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ABSTRACT 

This paper is an attempt to investigate the violence and the communal riots followed by the division of 

India, especially partition of the Punjab. The violence that occurred in Punjab during the division of India 

(1947) is a tragic episode of South Asian history. Almost seven decades have gone since the partition of the 

Punjab. At the time of the partition, Rawalpindi, Ambala, Multan, Lahore, and Jullundur had the Muslim 

majority It was the Rawalpindi wherefrom the riots were begun compare to whole Punjab. In the district of 

Rawalpindi, riots and violence were sparked by three main factors;1945–1946 elections, Direct Action 

Day, and Khizar Hayat's resignation. More than two thousand people were killed by mob and major 

affected areas of Rawalpindi were Kalyan Das Mandar, Raja Bazaar, Mai Veero Di Banni, Lal Kurti, 

Murree Road, Ghaznavi Road, Taxila, Thoha Khalsa, Chaklala, and Kartarpura. Though the episode of 

the division and violence caused the hatred among the three major communities of the Punjab (the Muslims, 

Sikhs and Hindus), unfortunately, the people who were the witness of violence in Rawalpindi are dying, 

therefore, this paper is an attempt to preserve some migration stories. 

Keywords: Punjab, violence, riots, partition, 1947 migration.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

West Punjab's Rawalpindi is a well-known city (Pakistan). It is Pakistan's fourth-largest city. It is one of 

the main metropolitan areas on the Potohar Plateau. At a distance of twenty kilometres from Rawalpindi, 

Taxila is situated. There is no doubt that Taxila is significant since it has a Buddhist study centre. One of 

the cities with a rich cultural history is Rawalpindi (Ahmed I. , 2012, p. 165).The majority of the population 

in Rawalpindi and Multan was Muslim, prior to the subcontinent's partition. In 1941, the majority of the 

population in Ambala and Jullundar was non-Muslim. Most people in Lahore and Rawalpindi were 

Muslims. There were three million Muslims and seven million non-Muslims respectively in Ambala and 

Jullundar. Three million non-Muslims and four million Muslims lived in Lahore, while two million non-

Muslims and nine million Muslims lived in Rawalpindi and Multan (Mansergh, 1980, p. 878-884). The 

district of Rawalpindi is regarded as an intellectual hub for gathering operations. A game was being played 

at the time between Britain and Russia, two powerful nations. To increase control over tribal territories and 

central Asia, this game was being played (Mansergh, 1980, p. 878-884).  

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was advised to travel to Rawalpindi to assess the situation. 

Ajmal Khan, the author, continues by saying that he begged Jinnah to send someone on his behalf to oversee 

and assess the situation if he was unable to see him personally. In this fashion, Jinnah requested Mamdot's 

visit to assess the situation (Kamal, 2012). Jinnah had no doubts about the possibility of a violent situation, 

similar to the one that Jawaharlal Nehru faced after the British left the sub-Continent. Everything should be 

quiet and without a hitch (Gopal S. , 1989, p. 175). One Activist in Muslim also asked and aware Jinnah 

about the coming horrified situation, (French, 1997, p.334) but Jinnah advised to keep Muslim peaceful 

(Dar, 2003, p.67). 
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It was 4th of March 1947 when there was an uneasy situation in Rawalpindi. Earl riots were in 

Rawalpindi on 6th of March 1947. There were police in Rawalpindi to control that situation (NDC, Special 

Branch Lahore, The Punjab Police Abstract of Intelligence for the Week Ending 8 March 1947, accession 

# S415) 185042 was total population in Rawalpindi. The Muslims were in minor in Rawalpindi. Sikhs were 

dominant community in Rawalpindi as they were dominant o shops and trade etc. (Ahmed I. , 2012, p. 165). 

Bertrand James Glancy, the governor of the Punjab from 1941 to 1946, had a different viewpoint. According 

to him, things could get worse during the split and subsequent migration since it would be difficult for the 

Hindu and Sikh communities to embrace Pakistan (Mansergh, 1944, p.71-72). Lord Wavell (the last 

Viceroy to India) had same opinion. (Dar, 2003, p.68). Announcement of the partition basically gave path 

to violence and riots in different areas of east and west Punjab, and as a result people had to migrate 

(Godbole M., p.24). 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

C.I.O Lahore’s Daily Report Dated on 7-March-1947.Source: OIOC Cat No, R/3/1/89, NDC, MFU, 

Accession # 45 in National Documentation Centre is helpful data to complete the research under study, 

there are many daily reports of daily based violence in this file which is in Intelligence Bureau, Home 

Department which helped to complete research. Punjab District Gazetteers, Volume XXVIII A. Rawalpindi 

District with Map which is publish by Civil and Military Gazetteers Press in 1907 provides the complete 

detail related District Rawalpindi its geography, features and population of Muslims, Hindus and the Sikhs. 

