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ABSTRACT 

The present research brings to light women’s subjugation and marginalization that has also been 

discussed and portrayed by fictional writers around the world. Their subjugation is not the product of 

individuals’ intended actions rather it is the result of cultural, social, economic and political 

structures within which human beings live. A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini also 

portrays the plight of women under the oppressive patriarchal system. Women are shown as doubly 

marginalized due to patriarchy as well as social, cultural, economic and political conflicts in 

Afghanistan. The Marxist-feminist views of Rowbotham from Women’s Consciousness, Men’s World 

and Gilman’s Women and Economics are applied to A Thousand Splendid Suns to highlight the 

double marginalization of women in a society, who bear the tortures of patriarchy, economic 

inferiority and socio-political extremism. If they have to live in such patriarchal societies, they are 

destined to bear the violence in form of physical and psychological exploitations by the power 

structure of patriarchal system. This study also critically investigates the socio-political extremism, 

economic subjugation and patriarchy as an obstacle in the development of women in Afghanistan. 

Women’s socio-economic liberation can put an end to male hegemony and supremacy, patriarchy and 

gender discrimination. 

Keywords: Patriarchy, Women Oppression, Marginalization, Political system, Social injustice, 

Economic subjection    

 

INTRODUCTION 

Background of the study 

Gender discrimination reduces the existence of women to the lower stratum of society. It is the same 

oppression which the women in Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) are facing in patriarchal 

system. This study reveals patriarchal and political credo in A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) by 

using the lens of Marxist feminism. Marxist feminism contends that gender subjugation is just like 

class oppression where women are treated as proletariat by men who think themselves as the 

bourgeoisie of the society (Ferguson & Hennessey, 2010).  

A Thousand Splendid Suns is the narrative of helpless and oppressed women who are destined 

to bear all the tortures of patriarchal, economic, political and cultural system of Afghanistan. The 

novel portrays the story of two women, Mariam and Laila, who are living their lives as oppressed 

beings under hegemonic patriarchal and political credo. Struggling against all kinds of abusive 

experience of physical beating and psychological exploitations, these two women Laila and Mariam 

represent the sufferings of every Afghan woman living in the terrible scenario of socio-political 

extremism. They are forced to bear the oppressive conduct of their husband Rasheed because both 

Mariam and Laila are inferior to him in their economic status as they cannot earn money to fulfill the 

financial needs of life. Hopeful ending of the novel portrays the fact that resistance and struggle by 
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women against oppressive system can be helpful to liberate themselves from patriarchal and political 

credo to make them live a life of liberation and individuality.    

The novel portrays the bitter reality of women’s lives as enslaved creature. Effects of 

patriarchy in the lives of women are overshadowed in the novel by portraying the accounts and 

different incidents of forced marriages, domestic violence, forced pregnancies and economic 

inferiority. The role that a stereotypical society expects from a woman is of a housewife with all 

abilities to obey her man. The financial and economic dependence in a patriarchal society adds more 

to the subjugation of women within the system of economy. Offenhauer (2005) elaborates the 

patriarchal context and its consequences as following:  

In a patriarchal context, the male is entitled to exercise his male authority by 

restraining his wife’s movements and preventing her from showing herself in 

public….In exchange for subordinate status and unequal access to resources, the 

woman is entitled, according to the “patriarchal bargain,” to maintenance and 

protection, in a sharp division of roles into male-breadwinner/female homemaker.  

(pp. 57-58)  

Along with patriarchy, socio political extremism and economic subordination make the plight 

of women worse as portrayed in A Thousand Splendid Sun (Hosseini, 2007). Women are not free to 

go outside, even if they have no men to support their needs of live. The author portrays women as 

victims of poverty and underdevelopment reinforced by patriarchal oppressions. Class consciousness 

supplements more in the sufferings of women who belong to the lower status of society and the work 

shows their struggle to find equality. (Meiyono, 2016)  

