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ABSTRACT 

Dicourses produced in the print media generally carry implicit ideologies to shape the cognitive make 

up of its readership. English newspapers in Pakistan and India also use such discourse strategies to 

adance their own countries’ ideological agenda.  This research study, therefore, aimed to explore the 

discursive strategies that two leading English dailies of the two countries employed to portray 

ideological conflict in relation to the Indian-claimed surgical strikes (2016) against terrorist hideouts 

in Pakistani territory. To achieve this aim, editorials from  English newspapers of both the countries 

were purposively selected and analyzed using Ideological Square Model proposed by van Dijk 

(1996,1998). The results of the study show that discourses of the newspaper editorials of both the 

countries carry discursive strategies that display the ideological conflict of the two countries in relation 

to terrorism. Using strategies such as passivisation, positive self-presentation, negative other-

presentation, passivisation, personalization, and metonymy, the Indian editorial considers these strikes 

valid and successful, while Pakistani editorial vehemently denies this, thereby accentuating the Us and 

Them dicotomy. The findings of the study has implications for general readership as well as political 

elite of the two countries.  

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Ideological Conflict, Media Discourse, Surgical Strikes, 

Ideological Square.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Language plays the most important role in human lives. The exclusive role of language within a social 

context is to communicate and interact. Language is used as a tool to express feelings, emotions and 

thoughts to one another within a human community. Janks (1997) elaborates on the status and stature 

of language as a social act that constructs our social reality as well as defines power-relations in any 

given society. The relationship between power dominance and language is evident as language is always 

used as a tool to maintain dominance.  

Language in communities is used to construct and circulate opinions. For this purpose, 

editorials in newspapers have occupied the exact location and role. According to van Dijk (1996), 

editorials published in different newspapers offer an opportunity in order to help in articulation and 

persuasion of certain ideas and thoughts (p.13). The process of the construction and persuation of the 

opinions leads us towards the formation of ideologies. Editorials also facilitate and furnish information 

steeped  in certain ideologies so as to mold or shape up public opinion. The present study attempts to 

unearth the ideological construct that the editorials try perpetuate through Critical Discourse Analysis.  

Editorials borrowed from the Hindustan Times (India) and the Dawn (Pakistan) produced on the topic 

of Surgical Strike (2016) are selected here for further interpretation under Critical Discourse Analysis.  

Discourse is anything in written or spoken form and a critical view of that piece is called critical 

analysis. It tries to expose the hidden meanings, to uncover the ideological load of the discourse. 

Discourse is always meaningfully shaped and the deep layer may behave differently or appeal 
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differently than what do we see at the surface layer. The job of the critical discourse analysis is that to 

reach to that hidden layer and discover the meaningfulness under the ideological load put over there. 

According to Henry and Tator (2002) CDA assists in rendering the power-relations between the 

dominant and the dominated exposed by paying close attention to the historical, social, and economic 

indicators. Wodak, (1998) explains the role of CDA as it interrogates as well as elaborates on the 

association that can be noticed  between a text and its production under specific ideological and social 

circumstances in relation to power. Widdowson (1999) opines that  Critical Dicourse Analysis functions 

to lay bare the ideogical contruction and rendering of a text. In other words, CDA attempts to reveal the 

hidden bias, hence, the practice of power in any given text. In the present research study, the researchers 

explore the conflicting ideologies on war on terror between Indian and Pakistan in the editorials of the 

English newspapers published in these two countries. 

Statement of the Problem 

Pakistan and India, the two major neighbouring countries in Asia, have long been in ideological conflict 

with each other and this conflict on war on terror is represented as well as kept alive through the various 

opposing discourses produced in both the said countries. Since the partition of the Indian Subcontinant, 

India and Pakistan have constantly been engaged in war on terror and discourses are used as the core 

means for the propagation of their respective ideologies. In doing so, the discourse producers of both 

the countries exploit the discourse of the newspaper editorials to put the blame on the ‘other’ and to 

prove themselves to be the innocent party, thus resulting into the negative representation of the ‘out-

group’ members and the positive representation of the ‘in-group’ members. In the present research 

study, the researchers explore the newspaper editorials of both the countries in the context of the surgical 

strikes of 2016 to find the representation of the ideological conflict on war on terror between these two 

countries. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Every socio-political group has got its own ideology and that ideology is propagated through certain 

discourses produced through media. Yaghoobi (2009) argues that media discourses reflect the socio-

political ideologies of a group as well as they are a very influencial tool for shaping the social cognition 

of society at large. According to Fairclough (2001), news media is a common object of study in critical 

discourse analysis because news media represents the subjective approach of the news in a given social 

and political context. 