Population Census of Pakistan 1961, District Census Report Rawalpindi is helpful data which is published 

and compile by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics in Islamabad. It helps to study the census of the people in 

1961 after the partition it can also be estimated how many Sikhs, Muslims and the Hindus were affected by 

the violence and riots.  

Imperial Gazetteers of India, Vol 21 is published by Chicago: South Asian Library Press in 2013. 

The Partition of Punjab 1947: A Compilation of Official Documents Vol: 1. Lahore: Sang-e-Meel 

Publishers, 1993 deals with the overall partition of the Punjab and with partition, migration and violence in 

different districts of the Punjab included Rawalpindi too. Disturbance in the Punjab: 1947 is A Compilation 

of Official Documents. Which is published by the National Documentation WingIslamabad is fruitful source 

which deals with the communal riots in different areas of Punjab and in Rawalpindi District and all the 

areas of Rawalpindi. Communal Riots in the Punjab 1947 by Farooq Ahmed Dar is comprehensive and a 

helpful source to discuss the riots in Rawalpindi District. It is the publication of National Documentation 

Wing. The Primary Source, Report on “The Punjab Police Abstract of Intelligence for the Week Ending 8 

March 1947” Accession # S415, S,417. NDW, Special Branch Lahore is helpful to complete the research. 

Punjab Bloodied, Partitioned and Cleansed by Ishtiaq Ahmed published in 2012,this book is helpful source 

that indicates the Punjab partition 1947, violence and riots in the Punjab areas of Rawalpindi like 

ThohaKhalsa road, Murree Road, Mai Veero Di Banni, Taxila, Chaklala and Kalyan Das Mandar etc, where 

violence occurred and different causalities were reported. Gazetteers of the Rawalpindi District, Revised 

Edition 1893-94 is Compiled and Published by the authority of the Punjab Government in1895 deals with 

the historical backdrop of the District Rawalpindi.  

Understanding the Communal Riots in Rawalpindi 

The outbreak of violence and riots in several locations did not happen overnight (Godbole, 2006, p. 24). 

November and August 1947 were seen as the months when riots and other forms of violence first started. 

Due to Direct Action Day, there were riots on a national, local, and provincial level, disobedience movement 

against Congress and Unionist-Akali coalition Government (Talbot, 2006, p. 36-37). 

The Hindus and the Muslims were living in the same place for hundred years ago but they were 

totally dissimilar from one another. Many ideas, thoughts and efforts helped in creation of Pakistan. Allama 

Muhammad Iqbal was one of the leaders who helped the Muslims of the sub-continent morally by 

presenting the idea of Pakistan. The fourteen points of Quaid-i-Azam played an important role to lead to 

partition of the Punjab. Congress succeeded to win the election of 1937 and it formed Government in 

majority by 8/11 provinces (Zahoor, 2014, p. 121) Congress claimed that only two powers exist in sub-

continent that was British and the Congress (Zahoor, 2014, p. 121) 
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In view of Quaid-i-Azam, Mass Muslim Contact Movement of Congress wanted to scatter the 

Muslims (Zahoor, 2014, p. 122). Congress Leaders hoisted their own tri-colour flag of their party after 

formation of Government. The Tarangga(tri-colour flag of the Congress) was hoisted on buildings of public 

and offices by Congress. Jawahar Lal Nehru was told of the issue by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, who stated 

that it was improper for any party to fly its flag from a government structure. Jinnah received a casual 

response from JawharLal Nehru in which he stated that it did not matter because "it was merely the 

combination of different colours." (Zahoor, 2014, p. 123). 