Women comprise almost half of the world’s population for which they deserve equal human, 

economic and social rights, but unfortunately the reality is that they are deprived of the basic rights of 

living and become a victim of violence, gender discrimination, economic inferiority, sexual assault, 

subjugation, and physical and psychological tortures in the name of culture, religion and socio-

political customs. Hosseini (2007) highlights the subjugation of the indigenous women of Afghanistan 

to shed a light on the social, cultural, economic, psychological, physical and political marginalization 

of women in the world at large. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Rights of women are associated with their freedom from all kinds of violations and oppression. With 

the emergence of feminism, theorists and activists started talking about women’s rights and gender 

equality under the umbrella of feminism. Cott (1987) argues that position of women in society is not 

fixed by God rather it is socially and historically constructed. This social construction forces women 

to believe that they do not deserve equal rights like men, and they are inferior in status. Hooks (1984) 

argues that "Feminism is a movement to end sexism, sexist exploitation, and oppression" (Hooks, 

1984, p.1). She further argues in Feminism Is for Everybody: Passionate Politics (Hooks, 2000) that 

men enjoy every benefit for being a part of patriarchy and assume that they are exceptional and 

superior to women, so they must rule over women.  

Marxist feminism is an outgrowth of feminism dealing with the oppression of women on the 

basis of economic and social outcomes. Basic ideology behind Marxist feminism is the liberation of 

women by demolishing the patriarchal and capitalist power structure of society. Marxist feminists 

believe that women’s liberation can be accomplished by working on economic, social and cultural 

origins of women’s exploitation. It reveals that gender discrimination leading to women subjugation is 

a socially constructed phenomenon, Hartmann says that “We are born female and male, biological 

sexes, but we are created woman and man, socially recognized genders” (Hartmann, 2012, p. 217)  

The main ground for Marxist feminism was laid by Marx and Engels (1848) as they discuss 

the early perspectives about the link between class and oppression leading to the oppression of women 

particularly. Simon de Beauvoir’s (1989) words “One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman” (p. 

16) from The Second Sex exposes the stereotypical ideologies of several societies where women are 

treated as inferior beings. 

Gender discrimination is a social construct. Roles which are assigned to different genders are 

the result of various social and cultural norms in which human beings live. Lorber (1997) restates this 

idea of gender discrimination as a social product. Marriage, religion, economic and cultural factors are 
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the building products of gender discrimination in a society. So by giving equal status to both men and 

women a societal problem could be demolished.  

In this era of globalization economic realities affect the lives of people and women in 

particular. Holmstrom (2002) is of the view that displacement of women as a result of economic 

changes causes a great deal of burden in their lives. They are not only treated as inferior and 

substandard creature rather they become the victims of sexual violence and have no control of any 

kind even on their own system of reproduction. Delphy (1977) is of the view that men can oppress 

women even without the shelter of capitalism. Thus, oppression against women is not a matter of 

economy or capitalism; rather it is matter of ideology.  

Rahimi (1991) describes the development of the status of women in Afghanistan. He 

elucidates from the very start of the 20th century women were supposed to stay like slaves under the 

control of the men of the family. Fate of women is pre-determined from the very time of their birth. 

No attention is paid to the education of the girls, and from the very beginning they get instructions to 

behave like ideal housewives, mothers and wives. Early marriages as a result of this mind set of the 

society lead to the psychological and physical oppression of women. 

Conceptual framework  

The theoretical framework of this article is grounded on the Marxist feminist perspective which is 

explored through the lense of Rowbotham (1973) and Gilman (1898). Its main focus is that women’s 

liberation can be obtained by putting an end to the cultural and economic means of women’s 

subjugation and oppression. This study highlights that end of gender inequality is very important for a 

balanced society. Marxist feminism historicizes and explores reproduction in relation to production in 

order to better cognize women’s oppression and exploitation in capitalism (Armstrong, 2020). Need 

of equal rights and equal economic status for the woman is very important for a balanced peaceful 

society.  