 India and Pakistan have long been in ideological conflict with each other since the very partition 

of the Indian subcontinent and this ideological conflict has always been worsen by the media discourses 

produced and circulated in both the countries (Saffee, 2016). In this regard, Saffee (2016) analyzed the 

newspaper editorials produced in India and Pakistan and explored that both the countries have been 

involed in propagating their ideological conflict on war on terror. Similarly, the results of Raj and 

Rohini’s (2014) research study claim that India exploits the discourses of newspaper editorials to link 

Pakistan and Kashmir with terrorism, whereas Pakistan, through the discourses of the newspaper 

editorials,  tries to resist the blames leveled by India against Pakistan. In an another research study 

conducted by Ali and Parveen (2015), the researchers argue that the issue of Kashmir lies at the center 

of the tussle between India and Pakistan and both the counties, through the newspaper editorials, 

prioritize the national interests of their respective countries above anything else and thus, add to the 

said conflict between these countries. 

 The central concern of this research study, i.e. the confliect of ideologies and the war os 

discourses between Pakistan and India has been explored by a number of researchers and they have 

reached diverse (or even contrasting) conclusions. For instance, Riaz, Shah and Ahmad (2018) argue 

that the Pakistani newspaper editorials give more coverage to the issue of Kashmir, as compared to the 

Indian newspaper editorials. Khan and Shakir (2011) opine that keeping in view the three major issues 

between Indian and Pakistan, namely as the issue of Kashmir, terrorism and water, the Pakistani 

newspaper editorials seem to prefer war over peace in the region. However, Shabir et al. (2014) argue 

that Pakistani newspaper editorials tend to prefer peace and demand a permanent solution to the issue 

of Kashmir. In addition, Yousaf (2015) also conclude that the indian newspaper editorials circulat false 

information to put the blame behind the ideological conflict on Pakistan,, where as Pakistan represents 

itself as a victim by the hands of the Indian discourses. Furthermore, Ahmad et al. (2012) add that 
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Pakistan utilizes its newspaper editorial discourses only to defend itself against the blames levelled by 

the indian newspaper editorials against Pakistan. 

 The comprehensive review of the related available literature regarding the ideological conflict 

between war on terror between Pakistan and India shows that both these coutries utilize their respective 

newspaper editorials to keep the ideological conflict on war on terror alive, however, no research study 

has been carried out specifically on the discursive representation of the tussle between the two countries 

on the issue of the Indian-planned Surgical Strikes (2016). Thus, there is a gap available in the avaliabe 

literature related to the issue in hand and so, this research study is going to fill in that gap by analyzing 

the discursive strategies used in the newspaper editorials of both the contries regarding the issue of 

surgical strickes. 

 

Research Questions 

1. What are the conflicting ideologies in the editorials of Indian and Pakistani English newspapers 

in the context of terrorism? 

2. What discursive strategies are used for the representation of those conflicting ideologies in the 

editorials of newspapers in the context of Surgical Strikes (2016)?  

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This research study utilizes a descriptive explorative research design. In addition, it is a qualitative 

research study as it relies completely on qualitative data. For the collection of data, the reserchers 

selected two editorials from the English newspapers of India and Pakistan. Both the editorials were 

written in the context of India claimed surgical strike 2016 in Pakistani territory. The editorial taken 

from the Indian newspaper Hindustan Times is titled as Surgical Strikes: A fitting reply to Pakistan 

published on September 29, 2016 whereas the one published in the Pakistani English newspaper Dawn 

newspaper on October 16, 2016 is titled as Pak-India Sanity. These two editorials were analyzed 

keeping in view the ideological conflict on war on terror between India and Pakistan.  