His Excellency the governor general proposed the partition plan on June 3rd, 1947. East and west 

Punjab were divided. Western Punjab is made up of Gurdaspur, Gujranwala, Lahore, Sheikhupura, and 

Sialkot in the Lahore division and Dera Ghazi Khan, Lyallpur, Jhang, Muzaffargarh, and Montgomery in 

the Multan division. However, the remaining twelve districts are located in the division of Ambala, 

including Rohtak, Ambala, Karnal, Gurgoan, Hissar, and Simla. There were Ludhiana, Ferozpur, and 

Hoshiarpur in the Jallundar division (Saadullah, 1993, p. 91).  

Elections of 1946  

Elections have significant role or an important role in country which enables people to choose their leaders 

through a process (Akhtar M. j., 2010, p. 454).In the elections if 1946 the Unionist Party (UP) lost to All 

India Muslim League (AIML). Despite defeating the Unionist Party, AIML was unable to form its own 

government since the latter did so with the assistance of the Indian National Congress and the Akali 

Shiromani Akali Das in order to form a coalition government (Akhtar and Mehmood., 2013, p. 208-209). 

In election the party position was as under: 

Table-1 Name of Parties and Number of Seats (Election 1946) 

Number of Seats Political Party 

75 All India Muslim League  

51 Indian National Congress 

21 Unionist Party  

21 Sikhs 

7 Independents 
Source: Sandhu and Mahmood, 2015. 

Election of 1946 clearly shows that the only AIML was the party who represented the Muslims 

(Sandhu. 2014, p. 203-204).  

Direct Action Day 

Elections play a big or crucial role in the nation. We have the option to elect a leader with our own approval 

or to suggest that the democratic system of any nation should be chosen by election (Akhtar, M. J., 2010, 

p.454).UP lost to AIML (Unionist Party). Despite defeating the Unionist Party, AIML was unable to form 

its own government since the latter did so with the assistance of the Indian National Congress and The 

Akali Shiromani Akali Das in order to form a coalition government. The Direction Action Day was 

observed on September 02, 1946 as the Muslim League rejected the Cabinet Mission's proposal.  (Aslam, 

2017). The Cabinet Mission plan contained a hint that the subcontinent might become free soon. UK 

government would depart. For the Muslims on the subcontinent, there was now terror. Muslims will be 

forced to live under Hindu control or pressure. If the British left, the Cabinet mission proposal was rejected 

by the Indian ML. It was referred to as the Great Calcutta killing Day (Ayyaz, 2017, p. 110). They started 

strikes in whole industrial and commercial area and it was proposed by secretary there should be no strike 

on basic necessities (Ayyaz, 2017, p.113). 

Resignation of Khizar Hayat and Riots 

Khizar Hayat, a member of the Unionist Party, quit his job. Violence and riots broke out in Rawalpindi and 

other parts of west and east Punjab as a result of his resignation from his position. Following the fall of 

Khizar Hayat Tiwana's government, Punjab witnessed a Governor's Rule after hearing the news of his 

resignation on the radio, "Zindabaad Khizar Hayat." The ML objected to it. Women also played an 

important part. ("1947 Towards Partition"). Two basics causes were there behind Khizar Hayat’s 

resignation. The foremost cause was direct action day against Khizar Hayat and secondly, there was 
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announcement of Britain on 20th of February. It was announced in it that there would be transfer of the 

power to sub-continent. Unionist Party’s removal and resignation from his post provoked riots in that area 

(Kamran, p. 192). 

Lahore Resolution and Opposition of Sikhs 

For the Sikhs of the subcontinent, the 1940s might be viewed as a trying and horrifying time. The Sikhs did 

not find the Lahore resolution's passage to be beneficial or good. They resisted it in full. They were well 

aware that they were a minority in the subcontinent compared to Muslims and Hindus. After leaving the 

British, they did not wish to continue to live or exist as a minority under any governing class. They therefore 

vigorously protested Lahore's decision. Master Tara Singh, the Sikhs' leader, began to gather the Sikhs on 

a single platform to oppose the Lahore resolution after it was passed on March 23, 1940. Various Sikh 

political figures launched campaigns against ML as well (Muslim League). These made the situation worse 

rather than better. Lahore, Rawalpindi, and other parts of Punjab were impacted by that (Sandhu, 2011, 

p.114-115).  

 Master Tara Singh also stated that resolution of Lahore would be condemned by tooth and nail. 

Another rural party’s Shiromani Akali of Sikhs condemned that resolution (Kudaisya, 2002, p.102-104). 