Rowbotham is a Marxist and socialist feminist who wrote several works and articles to 

highlight the fact that how women are facing oppression as a result of economic and cultural forces in 

a society. In Women's Consciousness, Man's World (1973), she gives her ideas about the social 

conditions of women of her contemporary time from a Marxist and Socialist feminist perspective. She 

presents her views about sexism and capitalism leading to the oppression that women face in a society 

where men are the only rulers. She is of the view that institution of the marriage is no longer different 

from feudalism, just like feudalism where serfs are bound to obey their masters, wives are strictly 

contracted to obey and serve their husbands. The other theorist Gilman was a well-known socialist 

and Marxist feminist. She believes that women’s role in the domains of motherhood exclude them 

from the economic and public spheres and cause women’s economic dependency on men. She 

presented her socialist feminist idea in her book Women and Economics (1898) that women perform 

labor of giving birth and raising children and other tasks to support domestic life which denies women 

to participate fully for her economic stability.  

By considering these Marxist-feminist views, this article analyzes Hosseini’s A Thousand 

Splendid Suns (2007) which is an appropriate depiction of Marxist-feminism theory. 

 

ANALYSIS 

Patriarchal structure and Women’s lives 

Women are thought to be inferior and dejected creatures as human beings, who do not deserve the 

equal value as men are given. Just like men women deserve equal right of living a life according to 

their own plans and desires. Mitchell (1984) supports the same idea as she says about women that 

“They are fundamental to the human condition, yet in their economic, social and political roles, they 

are marginal” (Mitchell, 1984, p. 11). A Thousand Splendid Suns (Hosseini, 2007) portrays the effects 

of patriarchy on the lives of helpless women. The whole course of the novel reveals the way in which 

women are living as victims under the dominated structure of patriarchal forces.  

Hosseini (2007) exposes the plight of women in his novel through the characters of Mariam 

and Laila. The novel portrays all female characters with their lives strongly tied up with patriarchal 

oppressions. It reveals the difficulties of Afghani women in his society. His depiction of female 

characters from miserable Mariam to rejected Aziza reveals that women are always forced to bear the 

patriarchal oppression.  
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In the very beginning of the novel character portrayal of Mariam’s mother Nana depicts the 

dejected treatment that women face being a part of patriarchal structure. Nana was a housekeeper in 

Jalil’s house and was forced to leave the place when she became pregnant with Jalil’s child, who is 

none other than Mariam. She goes through several ups and downs and becomes the victim of 

patriarchal power structure. It is told in the story that like other women Nana too gets a suitor and her 

marriage was fixed, when before a week to wedding a “jinn” came in her body and she got trapped in 

abnormal situation with rigid body and red eyes. This causes cancelation of her wedding and forces 

her to do a job as servant in Jalil’s house. She was helpless to do so because no one was ready to 

marry her again as it is a part of patriarchal psyche that everyone wants a healthy wife, who can fully 

perform her role of productivity and child rearing. Though it is not Nana who is responsible for 

building a relationship with Jalil, but in the end it is only she who gets the whole blame for trapping 

Jalil. She tells the whole reality to her daughter Mariam: “This is what it means to be a woman in this 

world. Learn this now and learn it well, my daughter: like a compass needle that points north, a man’s 

accusing fingers always finds a women” (Hosseini, 2007, p. 7). 

 This unfortunate fate later shifts to Mariam, Nana and Jalil’s daughter, who is fated to bear 

the tag of ‘harami’ throughout her life. It is the influence of patriarchal system which liberates man 

from all kinds of crimes and false doings and makes women the victim of abusive and oppressive 

behaviors of society. Jalil is still living a life of respectable man with his three wives and nine children 

who are legitimate unlike Mariam. They are enjoying all the facilities and luxuries of life unlike 

Mariam and her mother Nana, who spent the whole life living in a hut with devastating condition of 

poverty. Mariam’s plight begins with a false hope which she built for her father Jalil. Despite Nana’s 

warnings, Mariam was not able to control her from making false ideals of spending a happy life with 

his father in city, where she can get the education and other facilities of life like her siblings and 

Jalil’s children. But the reality is dissimilar to this hope of Mariam:  

She understood then what Nana meant, that a harami was an unwanted thing: 

that she, Mariam, was an illegitimate person who would never have legitimate 

claim to the things other people had, things such as lover, family, home, and 

acceptance. (Hosseini, 2007, p. 4)  

In culturally rigid societies like those in Afghanistan, fate of an illegitimate child makes 

Mariam deprived of all possible rights of living. Her desire to live in a happy family demolishes, 

because she is not accepted by her father Jalil in front of society.  