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

This research study with its theoretical framework is based on the Ideological Square Model proposed 

by van Dijk in 1996 and 1998. The binary  schema  of  “us”  and  “them”    in  this  model  worked  as 

the guiding  principle  for  this research study. Ideological Square, according to Dijk (1998), renders 

itself as an approach to the language users to choose between various referential strategies. The 

contrasting aspects of this theoretical aspect is to prioritize Selves positively while the Others negatively 

at the same time. The process relates to the representation of the world and primarily refers to ‘their’ 

and ‘our’ actions, within the world. In particular, ‘their‘ negative aspects are highlighted – or 

foregrounded in technical term – and ‘their‘ positive aspects and attitudes are neglected – or 

backgrounded. Contrary to this, ‘our‘ positive aspects are highlighted or foregrounded while ‘our‘ 

negative aspects or attitudes are backgrounded. This analytical device can be observed and pointed out 

in all the aspects of a language used in a text. In referential strategies, positive terms are used to refer 

to ‘Us‘ and ‘Our country‘ and negative words being used to refer to ‘Them‘, ‘Their country‘, Their 

values‘, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Ideological Square Model (van Dijk, 1998) 

 

 

 

 

 

In his ideological square model (1996, 1998), van Dijk has proposed a number of dimentions 

and level through which the hidden agenda(s) in a text may be explored, however, in the present research 

Ideological Square 

Emphasize our good properties/actions 

Emphasize their bad properties/actions 

Mitigate our bad properties/actions 

Mitigate their good properties/actions 
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study, the researchers focused only on (i) lexical items, (ii) positive self-representation, (iii) negative 

other representation and (iv) passivization of the in-group, and the social actors including (i) actor 

description through role allocation, (ii) inclusion and exclusion, (iii) individualization and assimilation, 

and (iv) personalization and impersonalization 

 

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

1. The Indian Newspaper Editorial Surgical Strikes: A Fitting Reply to Pakistan 

This editorial is selected from Hindustan Times written in the context of Indian claimed Surgical strike 

in 2016 in Pakistani territory. This announcement of a surgical strike carried out by the Indians along 

the Line of Control against the militants claimed 35 to 70 casualties, as a result. Indian media reported 

the casualty figures variously from 35 to 70. On 27 June 2018, some of the recorded visuals of the 

strikes were released to the media. 

Pakistan, in their counter discourses, repudiated indian version of the strikes conducted, and 

instead, reported that the army on both sides of the border had skirmishes that left two of Pakistani 

soldiers dead while nine wounded. The Pakistani side rejected the Indian claims of deaths and casualties 

inflicted. While the Pakistani side claimed that its army had killed 8 Indian troopers and took one alive 

in custody which was later confirmed by the Indian authorities. Pakistan also claimed that Indians had 

been hiding the actual number of casualities inflicted upon by the  Pakistani side. Keeping in view this 

ideological conflict between India and Pakistan, the discourse of the editorial produced by the India 

printmedia is analyzed below: 

Positive Representation of the In-Group (‘Us’) 

• “The government’s announcement that Indian forces conducted surgical strikes against 

terrorist launch-pads within Pakistan is to be welcomed. Since the terrorist attacks on the army 

base in Uri on September 18, it has been clear that Islamabad’s unrestrained, unrepentant use 

of proxies to strike on Indian soil needed a stronger response than the usual expressions of 

anger. The Modi government wisely avoided the temptation of an immediate punitive 

counterattack, reckoning that the risk of escalation in hostilities outweighed any visceral 

satisfaction that instant revenge might bring”. 

• “But inflicting a diplomatic and economic cost on Islamabad was never going to be enough. 

The death of 18 Indian soldiers in the Uri attack meant there had to be a cost imposed on the 

terrorist groups, not only on their patrons. This has now been achieved through the surgical 

strikes.” 

• “There will also be the usual Pakistani appeals to the international community to intervene, as 

well as some predictable bromides from world powers about the need for New Delhi and 

Islamabad to exercise restraint. These can be met with equally formulaic responses from New 

Delhi.” 

• “For a few weeks, perhaps months, Indian security forces will be on high alert; in time, human 

nature will compel them to lower their guard, making India once again vulnerable to terrorist 

attacks.” 

The ‘positive’ and ‘innocent’ presentation of ‘Us’ is done skillfully in the editorial. India is 

presented as a dominant agent in the region who can do surgical strike or is shown capable of doing any 

sort of business in the region. It is presented as a victim of terrorism by citing now and again the deaths 

of its soldiers, vulnerable to terrorist attacks, terrorist attacks on its soil etc. the editorial portrays only 

one side of the mirror, and that is, the attack on the army base in Uri. It does not show the reasons that 

why the army base is attacked, and where the army base is located. The Kashmir issue is completely 

pushed into the background and India being a victim of terrorism is fore grounded in it. India is 

presented as the victim of terrorism along with the claim that it is acting wisely to combat terrorism 

under a global appeal.  