Main events that led to partition and violence in the Punjab 1947 were India was in British Rule 1858, 

Indian National Congress Formation in 1885, formation of Indian National Congress (INC) in 1885, 

formation of All India Muslim League in1906, Anti-British Campaign by Mohandas Karam Chand Gandhi 

in 1920, Two-Nation Theory by Iqbal in 1930, Chaudhary Rehmat Ali proposed Pakistan’s name in1933, 

Two Nation Theory by Jinnah in 1940, Quit India Movement 1942-1943, Mountbatten’s Plan in June 1947, 

Indian Independence Act July 1947 and Partition of the Punjab and Radcliff Award in August 1947 

Communal Riots in Rawalpindi 

There were 67 causalities in Rawalpindi on March 7th1947 (NDW,1947, Accession # 45). In Rawalpindi, 

there were 500 or more murder cases reported in March. In his report from a police station's appraisal, Sir 

Evan Meredith (an Indian Governor General) informed Mountbatten of the abovementioned statement 

regarding murder cases. In a different report to Mountbatten in the month of March 1947, the number of 

murder cases was over 3500 (C.I.O, 1947, Lahore’s Daily Report). 

The initial riots and associated violence took place in Rawalpindi. Muslims instigated these 

disturbances. At the same time as the unrest in Rawalpindi, riots also broke out in Dera Ismail Khan and 

Multan. That story was told in a meeting by Sardar Baldev Singh. It was a joint council meeting that took 

place on March 16 (Dar, 1995, p. 352). Sardar Abdul rub Nashatar (Muslim Leader) visited Lahore by 16 th 

of March to overview the situation of the city. Nawab Mamdot also wrote a letter and asked to Master Tara 

Singh to help him to deal with current situation (NDW, 1947, Accession and Serial No 415).  

After Master Tara Singh, the Sikh leader, gave his address on March 5th, the situation in 

Rawalpindi deteriorated rapidly. A resident of Rawalpindi was interviewed by Ishtiaq Ahmed (Amar 

Singh). They had a good position in Rawalpindi, he said. Amar Singh went on to say that a Hindu from the 

Department of Police had told him that he had heard Muslims claim that they had the freedom to murder 

Sikhs and Hindus. They were given permission to do so by the British Empire. Because Rawalpindi had a 

sizable Sikh community, the Muslims moved near the village side (Ahmed, 2012, p. 171).  

One of Rawalpindi's neighbourhoods is called Raja Bazaar. This region was impacted by the 1947 

division. Muslims who reside in Raja Bazar opened fire on Sikhs and Hindus. This gunfire came from a 

fake mosque near Raja market called Jamia Mosque (Rawalpindi). The Sikhs and Hindus did the same from 

the opposite side of the mosque (Ahmed, 2012, p. 169-170). 

Muslims in Kartarpura had to deal with a shooting incident (Rawalpindi area). Some Muslims 

perished in that gunfire. The Muslims were too involved in the incident; they killed people and took part in 

the shaving of Sikhs and Hindus in Rawalpindi's Ratta neighbourhood. Hindus were well-represented in 

Rawalpindi, particularly in Bagh-Sardaran. Due to my overwhelming might, they became quite self-

assured and have since tried to repress Muslims. There were clashes between Muslims, Sikhs, and Hindus 

as well (Ahmed, 2012, p. 169).  

According to Khalique-Ul-Zaman, Raja Bazaar experienced violence during the 1947 partition. 

Only three years old, he was. He used to hear from her father about the situation in Rawalpindi. Fights 
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broke out between Muslims, Sikhs, and Hindus. Now, her wife is still in Luck (east Punjab). Her family 

had good relations with Sikhs during the time of partition, and there was peace in her neighbourhood. Her 

relative Khalique-Ul-Zaman wed in Rawalpindi, moving from the east to the west of Punjab. They currently 

reside in Rawalpindi's 6th Road. (Zamman, 2017).  
The Muslims in ThohaKhalsa instigated riots. The Muslim community sought to convert the Sikhs 

to their faith. That kind of shift did not suit the Sikhs. The Muslims attacked the Sikhs after they refused to. 

The conflict began between two communities and lasted for over three days. The Sikhs were frustrated by 

the state of affairs and desired peace. To that end, they raised white flags on the roof of the Haveli. The 

Sikhs' white flag indicated their desire for peace and their desire to avert more serious situations. There 

were homicides, looting incidents, and ladies jumping into wells (Sikh women jumped for their honour). 