The way Rasheed manipulates the whole situation against Mariam and Laila to marry them is 

a prime example of men manipulating women’s life. Woman being the enslaved and marginalized 

member of society is forced to accept the whole situation. In doing so Rasheed was thinking that he is 

doing a very kind action to save the life of a young girl from being trapped in the various difficulties a 

lonely women can face in a society as he says that “The way I see it, I deserve a medal” (Hosseini, 

2007, p. 229). Rasheed’s purpose behind marrying Mariam and then Laila is to have a son who can 

take his name. 

Domestic violence is a major issue that lies within the patriarchal system. Women face 

various kinds of violence while living within the four walls of the house under the domination of men. 

This violence could be physical, psychological and verbal as discussed by Hosseini (2007). Mariam is 

suffering from the same fear having Rasheed as her tyrant life partner. 

Over the years, Mariam had learned to harden herself against his scorn and 

reproach, his ridiculing and reprimanding…All these years and still she 

shivered with fright when he was like this, sneering, tightening the belt around 

his fist, the creaking of the leather, the glint in his bloodshot eyes. (p. 255)    

When Laila denies courtship with Rasheed, he turns towards Mariam with all his anger and a 

belt in hand, to beat her like a goat caught in the cage of tiger. He continues beating her until Laila 

surrenders herself in front of him.  

Economic subjugation of women is another issueof patriarchy that affects the lives of women. 

Women of lower class suffer more as a result of economic subjugation. For instance Mariam and her 

mother Nana belong to the poor class of the society, and this becomes a reason for the miserable fate 

of Mariam throughout her life. It was her class difference which compels Jalil’s wives to arrange her 

marriage with Rasheed as soon as possible, without considering the age difference among both, 

because being a part of the higher status they cannot afford to live with a girl of lower class for more 
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time. Rasheed’s attitude towards Mariam throughout their relationship was affected by this element of 

class; it is Mariam’s poor class and status which induces Rasheed more to oppress her, as she is now 

dependent on him to fulfill all his financial needs. Rasheed is a typical man of stereotypical 

patriarchal psyche and being a dominant husband cannot afford a woman who would not think and 

accept herself to be inferior to a man. 

Apart from facing patriarchal oppression at private or domestic level, women in Afghanistan 

are victims of patriarchal hierarchy on public level as well.  Afghan society does not consider women 

as intelligent and eligible of deserving equal rights as men of same society are given. A young Talib 

speaks during Mariam’s accusation for his opinion about the position of women in Afghan society by 

saying that “God has made us differently, you women and us men. Our brains are different. You are 

not able to think like we can” (Hosseini, 2007, p. 390). His thought shows the arrogance and 

domination a man of patriarchal society feels because of his superior position.  

Sociopolitical system always supports the patriarchal notion in Afghanistan. All forces 

combine to make men exploit and dominate women on private and public level. People who are in 

power ban all things for women, that can make them stand against patriarchal forces. In Afghanistan 

men who apparently talk about the purity of women as their honor, actually are the real exploiters of 

women’s lives. Hosseini (2007) mentions the sufferings women as he mentions a bit of these 

exploitations by mentioning the fate of three women’s story mentioned in a magazine. He writes that 

“All three raped. Their throats slashed. Someone had bitten the tings off their fingers. You could tell 

they had teeth marks” (p. 186). Women are being subjugated and marginalized by patriarchal system 

just for being women. In A Thousand Splendid Suns both Mariam and Laila are bearing the oppression 

by Rasheed, but in actual there is no reason to bear all that, because they both did not commit any 

fault to be exploited like that. 