Passivation of the In-Group (Us) 

In editorials, ‘Us’ is presented at the object position or sometimes it is ommitted to induce ideological 

contents in systematic manner. This editorial is also used for such construction to make the reader 

believe without seeing. 

• “But inflicting a diplomatic and economic cost on Islamabad was never going to be enough.” 
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This sentence is missing the agent or subject on its initial position as well as at object position. 

The basic purpose behind such presentation is to make the statement multidimensional. Reader can 

place India as being capable of doing so or it can be the international community of coming so harsh 

on Pakistan. The ‘Us-group’ is ideologically believed that India is capable of dealing harsh with 

Pakistan or it can convince the international community to do so. 

• “This has now been achieved through the surgical strikes.” 

The ‘Us-group’ is passivized in this sentence. The grammatical construction of this sentence 

could be ‘India achieved this through the surgical strikes or This has now been achieved through the 

surgical strikes by India’. The surgical strikes and the motive behind doing these strikes are given 

prominence rather than the agent of the surgical strikes. The Us-group is believed of being capable to 

do the surgical strikes and achieve desired objectives through them.  

The Us sentiments are utilized through passivization to represent the group as fighting against 

terrorism and can go across the border to fight it. The ideology of being the victim of cross border 

terrorism is highlighted here. 

Representation of the Out-Group (‘Them’) 

In the context of terrorism, India and Pakistan are producing conflicting discourses. In this regard, 

negative attribution is done with the opponent. Here, in Indian editorial, ‘Them-group’ Pakistan is 

presented with negative symbols. 

• “Indian forces conducted surgical strikes against terrorist launch-pads within Pakistan is to 

be welcomed.” 

• “Since the terrorist attacks on the army base in Uri on September 18, it has been clear that 

Islamabad’s unrestrained, unrepentant use of proxies to strike on Indian soil needed a stronger 

response than the usual expressions of anger.” 

• “The death of 18 Indian soldiers in the Uri attack meant there had to be a cost imposed on the 

terrorist groups, not only on their patrons.” 

• “It is a safe assumption that the terrorists amassed there were highly trained and motivated the 

best of their breed.” 

• “The Pakistani leadership is well-versed in this form of kabuki making theatrical threats that 

are designed to please a domestic audience, but require no follow-through.” 

• “The launch-pads will be moved to safer, better protected havens within Pakistan-controlled 

territory “ 

• “India’s case in the court of international opinion to isolate Pakistan.” 

Pakistan is associated with negative agencies in the selected editorial. Islamabad, Pakistan, 

leadership and patrons are some symbols used to represent the ‘them-group’. Furthermore, labels like 

terrorism, launch pads, trained and motivated terrorist, kabuki, terrorist havens are systematically linked 

with the social group living in Pakistan. 

It is quite evident from the representation of ‘Us’ and ‘Them’ that the editorial tried its best to 

construct the positive image of India and negative image of Pakistan. The use of such ideological 

construction in English language is only because the author tries to convince the international 

community about the Indian stance in the conflict. 

Inclusion/Exclusion 

India and Pakistan are in a state of ideological conflict since long and the base behind this ideological 

conflict is the issue of Kashmir. Indian newspaper’s editorial tries to exclude Kashmir or the people of 

Kashmir being a social actor in discourse. In the whole editorial Kashmir is never included. 

• “Surgical strikes against terrorist launch-pads within Pakistan is to be welcomed.” 

The surgical strikes, according to Indian media, are conducted in Pakistani controlled Kashmir 

across line of control. Lets focus on the following extract from the editorial. 

• “where the launch-pads were located, close to the line of control……” 

Line of control belongs to Kashmir. It is a demarcation line between Indian occupied Kashmir 

and Pakistan controlled Kashmir. In both lines, the exclusion of Kashmir and the Inclusion of Pakistan 

is done to promote the image of Pakistan as an active actor of spreading terrorism. While Kashmir issue 

is silenced by excluding it. It is to draw the attentions of international community towards Pakistan and 

terrorism and to keep international community away from the core issue of Kashmir between the two 

countries. 
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Actor Description through Role Allocation 

Activati on and passivation is done technically to the text. The context is related in the same way as 

active both in situation and India role and Pakistan is  passivated again and again. 