Dead bodies were piled up in the wells (Janjua, 2013). 

Taxila, Thamali and Doberan villages also suffered the situation of riots and violence in March 

1947. There were thousand number of Sikhs murdered in these villages of Rawalpindi. with the passage of 

time violence situation more severe and spread to the other areas of Rawalpindi and the country as well 

(Dar, 2003, p. 73).  

In Chaklala (area in Rawalpindi), situation of riots was also found. Three dead bodies (of Hindus) 

were in Chaklala at that time (Dar, 1995, p. 380). Taxila is one of the Tehsils of Rawalpindi now a days 

too. The Muslims attacked on one of the trains in Taxila railway station. At that attack the Muslims killed 

round about 22 persons. (The Tribune Lahore, 1947). 

In Kalyan Das Mandar (temple), there was hold of the Sikhs in Rawalpindi and they were in 

majority, Kalyan Das temple was the property of the Hindus too. There were riots between Hindus, 

Muslims, and Sikhs as well. The Sikhs were master bomb makers. Baghat Singh was also discovered 

engaging in this bomb-making operation. The necessity to control the situation was urgent, but nobody 

gave Rawalpindi any consideration and believed that Britain was ultimately in charge of it, according to 

one of the city's survivors (Dar, 2003, p. 73). 

Sikhs and Hindus in the Doke area of Rawalpindi were terrified of the worsening circumstances. 

Muslims in the region of Rawalpindi began shaving Sikhs' and Hindus' beards. They were in a terrifying 

and intolerable predicament. They committed suicide in order to save themselves and the religious icon 

from that terrifying stage (Ahmed, 2012, p. 169-170).  

A citizen of Rawalpindi named Sheikh Barkat related that there were group assaults in LalKurti. In 

that region of Rawalpindi, a body by the name of the peace committee was formed. Essentially, it was a 

Mohalla-style committee. Hindus and Sikhs attacked them at the time of their assembly. He began to think 

of Allah (by reciting Kalima). The Muslims were shaved by Sikhs and Hindus. They also held back their 

tongues. It was noted that the police were involved in that occurrence as well, despite their inaction (Ahmed, 

2012, p. 171). 

The area of Banni known as Mai Veero di Banni; it is also suffered by riots situation. Most of the 

refugees came here from Hazara. Harkishan Mehta Singh (belonged a village of Gujjar Khan) narrated a 

mob attacked to his father. It happened near railway station. That mob tried to shave him but a person Gullu 

(Member of Muslim tribe) saved him from their attack (Ahmed, 2012, p. 171) The aunt (Asghari Begum) 

of the present author’s mother-in-law had suffered from critical condition during the time of partition and 

Migration process. The name of the author’s mother-in-law was Iffat Begum living in Mai Veero Di Banni 

at that time. Asghari Begum passed away ten years ago in the house of Iffat Begum. At the time of the 

partition the age of her aunt was 18 years. She lived in Hoshiarpur district with her family. She was well 

aware of the entire situation which was happening in the sub-continent. Her all-family members migrated 

to Pakistan and reached in Lahore camp at the time of partition but unluckily she separated from her family 

and remained in east Punjab. A Sikh took her to his home and was cruel to her. He raped her as well. The 

wife of the Sikh got rid of her from cruel husband. After facing a lot of difficulties, she became successful 

to reach in Lahore camp then she came in Rawalpindi camp. She was very strong lady and offered all his 

services to the refugees. She became the in charge to protect and rehabilitate the women. Twenty women 

were her under whose she looked after. She married a man who was resident of Mai Veero the Banni in 
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Rawalpindi. After passing five years she enabled to meet her family which was living in Multan division 

(Maqbool, 2017) 

Shah Nawz, belonged to a migrated family which came from Amritsar to Mai Veero di Banni. He 

was only four years old at that time of partition. It was not good condition in Rawalpindi as were looting 

everywhere. They are living in the same old building of Sikhs he had good relation with the Sikhs and they 

protected them too from Sikhs attack once time (Maqbool, 2017). 

Muslims attacked Sikhs and Hindus in Murree, which is today a tehsil of Rawalpindi. The Muslim 

group attacked them with their assistance and under the direction of army leaders (retired). (The Hindustan 

Times, 1948).Aftab Ahmed, was living in Rawalpindi area. The name of area was Murree Road nowadays. 

