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ABSTRACT

Colonialism has been in practice from the ancient times and the suffrage of the people on the part of
being colonised is a frequently disscussed notion. Colonialism is the settlement and political control
over the other nation or country, in which the colonised are “defeated and conquered, exploited and
humiliated” by the colonizers (Cahen, 2012). Colonialism was not the same phenomenon in different
times of the world but everywhere it brought the natives and the settlers into most complicated and
traumatic relationships leading to the massacres and extinction of certain races. The colonisers try to
eradicate the native culture, but it seems that the culture of the colonised society is ‘‘frozen” in time
because it contains the same culture as it was before colonisation (Liz, 2013). If there is Colonialism
consequently there will be a response against those colonial exploitations in the form of anti-
Colonialism. Anti-Colonialism is the framework of the oppressed, it is a theory that appears from the
very beginning in the understanding of local people and their experiences in the context of colonial
oppressions (Simmons, & Dei, 2012). The colonised have to fight for them in order to save their
traditions, culture and social norms. Anti-Colonialism is the response given to colonial subjugations
and victimisations. It is the movement which empowered the colonised people to gain independence
from the colonial masters. Anti-Colonialism heightens the necessity to throw out colonial control and
re-establish the native governments. In the second half of the 20" century anti-Colonialism was
expressed in terms of liberty. Kwame Nkrumah said that “Never before in history has such a
sweeping fervorfor freedom expressed itself in great mass movements which are driving down the
bastions of empire” (Nkrumah, 1970). This qualitative study discusses colonial practices regarding the
control of colonised and the machinery of colonised i.e. social, political, religious, economical and
others. Colonialism comes with its reaction that is Anti-colonialism that questions the hegemonies of
colonials against colonised. This study specifically focuses on A God in Every Stone by Kamila Shamsie.

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Kamila Shamsie being a writer brings to light her diasporic consciousness which she draws from her
own life. A God in Every Stone seems to highlight the element of colonialism and the counter narrative
on the part of the colonised nations.

Objective of Study

To highlight the colonial practices in A God in Every Stone

To analyse the notion of Anti-colonialism in A God in Every Stone

Research Question

What colonial practices are used by colonisers to victimise the colonised in A God in Every Stone?
How A God in Every Stone does depicts the notion of Anti-colonialism?
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Significance of study

The significance of present study lies in the fact that it tells us what are the implications of colonialism
upon the colonised, it also pin points the control of the colonised machinery on the hands of Colonisers.
This helps us to understand the most controversial relationship of master and slave.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The power politics remained the most important problem of the world. The powerful always want more
power and tries to annihilate the weak by any means. The stronger and powerful nations attacked the
weaker nations and used the slave nations for the sake of masters. This process had been in practice
from the time immemorial. This section helps us to understand the history of victimisations and
oppressions along with the necessity to object the policies and rules of colonials which suppress
colonised culture, religion and other social machineries. Colonialism comes at the expense of
subjugations, oppressions and exploitations of the colonised. Colonialism was a mean to expand the
empires that was promulgated under the derived notion of “White man’s burden” (Sebring, 2015). So
Anti-colonialism is the response to colonialism. The purpose of the theoretical framework with the
review of relevant literature in this section is to place the research problem within a context of related
studies and it helps the researcher to achieve the objectives of this study.

Colonialism is the employment of policies and practices by Metropole to retain control and
benefit from the colony (Abernethy, 2000). This definition holds that colonisers established the colonies
for their satisfaction of superiority and to get benefits from the colonies either in the form of taxes,
slaves, resources and even the colonised were forced to fight in battles of their colonial
masters. Colonialismis not a modern phenomenon and its roots extended from the ancient Greeks to the
Romans, the Moors and the Ottomans (Kohn, 2014). Colonialism is derived from history. Athens was
the magnum opus of the ancient Europe and “Its one-third of community was subjugated” (Kempf,
2009). Colonialismwas in practice from the ancient times and the suffrage of the people on the part of
being colonised is known from time unknown.

Although modern and ancient systems of exploitations have differences in manner, but the
results were same; the subjugations and exploitations. Colonialism was not the same phenomenon in
different times of the world but everywhere it brought the natives and the settlers into most complicated
and traumatic relationships leading to the massacres and extinction of certain races. We can notice the
colonised struggle against the colonisers during each colonial period and this study focuses on three
colonised societies in the selected novel. Ancient Persians have applied a simple rule for their subjects
and that is “loyalty (the payment of tribute and military service)” and disloyalty was severely punished
(Morris, & Scheidel, 2009). The subjects have to pay tributes to their rulers in any form either militarily,
economically or in the form of taxes.