• “…..to make India’s case in the court of international opinion to isolate Pakistan.” 

• “It also promised economic measures against Islamabad” 

Individualization/Assimilation 

In editorials social actors are represented to gain certain objectives. The editorial of ‘Hindustan Times’ 

used different social actors to win the trust of the ingroup and to convince them that they are not alone 

in te international community. Here, it is tried to find out that what social actors are represented in the 

editorial and how the readers are positioned to view the social actors. In the editorial, Pakistan is 

represented as individual and the international organizations along with India are represented as 

homogenous group coming tougher on Pakistan. 

• “India’s case in the court of international opinion to isolate Pakistan.” 

Court of international opinion can represent UNO generally and International court of Justice 

specifically. Here, the in-group is assured about international support and the outgroup is tried to 

represent as isolated one. 

• “There will also be the usual Pakistani appeals to the international community to 

intervene……” 

The representation of the social actor ‘international community’ is done craftily to show that 

the in-group is strong and right, and for this purpose, they can ignore the international community while 

the out-group can try to appeal the said community. 

• “……some predictable bromides from world powers about the need for New Delhi and 

Islamabad to exercise restraint.” 

The editorial indulges social actors for in-group appraisal and tries to convince the concerned 

social group about the support of the social actors.  

Personalization/Impersonalization 

In relation to war on terror, India is personalized and Pakistan is impersonalized in the selected editorial 

of the Indian newspaper. Pakistan, as an out-group member, is represented as being actively personal 

in terrorist activities, whereas India, along with the Western powers, are personalized in eradicating 

terrorism. According to van Dijk (1998b), impersonalisation functions in a variety of ways in discourse 

to serve a purpose: it can background the identity and/or role of social actors; it can lend impersonal 

authority or force to an activity or quality of a particular social actor; and it can contribute to the positive 

or negative connotations to an activity or utterance of a social actor. 

• “But inflicting a diplomatic and economic cost on Islamabad was never going to be enough.” 

The actor in personalization role is missing but in deep structure, the actor can be India alone 

or India along with international community. India is personalized by doing an action and Pakistan is 

impersonalized by receiving that action. 

• “We can expect Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his army chief Raheel Sharif to vow dire 

vengeance.” 

By using pronoun ‘we’ the readers are involved and represented them as one entity against the 

nominal proper nouns deeply standing for Pakistan and its aemy.  

Analysis of the Lexical Items 

According to van Dijk (1996), discourse producers choose various lexical items, particularly the ones 

which represent facts, to represent certain realities which may prove the in-group members to  be the 

good party and the out-group members as the guilty one. Following is a comprehensive analysis of the 

verbs and nouns used in the selected newspaper editorials of Pakistan and India regarding the war on 

terror in the region. 

Table 1: List of Verbs Used in the Indian Newspaper Editorial 

S No. Verbs Representing the In-Group Verbs Representing the Out-Group 

1.  Conducted  Expect 

2.  Welcomed Unrestrained, unrepentant use 

3.  Achieved Needed 

4.  Promised Imposed 

5.  Inflicting well-versed 
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6.  Avoided Designed 

7.  Displayed Will be moved 

8.  Met Protected 

 Most of the verbs are actions Most of the verbs are passive 

Table 1 shows the positive verb association with ‘Us-group’ and negative verb association with 

‘them-group’.The usages of these kinds of verbs show that the us-group is more active in the 

circumstances and the ‘them’ is protective and cautioned. The verbs like conducted, achieved, promised 

show that the group has certain objectives and for the achieving of those objectives they can go to any 

extent. On the other hand ‘them group’ is shown as target. This type of presentation assures that the in-

group has a dominant hand on the opposite group and so as the concerned social group. The ideological 

conflict is evident as the in-group is eradicating terrorism and the them-group is protecting it. 

