C. and is referred to the “Cradle of Civilizations”. Since Mesopotamian civilization attracted all 

the ancient civilizations in West Asia to nourish because of its friendly ecological environments, fertile 

land and rich alluvium soils. Pakistan’s geography also attracted the Indus valley civilizations that 

emerged in the confluence of seven perennial rivers i.e. Sutlej, Ravi, Chenab, Jhelum, Indus, Swat and 

Kabul rivers, credited as the “Cradle of South Asian Indus valley Civilizations”. Pakistan’s strategic 

location in the region, her favorable ecosystem for biodiversity, favorable multi seasons, fertile land, 

friendly ecological conditions, rich agricultural environment, rich alluvium soils, strategic multiple 

riparian potentials that originate from Himalayan, Karakorum, and Hindu-Kush mountain ranges, 

remained lucrative for South Asian Indus valley civilizations. Pakistan’s geography also remained very 

attractive to the sub regions of Asia i.e. Central, South and West Asia because it has provided and has 

been providing the Mesopotamians agrarian transit economy to landlocked countries of Afghanistan 

and Central Asian States from the shortest possible sea route of Arabian Sea and visa-vi to oil rich 

states of Middle East via China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). Mesopotamian’s cultural, 

ecological, geographic, historic, riparian, socio-economic, socio-political equilibrium and similar 

factors are founded in the Indus valley civilizations that erect the sufficient evidence to prove that 

“Pakistan is a Land of Penta Mesopotamia”.  
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Introduction  

 
The official name of Pakistan is Islamic Republic of Pakistan with a population of twenty-two hundred 

million as per the census 2017 and is the second largest Muslim country in the world with an area 

spanning 881,913 square kilometers (340,509 square miles). Pakistan lies in South Asia along the coast 

of Arabian Sea, bordering Afghanistan in west, China in northeast, Iran in southwest, Arabian Sea in 

South and Hindustan (India) lies in the east. Pakistan literally means the “Land of the Pure” or clean, 

came into being on August 14, 1947 after long independent struggle from the British Colonial Raj in 

the Subcontinent. (Burki, Shahid Javed. Encyclopedia Britannica). South Asian multi Indus valley 

civilization (IVC) emerged in Pakistan’s geography during the Neolithic period from 3,300 BCE to 

1300 BCE that include Gandhara, Harappan, Mehrgarh, Mohenjo-Daro, Takht-i-Bahi and Texila 

civilizations. Mesopotamian civilization include the Assyrian and Babylonian civilizations that 

emerged in between Euphrates and Tigris rivers of Iraq because of its agrarian economy, fertile land, 

friendly ecological environment and rich alluvium soils from 3,100 B.C. to 332 B.C. and is referred to 

the “Cradle of Civilizations”. (Wright 2009-1-3). The word Mesopotamia literary means, a land in 
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between the two rivers. (Liverani, Mario. December 4, 2013- 540-549). Since the Mesopotamia 

attracted the entire ancient civilizations in West Asia to flourish, therefore Pakistan’s geography also 

attracted the entire ancient Indus valley civilizations to emerge and flourish on the confluence of seven 

perennial rivers i.e. Chenab, Indus, Kabul, Jhelum, Ravi, Swat and Sutlej rivers that originate from 

Himalayan, Karakorum and Koh-Hindu-Kush mountain ranges and terminate into the Arabian Sea 

while generating Penta Mesopotamian geographic phenomenon. Pakistan’s favorable ecosystem for 

biodiversity, fertile land, friendly multi ecological environment and seasons, rich alluvium soils, rich 

agricultural environment attracted and facilitated the ancient Indus valley civilizations to flourish and 

is referred as the “Cradle of South Asian Indus Valley Civilizations”. (Allchin, Bridget; Allchin, 

Raymond 1982- 81131). Moreover Pakistan since its inception remained hub of the world political and 

military power’s activity because of its strategic location, during the Cold War period against 

communism and after 9/11, as a “Front Line State” and sacrificed more than 80,000 precious civil 

military lives for maintaining the global and regional peace and stability. (Buzan, Barry: Waever, Ole 

2003-55).  The study includes the deeper significance of Pakistan’s geography and contributing factors 

that lead to Pakistan as a land of Penta Mesopotamia. The theoretical framework includes the Gorden 

Child’s theory of political and applied geography, the Emergence of Civilizations and J Newman’s 

theory of Newman Identifies Civilization has been applied in this research work. The research article 

contains the primary and secondary sources with qualitative and quantitative research methods. The 

article will provide requisite and in depth information to students of BS, M.Phil, MS and PhD level to 

understand Pakistan’s physical significance as a Land of Petna Mesopotamia.  