The colonisers make and implement laws and rules for their benefit and try to displace
traditional values of the natives by imposing colonial methods (Ndlovu, 2010). A historical document
depicted that the colonies were made for exploiting the resources of colonies either militarily,
economically or the labour force is needed (Mentan, 2010).

The colonisers after exploiting and benefitting from the colonies uses the notions of “civilising
mission” for the brutalities and the horrors they bring to the colonised world. According to colonisers
they brought the blessings of civilisation to the barbaric and un-civilised societies of the “the third
world”. After the establishment of this idea the European “Expansionism promulgated under the banner
of civilization” (Sebring, 2015).

Colonialism brings with it the practices of warfare, genocides, massacres, plunder, and
enslavement. Aristotle a famous Greek philosopher gave defense of slavery, according to him “some
people are naturally free, others naturally slaves, for whom slavery is both just and beneficial” (Reeve,
1998). But these justifications could not do justice with those exploitations and victimisations through
which natives were alienated in their own lands.

The text contains pictures of all forms of exploitations from Persians, Ottomans and finally the
British; the rulers were benefitted by taxes and were privileged by the oppressed. Anti-Colonialism is
the framework of the oppressed, it is a theory that appears from the very beginning in the understanding
of local people and their experiences in the context of colonial oppressions (Simmons, & Dei, 2012).
Anti-Colonialism is something that demands political and intellectual sovereignty of the
colonised. Kempf (2009) stated it to be the strategy by the colonised for dismantlement of the colonial
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regimes. When we discuss anti-Colonialism, we discuss Colonialism with it because along
with Colonialismthere comes resistance, refusal and agency of the oppressed; Anti-
Colonialism (Kempf, 2009).

Anti-Colonialism offered the potentials for the colonisedand marginalized subjects to design
their own future (Simmons, & Dei, 2012). The rulers or the settlers established colonies to exploit and
subjugate colonised and then those exploitations resulted in resistance in the form of revolts or
independence movements.

Anti-Colonialism is a resistance-oriented phenomenon, in which the oppressed people resisted
against the oppressions, it is used as a tool to raise resistance against Colonialism (Kempf, 2009). Anti-
Colonialism challenges “all relations of domination” and it gives a strong account of the problems
arising from Colonialism. Anti-Colonialism is the production of Colonialism, the overseas colonies of
Western Europe met resistance created by the natives or the colonised.

Anti-Colonialism questions any type of productive, intellectual, national and religious
supremacy. Like Dei and Kempf pointed out that colonizers wanted equity and that equity can be
attained by overturning the colonial rule, they described Anti-Colonialism as a new political, cultural
and intellectual movement that represented the ideas and principles of colonised (Dei & Kempf, 2006).

Anti-Colonialism was resistance to the imposition from outside like when a country
was colonised and exploited; these exploitations led the colonised to raise their voice against those
exploitations and colonised start their struggle against colonization. Revolts, uprisings, independence
movements, slave rebellions are the forms of anti-Colonialism(Benjamin, 2007). History of
suppressions and resistance is very old, according to Kempf ancient empires like Rome, Greece, and
Persia were rotting from inside. Athens was the most civilised city at that time and it was “rotting from
within — with wealth, education, and rights reserved for the few; and poverty, illiteracy,
and marginalisation reserved for the rest” (Kempf, 2009). These inequalities resulted in violent revolts
and finally to decolonisation.

Anti-Colonialism is the response to modern European Colonialism by the colonised people of
Asia, Africa and America. According to Adalian (1999) the 16" century conquest of Armenia and
Cilicia, led to the absorption of the larger portion of the Armenian population in Ottoman Turkey.
Turkish administration stretched from mistreatment to subjugation. The collaborations of Armenians
against Turks led the Armenians to the horrible incident of Genocide. The British Empire has colonies
in the third world countries and most important of these was India.

Colonialism brings history of exploitations with it and in response there is a history of
resistance and revolts; the same happened in India. The colonised people struggled against the
colonisers in violent ways, but Indians struggled in a peaceful way. In that movement the Indians
remained silent but the British tried their best to turn the protest into violent one by killing the people
like Jhallianwala Bagh massacre of Amritsar and Peshawar massacre of 1930 in which the colonisers
used their power to suppress the protestors. This study further explores the resistance that the Carians,
Armenians and Indians offered to colonial practices.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This is a cultural and historical study and qualitative in nature. Qualitative research aims to explore the
socio-cultural understanding of the society. This was a literal and historical study based on analysis of
the text in which the behaviour and culture of colonised people were depicted. This research is
performed by using qualitative method as the study highlighted the social issues related to society. The
research design of this study is analytical and descriptive to answer the proposed questions.