Table 2: List of Nouns Used in the Indian Newspaper Editorial 

S No. Nouns Representing the In-Group Nouns Representing the Out-Group 

1.  reply  terrorist launch-pads 

2.  stronger respons  terrorist attacks 

3.  Counterattack proxies 

4.  Vengeance hostilities 

5.  Satisfaction terrorist groups 

6.  strategic patience denial 

 Table 2 shows the nouns used in the Indian newspaper editorial titled as Surgical Strikes: A 

Fitting Reply to Pakistan. Lists of the nouns used in the said newspaper editorial shows that that the 

nouns associated with Pakistan have got negative connotations and they represent the out-group 

members (Pakistan) to be the solo responsible group for war on terror in the region. On the other hand, 

the nouns used for India in this newspaper editorial, such as the words ‘reply’ ‘strong response’, 

‘counter attack’ amd ‘stetegic patience’, etc. show that Indians are peaceful people and they do not 

prefer war, rather they are want a healthy and peaceful relationship with Pakistan. 

The Use of Metonymy  

Metonymy is used for conceptual construction in the editorial of the Hindustan times. 

• “Islamabad’s unrestrained, unrepentant use of proxies to strike on Indian soil needed a 

stronger response..” 

The conceptual construction is underway as the city is used to represent the political leadership 

with the attribution of negative labels. One social group in the shape of the name of city is shown as 

using proxies to do terrorist attack while the other social group under the label of country name is shown 

as capable of giving a fitting reply. This is how the concept of the common masses is developed.  

• “These can be met with equally formulaic responses from New Delhi.” 

The city name is used again to show the representation of another social group and its 

government. The editorial consistently uses such type of metonymy to indulge the whole population in 

the conflict for the process of the development of ideological conflict. 

Theme-Rheme 

In linguistics, the topic or theme of a sentence is what is being talked about, and the comment (rheme 

or focus) is what is being said about the topic. The bold underlined linguistic symbols are ‘themes’ and 

the rest are ‘Rhemes’. In theme-rheme construction, positive ‘Us’ and negative ‘Them’ projection is 

done in the editorial of Hindustan Times. Bold and underline are themes and italicized are rheme.  

• “It also promised economic measures against Islamabad;” 

• “their masters have found adequate replacements.” 

• “it allows military and political leaders to make chest-thumping pronouncements without 

having to take any real military action.” 

• “We can expect Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his army chief Raheel Sharif to vow dire 

vengeance.” 

In Theme-rheme construction, Indian theme is projected with positive rheme and Pakistani 

related theme is associated with negative rheme. Hence, positve ‘Us’ and negative ‘Them’ is 

constructed through lexical choices. 
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Concluding Remarks on the Hindustan Times’s Editorial 

The editorial has defined the situation in ideological frame, as, it is tried at best to develop and assure 

ideological stance inside the conflict between India and Pakistan. The association of positive agencies 

with ‘Us’ and negative with ‘them’ is done gradualy and it is shown that ‘Us’ is busy in eradicating 

terrorism, while ‘them’ is busy in protecting it. The development of the story is done systematicaly and 

the blam game is followed where Pakistan is blamed and hard measures are taken against it. At the end 

of editorial, pragmatic conclusion is drawn, in which expectations, warnings and threats are put to keep 

the people believing in the matter. 

2. The Pakistani Newspaper Editorial Pak-India Sanity 

This editorial is taken from Dawn, a Pakistani newspaper, written on 16th October, 2016. The context 

of the editorial is Indian claimed Surgical Strikes (2016) in Pakistani territory. There is a conflicting 

approach over the mentioned surgical strikes as India claim its existance and Pakistani deny it. 

Negative Representation of the Out-Group (‘Them’) 

• “Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government appear to have sold the so-called 

surgical strikes across the LoC to an unquestioning and enthusiastic domestic audience, but 

that has neither moved the central issues forwards or backwards” 

Here, the writer tries to vague the existance of the surgical strikes by adding the label ‘so-

called’. From this point the conflict in ideology projection starts where both the countries do not accept 

the supermacy of other. 

• “Once again Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said that all regional issues should be resolved 

through dialogue and peaceful means — a message that chimes well with a discernible 

reduction in the hostile political and media rhetoric, particularly in India.” 

• “Pakistan regards the Kashmir dispute as central to relations with New Delhi, particularly 

with India-held Kashmir roiled by fresh repressive measures by the Indian government.” 

• “Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government appear to have sold the so-called 

surgical strikes.” 

• “The preliminary evidence India has publicly revealed is weak.” 

• “The Indian response to the Uri strikes was wildly disproportionate.” 

• “The combination of a right-wing government, an increasingly nationalistic media and a 

disconsolate population.” 