The research article has been constructed with the following research questions. 

 

a. What is Mesopotamia? 

b. What is the strategic significance of Pakistan’s geography? 

c. What are the contributing factors that lead to Pakistan as a Land of Penta Mesopotamia?  

 

Review of the literature  

 
            Ahmad Hasan Dani explained in his book titled, “Guide to Historic Texila”,  that the geography 

of Pakistan has attracted the multi civilizations that emerged in this area and has its great cultural, 

political and socio-economic impact in the regions as well as in the globe.  

Allchin, F. Raymond has explained in his book titled, “The Urban Position of Texila and Its 

Place in Northwest India-Pakistan”, (Presently Northwest India is now Pakistan) that how the 

urbanization took place in the area of Pakistan during the course of different Indus civilization because 

of its fertile land, friendly climatic and environmental conditions, riparian potentials, rich art and 

culture.  

Bahrani, Z has described in detail about the concept of Mesopotamia in his book titled, 

“Conjuring Mesopotamia: imaginative geography a world past”.  

Stephan Philip Cohen has mentioned in his book titled, “The Idea of Pakistan”, regarding the 

geostrategic and geopolitical significance of Pakistan that has a strategic impact in the region as well in 

the globe. 

Ian, Talbot has described in his book titled, “A History of Modern South Asia”, regarding the 

politics, state and the demographic features of Pakistan.  

 

Mesopotamia 

 

In literary word, Mesopotamia means, the land in between the two rivers, is called Mesopotamia. 

Mesopotamia is also referred to an ancient civilization during the Neolithic period that emerged and 

flourished in between the rivers of Euphrates and Tigris in Iraq from 3,100 B.C. to 332 B.C. (Liverani, 

Mario December 4, 2013- 540-549). Some of the ancient civilizations that emerged in Mesopotamia 

are the Assyrian, Akkadins, Babylonian and Sumerians known as Mesopotamian civilizations. The 

particular area of Mesopotamia is also known as the Cradle of Civilizations. Presently, Mesopotamia 

lies in between the two rivers i.e. rivers Euphrates and Tigris in Iraq that fell into the Persian Gulf. 

Presently, Iraq is bordering with Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iran, Turkey, Syria, and Jordan. 

Mesopotamian civilization further achieved the agricultural development, astronomy, civic life, 

http://www.heritage.gov.pk/html_Pages/guide_to_historic_taxila.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Allchin
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engineering skills, governance, math, market economy, municipality, political system, rich art and 

culture, shipping, strong defense system by using natural formidable obstacles, voluminous literature 

and wheel. (Milton-Edward, Beverley May, 2003).  

 

Strategic Significance of Pakistan’s Geography 

 

Since Pakistan encompasses vital and strategic Mesopotamian location at the confluence of seven 

perennial rivers and its tributaries therefore historically, Pakistan remained very attractive to Indus 

valley civilizations (IVC) and to three major regions of Asia i.e. Central, South and West Asia. Pakistan 

is a land of biome, deserts, cold desert, glaciers, mountains, pampas, plains, plateaus, rivers, savanna, 

steppes, strata, tropical deciduous and temperate deciduous jungles, boreal, coniferous, montane and 

swamp forests. Muslim civilizations emerged from 712-1857 and British colonial culture also emerged 

in Pakistan’s geography from 1857-1947. (Ahmad Hasan Dani. Guide to Historic Texla). Pakistan 

provides the shortest possible strategic transit economic route to the land lock countries of Afghanistan 

and Central Asian states from Gawader sea port to the rest of the world through Arabian Sea visa-vi a 

doorway for oil rich states of Middle East via China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The three 

dimensional geographic, historic and political impacts further enhances Pakistan’s geo-strategic and 

geo-political significance in the region as well as in the globe. (Stephen Philip Cohen 2006). During the 

Cold War period and after 9/11, Pakistan remained as Non-NATO ally for maintaining the global and 

regional peace. (Talbot, Ian 2016-225-241).  

 

Contributing factors that lead to Pakistan as a land of Penta Mesopotamia 

 

a. Geographic factors  

Geographic factor is the fixed determinant that always establish the fact findings regarding the 

emergence and prosper of civilizations that survives over a period of centuries in a particle place, 

particle time period that how physical and environmental geography has been very vital and feasible to 

enrich the human settlement with its economic, ideological and political perspective,  which further 

introduced the new agriculture technique, art and craft, astronomy, calligraphy, farming, formidable 

technique of defense, literature, math, socio-economic and socio-political development that took place 

during a specific period. As the geographic factors of Iraq has determined the existence of 

Mesopotamian civilizations and is credited as a “Cradle of Civilization”. (Badian, Ernst. 1987-116-

129). Similarly Pakistan’s geographic factors also determine the existence of multi ancient Indus valley 

civilizations (IVC), Muslims civilization, and British Colonial culture that emerged in Pakistan, referred 

as “Cradle of South Asian Indus Valley Civilization”. (Robinson, Andrew 2015-88-90).  The 

geographic factors can always enrich to explore the history. The Mesopotamian geographic equilibrium 

and similarities are also found in the Indus valley civilization that emerged in Pakistan’s geography.  