He narrated that a Sikh group attacked on Muslims and during their resistance a fire pass nearby his forehead 

and touched it as well (Maqbool, 2017). 

No doubt, the press also had its significant sole such as Eastern Times, Ahsan, Nawa-i-Waqat. In 

these newspapers Muslims were asked to remain peaceful and to continue peaceful situation (Mujahid, 

1970, p.70). Ajit, Band-e-Matram, Parbat, Milap and Ahsan were newspapers from Hindus side. In these 

newspapers it was mentioned and demanded to not establishing the Muslim League ministry. It was 

demanded in the newspaper on March 5 (Tuker, 1950, p. 341). “Kill the Muslims and procure arm” these 

types of slogans were raised in the newspapers by the Sikhs and the Hindus to provoke violence in the said 

region and different parts of Punjab (Cohen, 2004, p. 180).  

The given table will explicitly reveal the recovery of arms and ammunition by Rawalpindi Police 

from residents of Rawalpindi. We can measure the intensified condition of the town during violence period 

S. 

No. 

Date Village, 

Police station 

and District 

Recovery 

of articles 

Total 

FIRs 

Muslims Hindus Sikhs Christians 

1.  9-

03-

1947 

Cantonment 

Police Station, 

Rawalpindi 

Pistols 100 ……… ……… Sikhs ……… 

2.  19-

03-

1947 

Mandra Police 

station, 

Rawalpindi 

1 pistol 19 ……… Hindus ……… ……… 

3.  27-

03-

1947 

Cantonment 

Police Station, 

Rawalpindi 

78 

Cartridges 

290 ……… Hindus ……… ……… 

4.  ??? City Police 

Station, RWP. 

1 gun 185 ……… Hindus ……… ……… 

5.  ??? City Police 

station, RWP. 

1 revolver 185 ……… Hindus ……… ……… 

6.  31-

03-

1947 

Muzaffarabad, 

Police Station, 

Rawalpindi. 

1, gun 33 ……… ……… Sikhs ……… 

7.  13-

04-

1947 

Murree Police 

Station, 

Rawalpindi 

1, pistol 41 ……… ……… Sikhs ……… 

8.  29-

04-

1947 

Sadar Police 

Station, 

Rawalpindi. 

1 revolver 69 ……… ……… …….. 

 

……… 

9.  8-

05-

1947 

Sangjari 

Police Station, 

Rawalpindi. 

1 sten gun 

and 17 

cartridges 

52 ……… ……… ……… ……… 
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10.  13-

05-

1947 

City Police 

Station, 

Rawalpindi. 

2 

revolvers 

347 ……… ……… ……… ……… 

11.  1-

06-

1947 

Cantonment 

Police Station, 

Rawalpindi. 

1 revolver 30 ……… ……… ……… ……… 

12.  30-

05-

1947 

Cantonment 

Police Station, 

Rawalpindi 

2 rifles 63 ……… ……… ……… ……… 

13.  15-

06-

1947 

City Police 

station 

Rawalpindi. 

5 

cartridges 

694 ……… Hindu ……… ……… 

14.  3-

08-

1947 

G-R-P-S 

Rawalpindi 

478 

cartridges 

and 1 

barrel 

199 Muslim ……… ……… ……… 

(Source: Disturbance in the Punjab: A Complication of Official Documents Compiled by Rukhsana Zafar, 

(Islamabad: National Documentation Wing, 1995), 425-455). 

Explosion Detail in Rawalpindi (June-September in 1947) 

S. No Report No Date District Loss 

detail 

Involved 

Community 

Related facts 

1.  233/Part 1 13-06-

1947 

Rawalpindi 4 Sikhs 

died (one 

woman 

and three 

men) 

2 Sikhs In Bara Dari 

Mohalla, 

House # 

T/226, 

(Exploded 

bomb and 

death 

observed) 

2.  235/ Part 3 24-06-

1947 

 

Rawalpindi Death of a 

man 

----- In Yogi Ram’ 

Nath’s House 

exploded 

bomb and man 

lost life. 

3.  76/Part 3 27-08-

1947 

Rawalpindi ------ Hindu (Recovery of 

two Hand 

Grenades 

from  

a house of 

Hindu.  