Negative presentation is associated with India and its population in the wake of surgical strikes 

as the writer tries to develop the existing ideology in the Pakistani sphere of population that India is 

telling a lie and it only wants to sell the stikes in its rogue population for political scoring. This type of 

presentation is seen in the editorial of Hindustan Times against Pakistan. This proves that both the 

nations are in an ideologica;l conflict. 

Positive Representation of the In-Group (‘Us’) 

• “Once again Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said that all regional issues should be resolved 

through dialogue and peaceful means.” 

In this conflict India is shown as aggressive, nationalistic and its population is tried to display 

as extremist and right-wing while Pakistan is tried to present as resolving and peace loving. 

• “Once again Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said that all regional issues should be resolved 

through dialogue and peaceful means — a message that chimes well with a discernible 

reduction in the hostile political and media rhetoric, particularly in India.” 

 

• “Talking peace is sensible and necessary, even if quick results are not the intention.” 

The ‘Us’ is represented as ensuring peace in the region and believing that dialogue is the only 

option in resolving the issues however, ‘out-grouping’ is systematically represented as peace disturber 

and unwilling to start dialogues.  

Analysis of Lexical Items 

According to van Dijk (1996), discourse producers choose various lexical items, particularly the ones 

which represent facts, to represent certain realities which may prove the in-group members to  be the 

good party and the out-group members as the guilty one. Following is a comprehensive analysis of the 

verbs and nouns used in the Pakistani newspaper editorial Pak-India Sanity regarding the war on terror 

in the region. 
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The following table shows that how negativity and positivity is represented with in-groups and 

out-groups. 

Table 3: List of Verb Used in the Pakistani Newspaper Editorial  

S No. Verbs Representing the In-Group Verbs Representing the Out-Group 

1.  Appears Sold 

2.  Resolved Investigate 

3.  Chimes Revealed 

4.  Regards Seized 

5.  Talking Share 

6.  Taken  

The choice of lexicon in verb category shows that Pakistan is willing to start dialogues on the 

issues. It is ready to talk, to resolve, and to take certain measures while India is shown as not sharing 

the evidence or seizing opportunity or doing slow investigation. Therefore, the Pakistani media tries to 

involve the international or national community in the supposition that things are wrong from Indian 

side. 

Table 4: List of Nouns Used in the Pakistani Newspaper Editorial  

S No. Nouns Representing the In-Group Nouns Representing the Out-Group 

1.  dialogue India-held Kashmir 

2.  peaceful means surgical strikes 

3.  reduction Terrorism 

4.  measures repressive measures 

5.  stability Escalation 

6.  middle ground Conflagrations 

7.  creative diplomacy Crisis 

8.  willingness Tensions 

9.  policymakers Troubles 

 Table 4 shows the nouns used in the Pakistani  newspaper editorial titled as Pak-India Sanity. 

Lists of the nouns used in the said newspaper editorial shows that that the nouns associated with India 

have got negative connotations and they represent the out-group members (India) to be the solo 

responsible group for war on terror in the region. For instance, the nouns ‘terrorism’, ‘crisis’, 

‘escalation’, ‘surgical strikes’, and ‘conflagrations’, etc. show that India is not willing for a permanent 

solution to the issue of Kashmir and of war on terror. On the other hand, the nouns used for Pakistan in 

this newspaper editorial, such as the words ‘reduction’, ‘dialogue’, ‘peaceful means’, ‘middle ground’, 

‘stability’, ‘willingness’ and ‘creative diplomacy’ show that Pakistan wants peace in the region and is 

highly interested in finding out a permanent solution to the issue of Kashmir and to the war on terror 

between the two countries.  

Metonymy 

With the help of metonymy and metaphor the situation is made more aggressive and the social groups 

are represented under some linguistic symbols. This sort of representation is made for the involvment 

of readers that they might think themselves related to the situation, emotionally and reasonally. 

• “good sense appears to be once again returning to most quarters in India and Pakistan.” 

Social groups are represented under the names of their countries to involve them in the matter and to 

associate themselves opposite to one another. 

• “…..to relations with New Delhi…..” 

New Delhi is the capital city of India, therefore, Indian government is presented here in the perspective 

of relations. 

• “…..and flow of Pak-India relations to continue…..” 

Pak-India represent the people of Pakistan and the people of India. 