Anti-colonial theory is the framework of the oppressed that deal with the understandings and
experiences of colonised people. Anti-Colonialism challenges all relations of dominance and it is the
production of Colonialism.

Anti-Colonialism historically took different forms across the world like in India it was at first
in the form of Mutiny of 1857 then non-violent resistance of Gandhi, then African anticolonialist like
Kwame Nkrumah ,Jomo Kenyatta, and Julius Nyerere, Latin Americans had leaders like Zapata,
Castro and Guevaram, Frantz Fanon critiqued the French Colonialism and in Algeria we have leaders
like Abdul Qadirwho struggled against the colonial regimes (Elam, 2017).
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ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

The present study discusses the colonialism and Anti-colonialism in Kamila Shamsie’s A God in Every
Stone. This uses framework of Anti colonialism and discusses the colonial practices employed by the
colonials and the response of colonised against those practices as depicted by Shamsie.

Colonial Practices as Depicted by Shamsie

Shamsie had spanned this novel around Colonialism and its response. Whenever there is colonisation
sooner or later, people suffering under colonial exploitations wanted to get rid of the invaders and tried
to frame their own independent identity. This can be clearly depicted through the characters and events
by A God in Every Stone. The culture of colonisation and enslavement is portrayed in the text from
beginning as it can be calculated from the history of the Persian Empire, then Ottomans and British.

This novel had started its journey from a Persian tale of Darius and Scylax. Darius the emperor
of Persia, and Caria was a “satrap” in the PersianEmpire. Carians were regarded as slaves, barbarians
and subjects to the Persians. One of those barbarians was Scylax and he was the most entrusted one to
the king. When Carians rebelled to get a separate homeland for themselves, they were afraid of Persians
that they will brutalise and killed them as text portrayed “Carian army fled away from the might of
Darius near the temple of Labraunda” (p. 17). They were killed and brutalised by the Persians.

Tahsin Bey was a character from the Ottoman Empire. He was from “Anatolia—ancient
Caria”. He was an Armenian in Ottoman Empire from his mothers’ side. During the time of WWI, the
Ottoman Empire was demolishing and their treatment with their subjects became harder and harder and
finally led to the genocide of Armenians. The Ottomans had punished Armenians for their betrayal in
war because they sided with Russia against Turkey. It was estimated that almost 1.5 million Ottoman
Armenians were massacred during 1915 (Jones, 2015). The horror can be felt from the words
of Shamsie when she said “Armenian intellectuals in Turkey rounded up and deported....but said the
worst was feared” (p. 45). The Armenians were treated so badly that they were deported and they were
supposed to pass the desert without water and food and if someone stopped for some rest they were
shot “ARMENIANS SENT TO DIE IN THE DESERT’ read a headline. ‘MORE ARMENIAN
HORRORS?’ said another” (p. 115-16). This was the worst genocide in the history in which Armenians
were punished for just wanting their birthright to have an independent homeland for themselves. The
taxes and massacre of the people including other exploitations led the people to struggle against the
Ottomans.

British colonised Indians and practiced its brutalities upon the Indians. The superiority of the
British can be seen through Vivian Spencer an English woman. She is the protagonist of the text and
joins Tahsin at the dig. She is a coloniser and her Colonialism can be seen through her language, attitude
and actions. When she hears that Scylaxsided with his countrymen, she says “But Darius trusted him!”
(p. 23). She portrays her true colonial behaviour by siding with Darius as she herself is a coloniser and
cannot justify the betrayal of Scylax to the king. The oppressors justify their oppressions by saying that
they are civilising the uncivilised nations and it is their duty. The British told about their favours of
maintaining peace and protecting the people of NWFP from the tribes’ men where they killed each other
before breakfast “British troops protecting Peshawar from the tribesmen” (p. 125).

English calls themselves the most civilised nation and this is the duty of the English to teach
the barbarians and colonised, which they call “a white man burden”. Vivbefriends Najeeb, whom she
gives lessons of history and archaeology. He was her civilizing mission.

The people of India are often accused to start “rebellion in British Indian Army” by the British
authorities (p. 72). Then independence movement started and the whole India was under its effect. The
British here tried to suppress the anti-colonial movements for sustenance of their rule. In Peshawar there
were Pathans and the English believed that “Pashtuns are good for nothing except war and quick
temper” (p. 238). So, during the protest of 1930 English did not believe that Pashtuns were unarmed
and peaceful, they opened fire at the protestants and that was a “mayhem” in the words of Remmick.