All these incidents throw light on the plight of women under patriarchal system. Being a wife 

Mariam took care of Rasheed in every manner, from cocking to cleaning, she did everything for him, 

and the reward of all such services was just beating, scolding and abusive treatment.  In both cases of 

Mariam and Laila apart from few early weeks of marriage, rest of the time of both women with 

Rasheed was a tormented experience to bear. He does every kind of violence from sexual to physical 

on them; because he thinks that being a husband he can treat his wives like that. Men like Rasheed 

always oppress women mercilessly, because they are very well aware that women are helpless, as they 

belong to the victimized beings of patriarchal system unlike men who think that they are the rulers 

and women are their commodities.  

Socio Political Extremism and Economic Subordination  

Socio-political extremism, cultural hierarchy and economic subordination are forever conflicting 

issues in Afghanistan. Effects of socio-political extremism and cultural barriers on the development of 

women in Afghanistan are amply vigorous. Economic discrimination, financial reliance and political 

confusion lead to the ultimate unhealthy relations of man and woman in public and private sphere. 

Status of women in Afghanistan and their development in life is considered to be dependent upon the 

cultural, social, religious, traditional, economic and political structure of the social order in which 

women are living. Cultural values established according to the social circumstances influence the life 

of a woman on an inordinate level, it creates the image those men and women are two different 

communities in which women are considered as inferior and men are superior. Millett’s argument 

supports the same ideas, as she says, “Because of our social circumstances, male and female are really 

two cultures and their life experiences are utterly different—and this is crucial. Implicit” (2000, p. 31) 

Women in Afghanistan go through a lot of sufferings in their lives. Even though they want to 

get the rights to live a life of liberation, they are not allowed to do so, because of the strict cultural 

norms. Mariam who is very courageous and passionate to join school and get education is denied to 

have this right, because her mother Nana thinks that a woman has nothing to do with education. She 

says: 

What’s the sense schooling a girl like you? It’s like shining a spittoon. And 

you’ll learn nothing of value in these schools. There is only one skill a 

woman like you and me needs in life, and they don’t teach it in school… 

Only one skill. And it’s this: tahamul. Endure. It’s our lot in life, Mariam. 

(Hosseini, 2007, p. 20) 
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These words of Nana reveal her submissive psyche against inequality she experienced in her 

whole life. She is aware about the cultural barriers which Afghan society creates in the way of the life 

of a woman. 

Forced marriages leading to the conventional role of a wife is part of women’s fate in Afghan 

culture. In majority of Afghan societies women are forced to marry in a very young age, it blocks the 

way of their development which otherwise could lead to an educated and self-build women. There are 

several incidents of forced marriages in the novel. In case of Mariam, she was forced to marry 

Rasheed, as she was left with no choice to reject the decision of her father Jalil and his three wives. 

Mariam’s unwillingness to marry Rasheed is evident in the time of their wedding when mullah asks 

her to say yes on the agreement “And Mariam stayed silent. Then Jalil’s wife says yes on her behalf 

and mullah rejects her agreement until Mariam herself accepts the agreement by saying “yes” 

forcefully. Mariam here realizes that her next course of life is going to be like a typical house wife in 

strangers’ land where she does not know anyone, not even her husband with whom she is going to 

spend her whole life. She imagines herself doing all house chores in the house of Rasheed and this 

reality is the concrete proof of her broken dreams. 

In case of Laila her fate is no more different than Mariam. She was trapped in the 

consequences of war and political conflicts in such a way that circumstances left her with no other 

chance except to marry Rasheed. She is just fourteen years old and Rasheed is near his sixties, but 

being in a helpless, homeless and miserable condition Laila got trapped badly in a situation where her 

only choice is to marry Rasheed. It exposes the fate of a lonely girl under the extreme social political 

and cultural disturbance. Here being rapped, abducted and murdered are the nearest possibilities for a 

woman to be alone. Laila who was once a very determined girl about doing something great for her 

own self, her family and above all her country is not able to do anything now. Social condition of 

Afghanistan is worse for women to anything for the sake their own sleeves and for the development of 

the country. When Taliban come they announce certain rules and regulation for both men and women. 