  

b. Historic factors  

During the Neolithic period, many Indus valley civilizations were borne and flourish in Pakistan’s 

geography at the confluence of seven perennial rivers running from northeast to south and terminating 

into the Arabian Sea. (Spuler, Bertold 1969). Pakistan remained the cradle and home of multi ancient 

South Asian civilizations, because of its lucrative and potential agro –riparian Mesopotamian economy. 

(Ahmad Hasan Dani. “Guide to Historic Texla”).  Historically, Pakistan’s geography remained very 

vital and attractive for the different ancient civilizations including the Muslims civilizations and British 

Colonial culture. Pakistan’s historic dynamics, grand buildings, communication network, friendly 

seasons, infrastructure and world wonders remained the source of emergence of civilizations as were 

the source of Mesopotamian civilizations. (Iqbal, Anwar. November 8, 2015). Mesopotamian historic 

equilibrium and similarity also found in Pakistan’s history  that erect the sufficient evidence to prove 

that Pakistan is a land of Penta Mesopotamia.  

 

c. Political factors  

As the politics and political culture of Mesopotamian civilization was very comprehensive and effective 

where urban and rural city states were governed by their civil servants who used to work under central 

rule. The demographic feature was also divided and classified as king, priests, upper class, lower class 
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and slaves etc. Code of Hammurabi (collection of 282 rules), a rule of law were established to run their 

political system with justice for Mesopotamian civilizations. (Van De Mieroop. 2007-110-114). 

Although each city state had its own market system, political structure, security system with its local 

command but at the same time, it was mostly centralized by those kingship, dynasties and monarchs 

who ruled with the demonstration of military powers by proving his or her kingship authority or 

dynasties as proven and blessed by their Gods e.g. Babylon were ruled by the king Hammurabi. (Driver 

& Miles. 1952-51-53). Mesopotamian political culture developed the civilized city states and 

municipalities and invented the algebra, astronomy, mathematics, infrastructure and wheel chariot. 

(Eves, Howard. 1969-30-32). Similarly, the Indus valley civilizations (IVC) that emerged in the 

geography of Pakistan, its economic system, education system, government system, kingship, dynasties, 

monarchs, priest system, municipalities, political culture, political system and security system were also 

run under certain constitutional rules, code and conducts e.g. Ashoka Rules engraved in Stone, presently 

displayed in the district Mansehera, province K.P.K Pakistan,  therefore the Indus valley civilization 

has also political equilibrium and similarities with Mesopotamian civilizations in its political context. 

(Guo, Rongxing. 2017-22-24). 

   

d. Riparian factors 

Pakistan has the largest integrated rivers systems that originate from Himalayan, Karakorum and Koh-

Hindukush mountain ranges along with its catchment areas and tributaries that create seven perennial 

rivers i.e. Chenab, Indus, Jhelum, Ravi and Sutlej rivers flowing in Punjab province, referred to as 

“Bread Basket of Pakistan”. Swat and Kabul river flowing from Afghanistan and Khyber Pukhtoon 

Khuwa province and join the Indus river near Attock Bridge, Punjab province, Pakistan. (Arrain, 

Anabasis, V.22, p.115). These seven contiguous river systems of Indus valley irrigate the largest 

irrigation network of Pakistan and provide the plentiful seasonal crops, known as the Indus Basin 

Irrigation System (IBIS). These rivers flow from north east, to south and terminate into the Arabian Sea 

as the Euphrates and Tigris rivers fell into the Persian Gulf. (Rivers of Pakistan by 

paktourismportal.com). Pakistan is the Mesopotamian area of South Asia where the ancient multi Indus 

valley civilization emerged and referred to “Cradle of South Asian Indus Valley Civilization”. (Kazmi, 

Hassan Askari 1995-120-125). The irrigation network facilitated the Indus valley civilizations to stretch 

the water of these seven rivers for their farming, resulting the invention of advance engineering 

technologies in the construction of dams, canals, drains, distributaries, reservoirs, waterways, means of 

transportations and also developed the agrarian economy as the similar riparian-agrarian economy was 

developed by the  Mesopotamian civilization.   