After this brutality the English decided not to hand over the corpses to their relatives. These
cruelties of the colonial authorities either to suppress the revolt of the Carians, the punishment of
Armenians in the form of Genocide or the suppression of anti-colonial protest brought the same results
for the colonials and that is decolonisation.

The Colonialism in any era of the world has the same distinction that led to Anti-Colonialism of
colonised society as the text portrayed that “All empires end” (p. 29). The ultimate solution for the
suppressed people to survive as a nation by having a free state where they could live according to their
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own will. The empires got crippled by their “own savagery”. The above discussion portrayed the
colonial practices of the Persians, Ottomans and British and showed that how it takes part in the
development of Anti-Colonialism of colonised nations i.e. Carians, Armenians, and Indians.
Anticolonial Resistance

Anti-Colonialism is a resistance oriented approach and it assumes that suppressed can overcome the
suppressions to bring change (Kempf, 2009). Anti-Colonialism challenged all relations of authority and
power. It shows the opposition to the actions of Colonialism, the colonised people struggled for their
freedom. Whenever a nation is subdued and subjugated, the invaders did not allow the native people to
practice their culture, religion and other things freely. The natives got bound by the laws and principles
imposed by invaders. The text witnessed three events of Anti-Colonialism.

The first account is from Persian Empire. Scylax was a man of Caria, which thought to be
present Anatolia. The Carians were barbarians and slaves of ancient Persia. Scylaxwas so trusted by
Darius that he rewarded him a silver circlet embossed with figs, “a mark of the highest honour” (p. 23).
after twenty years the people of Scylax, rebelled against the Persians and Scylax sided with his
countrymen. Scylax had written the “glorified account of the life of that Carian rebel, Heraclides,
raising his ambush of the Persians to a victory greater than any of Darius or Cyrus” (p. 386). Scylaxknew
that the Persians will not show mercy towards the people who rebelled against their authority and they
will kill all those who rebelled against them. The Carians rebelled for their independent national
identity.

Then the text moves us to the Ottoman Empire: Tahsin was an Ottoman but a part of his family
was Armenian and his sense of justice did not allow him to side with the empire. Tahsin linked himself
to ancient Carians, he said that centuries ago Carians struggled for their independence like the
Armenians are doing against the Ottomans. Tahsin was very much clear in his anti-Colonialism and
was very happy at the formation of “Armenian Party” with the goal of independence.

After Ottomans, we find ourselves in Peshawar and there we met two brothers Qayum Gul and
Najeeb Gul along with other characters and their Anticolonialism. Qayyum was a “lance-naik” in the
British army. He got injured and returned back to his homeland. Qayyum became the active member of
the KhudaiKhidmatgars and he told his brother about the Gandhi’s call for complete independence of
British India and Nehru had displayed a three colored flag of free India. Qayyum said “I am so proud
to be among Ghaffar Khan’s Pashtuns” (p. 238). He was against the colonial regimes and we could get
the picture of his Anti-Colonialism by his words “museums are all part of their Civilising Mission, their
White Man’s Burden, their moral justification for what they have done here” (p. 232). Qayyum’s Anti-
Colonialism provoked him with the thought that it's better to be an Englishman’s dog than an
Englishman’s Indian.

Najeeb Gul was the brother of Qayyum, and “civilizing mission” of Vivian Spencer. Although
he was inspired by her English teacher so much that he could not hear anything about her but he loved
his people, culture and homeland. He was proud to explain about Peshawar, he said “This is Peshawar”.
Although Najeeb loves his homeland but wasn’t part of any campaign till 23 April 1930. On that day,
he wore the uniform of “ Khudai khidmatgar” and became a freedom fighter. He protested
like Khudai Khidmatgar and raised the slogans “InqilabZindabad”. There was a girl named Diwa. She
possessed the heroic qualities, she is brave, strong and portrayed as “the water carrier in battle”. Diwa
was shot dead by the British government on 23 April 1930 and her body was not handed over to her
family.

CONCLUSION

This study focuses on the Colonialism of the colonials and Anti-colonialism of the colonised as shown
by Shamsie in A God In Every Stone. The colonial masters from three empires Persia, Ottoman and
British subjugate and victimise the colonised in all possible ways. They just tried to expand their
empires and sources at the expense of lives of colonised. In the same way the colonised from the
respective nations i.e. Carians, Armenians and Indians struggled for their independence from colonial
masters. Colonised were oppressed in all of their domains whether social, political, cultural, religious,
economical or any other. These all things lead to struggles against colonial hegemonies resulting in
Decolonisation.
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