• “Indian response to the Uri strikes was wildly disproportionate……” 

Indian stands for the people of India, Uri represents the death of Indian soldiers in its base camp and 

wildly shows that how the response is personified in the negative direction. 

• “Indian government seized……” 

The government is an inanimated entity therefore, it represents the poeople who formed government. 

• “uncontrolled and unmanageable escalation.” 
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Escalation is personified in such a direction that it looks like not initiated by people or it has no concern 

with the people. 

Inclusion/Exclusion 

Very opposite to the Indian newspaper editorial, the Pakistani editorial tries to include Kashmir and 

exclude terrorists or terrorism. 

• “Pakistan regards the Kashmir dispute as central to relations with New Delhi, 

• …..deflect attention from the troubles in India-held Kashmir.” 

Role Allocation 

The text allocates role to the concerned social actors in the context of surgical strikes of 2016. 

• “Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has said that all regional issues should be resolved through 

dialogue and peaceful means” 

Positive role allocation is associated with Pakistan as it tries to resolve the issues through peaceful 

means. 

• “Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government appear to have sold the so-called 

surgical strikes across the LoC” 

Both the leaders are addressed through proper nouns, however, Nawaz Sharif is allocated with positive 

role and Modi is allocated with negative role. 

Personalization/impersonalization 

• “preliminary evidence India has publicly revealed is weak and circumstantial and in no way 

implies a role of the Pakistani state.” 

The evidence is animated and the social actor ‘India’ is shown personalized while doing or dealing 

with the matter. 

Theme-Rheme 

The subject and predicate are designed in such a manner that the ideological conflict is made visible in 

discourse. 

• “ it has done so for 69 years now and there have been far bigger conflagrations than the recent 

tensions.” 

• “It is clearly possible for the ebb and flow of Pak-India relations to continue” 

• “question marks over the Uri attack still linger “ 

• “that has neither moved the central issues forwards or backwards.” 

 

CONCLUSION 

The analysis of the data presented above aimed at analyzing the editorials from the Indian and Pakistani 

newspapers to explore the discursive representation of the ideological conflict on the issue of war on 

terror between the two neighrouring countries, Pakistan and India. In doing so, two  editorials, each 

from the Indian newspaper Hindustan Times  and the Paksitani newspaper Dawn were selected for 

analysis. As these two countries are in a long standing ideological conflict, it is tried to see that how the 

media is projecting that conflict. In the context of surgical strikes of 2016, the editorials represent the 

ideological conflict of being making one another responsible for warlike situation in the region. 

Language is used as medium to convince the related social groups and the international community that 

one is right and the other is wrong. From Indian side, it is quite evident that Pakistan is doing terrorism 

in India and supporting terrorist groups inside its own territory. India tries to convince its social groups 

that it has a dominant hand and it can take action in the shape of surgical strikes in Pakistani territory 

against terrorist havens. 

On the other hand, Pakistan is developing the ideology that it is always ready to talk with India 

on the central issue of Kashmir and that it can take action against the nominated persons if India provide 

sufficient evidance. Pakistan tries to project that India only tries to keep its uncontrolled extremist 

population happy by giving them false news. According to Pakistan, the surgical strikes never happened 

and according to India the strikes were successfully carried out. Thus, they both try to create conflicting 

approach on the issue. The editorial discourse is used for positive projection of ‘Us’ and negative 

projection of ‘Them’. By these projections, the editorials try to create ideological conflict between India 

and Pakistan. 

Though the present research study provided a comprehensive analysis of the issue in hand, i.e. 

the discursive representation of the ideological conflict between Pakistan and India in the discourses of 
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the newspaper editorials of the said countries, however, keeping in view the delimitations of present 

research study, the researchers put forward the following recommendations for future research studies: 

Firstly, this research study was confined to the Indian claimed Surgical Strikes (2016) in Pakistani 

territory only, so, it is suggested that the other conflicting issues between India and Pakistan may also 

be explored. Secondly, in terms of data collection, the researchers selected only two newspapers from 

India and Pakistan (one from each country), so, a large-scale study may also be carried out, consisting 

of data collected from many other newspapers of the said two countries. In addition, the research study 

was delimited only to the print media of both the countries, thus, other forms of media, including 

electronic media and social media may also be explored for the discursive representation of the 

ideological conflict between both the countries.  
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