Seven perennial rivers of Pakistan attracted and facilitated to emerge the following Five Indus 

valley civilizations as was of Mesopotamian civilization: 

i. Mehrgarh civilization emerged from 7000 BCE to 2000 BCE astride the south lower Indus valley 

in Sindh and Balochistan provinces, Pakistan. (Gregory L. Possehl November 11, 2002-79-81).   

ii. Harappan civilization emerged from 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE in between Ravi and Chenab Rivers, 

district Sahiwal and Greek civilization founded by Alexander, emerged in 325 BCE in Uch, 

Chacharran (Alexandria Uch), near Punjnad Punjab province, Pakistan. (Tahir, Zulqernain. May 

26, 2005),   

iii. Mohenjo-Daro civilization emerged from 2600 BCE to 2500 BCE astride the lower Indus River in 

Sindh, Pakistan. (Feuerstein, Georg; Subhash Kak; David Frawley. 1995).  

iv. Gandhara civilization emerged from 1500 BCE to 1200 BCE in Takht-i-Bai and in upper Indus 

valley in between the Rivers Indus, Swat and Kabul, K.P.K, Pakistan. (Kurt A. Behrendt. 2007-3-

6, 90-92).   

v. Buddhism civilization emerged from 6 BCE to 4 BCE in Taxila, between Jhelum and Indus Rivers 

and further spread in between Rivers Sutlej and Chenab Punjab, Pakistan. (Allchin, F. 

Raymond. 1993).  

 

e. Socio-economic factors 

The Indus valley civilization’s socio-economic system was primarily based on agriculture and animal 

husbandry as was of Mesopotamians civilization. (James Heitzman. 2008-11-14). Pakistan’s geography 

where the Indus civilization emerged, possesses rich soils, fertile land that grew variety of seasonal 

crops, vegetables and fruits e.g. apple, apricot, barley, carrot, sugarcane, dates, grapes, linseed, mustard, 
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onion, peas, pumpkins, pulses, rice, sesame, sugarcane, turnips, wheat and farming of cattle, goats, 

sheep and fish used to be the primary source of capital income for Indus civilization to develop and 

flourish as were of Mesopotamian civilization. (Possehl GL 1999).   

 

f. Art and cultural factors 

The art and culture developed in the Indus valley civilization (IVC) because of its socio-economic and 

socio-political organization of the city states, dynasties, empires, kingdoms, monarchs as developed in 

Mesopotamian civilization. Moreover the religion also played a vital role in the development of art and 

culture in the Indus civilization that emerged in Pakistan as the religion played vital role in 

Mesopotamian civilization’s art and culture. (Keay, John. 2000). Anatomically detailed figurines in 

terracotta that included the animals like bears, cows, monkeys, dogs and snakes were found. Burnt 

bricks, bronze vessels,  buildings, calligraphy, ceramics, combs, digging tools, drainage and water 

supply system, gold jewelry, handicraft, metallurgy, ornaments, part bull, part zebra with majestic 

horns, language, pottery, seals, standardized weight and measures, town planning, urbanization, various 

sculptures, various toys, shell working has been found at excavation sites of Harappa, Mehrgarh, 

Mohenjo-Daro, Swat, Taxila and Takhatbai are the sufficient art and cultural evidence to prove the 

similarities between the Indus valley civilization with Mesopotamian civilizations art and culture. (Yi, 

Joy Lidu. 69-71). 

 

g. Ecological and environmental factors 

The ecological conditions of Indus valley civilization (IVC) remained very friendly because the IVC 

was watered by seven perennial rivers, monsoon waters, tributaries, seasonal rainfalls, seasonal streams, 

springs, four seasons and favorable climatic conditions that facilitated the ecosystem of IVC to flourish 

as the ecological factors facilitated the ecosystem of Mesopotamian civilization to flourish. But at the 

later stage, climatic change, heat waves, heavy monsoon floods and long droughts causes the downfall 

of both the civilizations. (Lawler, A. June 2008-1282-1283).   

 

Conclusion 
Mesopotamian civilizations emerged in between the just two rivers of Iraq in West Asia and are credited 

as the Cradle of Civilizations. Five Indus valley civilizations emerged in between the seven perennial 

rivers of Pakistan during the Neolithic period and is credited the “Cradle of South Asian Indus Valley 

Civilization”. All above mentioned evidences proves that the multi Indus valley civilization (ICV) that 

emerged in Pakistan’s geography during the Neolithic period and even later, are the contributing factors 

and have the similar significance of Mesopotamian civilization. Therefore keeping above in view, the 

geography of Pakistan is credited as the “Land of Penta Mesopotamia”. (Manuel, Mark. 2010-144-143). 
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