4.  248/Part 3 03-09-

1947 

Rawalpindi ------ ----- Occurred an 

Explosion in 
Municipality’s 

 President 

Home of  
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Rawalpindi 

and he was 

under arrest as  

Result 
Source: Disturbance in the Punjab: A Complication of Official Documents Compiled by Rukhsana Zafar, 

(Islamabad: National Documentation Wing, 1995), 433-455. 

 

Contribution of Press in Violence 

The Muslim press was helpful. Muslims were tasked by publications like Ahsan, Eastern Times, Pakistan 

Times, and Nawa-i-Waq to maintain social peace (Mujahid, 1970, p. 70). On March 5, however, members 

of the Hindu press, including Hindi Milap, Ajit, Jai Hind, Bande Matram, Milap, and Parbat, asked that the 

Ministry of Muslim League not be constituted. The Mohasba believed that the Muslim population posed a 

threat to the Hindu and Sikh religions (Tuker, 1950, p. 180). “Kill the Muslims and procure arm”.The 

majority of Hindus and Sikhs used this as their rallying cry. As a result, the Sikhs and Hindus actively 

promoted bloodshed in the area (Cohen, 2004, p. 180). 

The Tribune, The Pakistan Times, and Jinnah Papers do not denounce the disturbances in 

Rawalpindi. There has been no censure from any Muslim League leaders. After many months, only Major 

General Shahid Hamid ventured inside. He declared that in East Punjab, there was worst situation of the 

Muslims he said, “The Sikhs have sworn to kill every Muslim in India in revenge for the killing in 

Rawalpindi” (Ahmed, 2012, p. 170). 

 

CONCLUSION 

The partition of the Punjab of 1947 is a tragic chapter of the history of the Punjab. The British government 

established a border between the two nations upon the announcement of the division. Disparity in religion, 

the 1936–1937 elections, the control of congress ministers, and the Mass Muslim Contact Movement, 

among other factors, were significant factors in the partition of the Punjab. Congress Ministry undoubtedly 

strengthened the two-nation thesis. The partition was created in 1947 under the direction of Mountbatten, 

the final Viceroy of India. In July 1947, Commission for Boundary was created.The British Government 

drew a border between Pakistan and India; this was known as the Radcliff Award because Sir Cyril Radcliff, 

a lawyer with authority from the British Government, oversaw the entire procedure. Similar to other areas 

of the Punjab, Rawalpindi had a period of racial unrest and bloodshed. 

Violence and riots were sparked by three main factors in Rawalpindi. Violence broke out in several 

parts of Punjab as a result of the election of 1945–1946, Direct Action Day, and Khizar Hayat's resignation, 

in that order. Around 2,263 people perished in rioting and violence in Rawalpindi's major neighbourhoods, 

including Kalyan Das Mandar, Raja Bazaar, Mai Veero Di Banni, Lal Kurti, Murree Road, Ghaznavi Road, 

Taxila, Thoha Khalsa, Chaklala, and Kartarpura. Between the months of March 1947 and August 1947, 

the police of the district of Rawalpindi were successful in recovering weapons and ammunition. 

The Partition riots allegedly began in Rawalpindi in March 1947, according to Justice Munir. The 

circumstance in Rawalpindi deteriorated rapidly. Muhammad Ali Jinnah was asked by Justice Munir to also 

focus on Rawalpindi. He needs to personally go to Rawalpindi or send some Muslim League representatives 

who have already been there to reassure the minority that their rights will be protected if Pakistan is 

established. Jinnah concurred and personally dispatched Mamdot to Rawalpindi. The Sikhs began a strategy 

known as the Sikh Plan to Underestimate the Muslims with the assistance of the Muslims. 

It is held accountable for Mountbatten's hasty announcement of the partition plan on August 15, 

1947, rather than in June 1948. The division plan was conceived so long ago that no necessary measures to 

maintain peace were done. Akali Dal leader Master Tara Singh and Giani Kartar Singh were specifically 

blamed for inciting violence, along with Nehru, Patel, and Jinnah. We may assert that it is possible to control 

migration, violence, and division on such a wide scale in Rawalpindi, east Punjab, and west Punjab. It can 

be controlled by taking the right actions during the partitioning and migration process. There shouldn't be 

a rash partition decision. Large-scale riots and violence can be contained if the leaders of both sides take 
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the appropriate procedures to exchange populations. The present researchers tried to preserve history by 

communicate with the eye witness of that time.  
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