Laws and regulations which they establish for women to follow clearly portray their strict, oppressive 

and tyrant attitude towards women. They announce: 

You will stay inside your homes at all times.  If you go outside, you must be 

accompanied by a mahram, a male relative. If you are caught alone on the 

street, you will be beaten and sent home. You will not, under any 

circumstances, show your face. You will cover with burqa when outside. If do 

not, you will be severely beaten. Cosmetics are forbidden. Jewelry is 

forbidden. You will not wear charming clothes. You will not speak unless 

spoken to. You will not make eye contact with men. You will not laugh in 

public. If you do, you will be beaten. (Hosseini, 2007, p. 297) 

All these rules for women by Taliban exclude women from the domains of social and pubic 

life. Women are supposed to stay within the four walls of the house. They make women to depend 

more on men socially and economically. Women are restricted to go outside, but there is no restriction 

for men on making women victim of rape, harassment, and being murders after sexual abduction. It 

reveals that during this extreme violated scenario of Afghanistan, and rise and fall of different 

political powers women are the most marginalized and discriminated members of society. Such 

violence on the public level with women exposes the condition of women at that time. Women’s 

helplessness in such condition resulted in weakening economic and social status of women in 

Afghanistan. 

Thus Hosseini (2007) presents that women are the main objects of oppression in Afghan 

culture. They are economically and culturally suppressed and inferior to men which make their lives 

more pathetic to spend. Cultural norms of Afghanistan favor the conventional role of women in 

society. It prefers women’s household duties more than education and work opportunities for them. 

By imposing various strict ethnic norms Afghan culture restricts women to move on their path 

towards development in their lives. Socio political scenario in Afghanistan especially in the reign of 

Mujahedeen and Taliban created barriers in women’s development by making these cultural norms 

more rigid with their law and order. In short both cultural and political elements combines to make 

women’s place more subjugated, marginalized and repressed in Afghan culture.  
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Women’s Liberation from Patriarchal Dominance 

In the critical historical context of Afghanistan, Hosseini (2007) highlights the plight of women under 

socio cultural and political hierarchy. In picturing the whole scenario of women’s plight in 

Afghanistan under patriarchal and politically conflicted system, Hosseini visualizes women’s struggle 

to liberate them from this powerful and oppressive system of patriarchal domination. In the novel 

there are some characters that are facing oppression from decades silently, a prime example of this 

lies within the self of Mariam who is a victim of all circumstances in a helpless manners. There also 

exists Laila who has the courage to raise her voice against oppression, though she suffers a lot 

because of these things. The novel conveys the importance of liberation of women, and women’s 

struggle to achieve this liberation to lead a better life, free from all kinds of patriarchal, social and 

cultural marginalization. Women’s liberated status is important for a balanced society where both men 

and women can live like human beings rather than discriminated genders.   

The whole background of the novel portrays the sufferings of women, but at the same time 

there lies a message of hope towards a better time for women in Afghanistan. Babi’s words to Laila 

elaborate this: 

Women have always had it hard in this country. Laila, but they are probably 

more free now, under the communists, and have more rights than they’re 

probably more free now, and they’ve more rights than they’ve ever had before. 

But it’s true, it’s good time to be a woman in Afghanistan. (Hosseini, 2007, p. 

144)  

The last part of the novel also reveals inequality of rights among men and women when it 

comes to law and justice in patriarchal system. Mariam is living last days of her life in Walayat prison 

for killing Rasheed while rescuing life of Liala, and here her condition and hope to live more along 

with Laila and her kids is worth criticizing the inequality and oppression women face in patriarchal 

and cultural hierarchy of Afghanistan. Mariam’s execution exposes the illegitimacy that lies with the 

patriarchal, political and cultural system if Afghanistan where whole blame lies on the shoulders of 

women. Mariam’s last words reveal in a very emotional way to make it clear that how much a woman 

desires to live a life of liberation: 

Mariam wished for so much in those final moments. Yet as she closed her eyes, it 

was not regret any longer, but a sensation of abundant peace that washed over her. 

She thought of her entry into this world, the harami child of a lowly villager, an 

unintended thing, a pitiable, regrettable accident. A weed. And yet she was leaving 

this world as a woman who had loved and been loved back….This was a legitimate 

end to a life of illegitimate beginning. ((Hosseini, 2007, p. 396) 

Change in the life of Laila with the sacrifice of Mariam highlights one of the prominent 

aspects of the work, that in order to achieve their liberation and individual status women have to take 

a step forward to raise their voice against patriarchal oppression. Laila is now living in Pakistan’s city 

Murree along with Tariq as both are married now. A Thousand Splendid Suns portrays an optimistic 

scenario in the end of the novel where women are free to move and get education. Laila is on her task 

to do works of reformation for her people in Kabul, she starts renovating orphanage along with Zaman 

and Tariq in which once Aziza was admitted. She starts teaching there with a hope that once women 

and children of Afghanistan will be able to enjoy a life of literacy, liberty and happiness. This change 

in Laila’s life is a result of her undying hope and Mariam’s sacrifice of her life for Laila and her 

children. Though Mariam is dead now but she remains alive in every moment of Laila’s life: 

Mariam is never very far. She is here, in these walls they’ve repainted, in the trees 

they’ve planted, in the blankets that keep the children warm, in these pillows and 

books and pencils. She is in her children’s laughter. But, mostly, Mariam is in Laila’s 

own heart, where she shines with the bursting radiance of a thousand suns. (Hosseini, 

2007, p. 443)   

This hopeful ending of the novel visualizes helping women to liberate themselves from 

patriarchal, social, cultural and politically dominating system in Afghanistan. It is not only resistance 

on behalf of women which can liberate them, rather reformation in cultural, and political norms is also 

very important to help women  to get liberation, equal rights and individual status.  
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CONCLUSION 

Oppression against women and their subjugation in every field of life is pervasive in patriarchal 

cultures of all societies. Oppression which scars the freedom and lives of women in Afghanistan lies 

within the roots of Afghan culture, societal norms, economic subordination and political scenario 

supported by strict cultural standards. This article while analyzing Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid 

Suns (2007) from the perspective of Marxist Feminism highlights the oppression women face on 

public and private spheres in Afghanistan. It reveals the violence which a female face to be a victim of 

forced marriages, domestic violence, financial deprivation and psychological exploitation. All these 

forms of violence combine to cause obstacles in the development of women in such societies. If 

women dare to go outside unlike the cultural and political codes, they face severe acts of physical 

violence by those who are in power. This article explores the severity of oppression women face in 

such scenario by exposing the characters of Laila and Mariam. They both become victim of patriarchy 

with all its consequences.   

A society cannot run its system in isolation from women, as women play a vital role in 

bringing change and development in society. Sadaawi (2011) says “Women are half the society. You 

cannot have a revolution without women. You cannot have democracy without women. You cannot 

have equality without women. You cannot have anything without women” (para, 5). Women’s social, 

cultural, economic and patriarchal subjugation must come to an end, to provide them with equal status 

in society. Strict laws are needed to stop the exploitation and dehumanization of women on private 

and public level. A wider emphasis on the importance of education of women is required to give them 

awareness about their rights and privileges. They must be given equal status in economic distribution 

and financial status just like men. Lockwood (2006) suggests in this context that women must get 

rights to vote, to be economically independent, to get education, and to live as an independent 

member of society. Political power system must take positive steps in all states to provide women 

with their deserving equal status, rather than exploiting them on public and private sphere as inferior 

beings (Brown, 2020). Women are taken as backward fragment of society, dispossessed of all basic 

rights they deserve. They are those oppressed and marginalized group of the world that lives in a 

mutually intimate relationship along with the oppressor, oppressing them in every possible way. But 

there is now a need to realize that oppression of women is a tragedy and not a tradition, which now 

must come to an end, to give women a place which they deserve on universal level. 
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